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WOO HOO!!!!  WE’RE BACK!!! 
The GPPS board has decided to have the October meeting.  We are VERY excited to see everyone 
while observing safety measures recommended by the CDC.  Please respect that these safety 
measures will be strictly followed to help maintain the health of our members. 

-Wear a mask to minimize the risk of transmitting the virus. 

-Use social distancing and limit physical contact. 

-Stay home if you’re not feeling well.  

-Limit contact with commonly touched surfaces or shared items 

-Bring your hand sanitizer and use it often.  

-If you do not feel comfortable attending, you can join on Google Meet!  
Click here: www.meet.google.com/bxa-bfyi-ngd or follow these steps: 

 -Open Google Chrome. 

 -Click on the waffle in the upper right corner & Select Meet. 

 -Enter the code bxa-bfyi-ngd then click Join. 

You may be asked to Sign in with a Gmail account or you can enter as a guest.  I would 
recommend testing the link in advance and emailing Tanya if you have any questions. 

Shelly will have her headset so she can convey your comments and questions to the group.   

We’re looking forward to seeing everyone again!!  

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/personal-social-activities.html  

The Next Meeting: October 10th at 9:00am 

 The October meeting will be held at the home of Don & Fern Shaw. 
 

➢ Telephone:  602-332-8112 

➢ Address:  1220 W. Wahalla Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85027 
 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

http://www.meet.google.com/bxa-bfyi-ngd
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/personal-social-activities.html


Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders, 

The board voted and we have decided to have 

the October meeting with masks and social 

distancing. We understand that we may have 

some members that are more “at risk” and don’t 

feel comfortable attending, so I’m excited to let 

you know that Shelly Lambert has volunteered to 

set us up with video recording of the meeting.  

Tanya will be giving us more information in the 

newsletter on what and how you will be able to 

view the meeting. I know Don and Fern are 

looking forward to hosting…Fern said she’s using it as an excuse to get things done. 

Can’t believe we have our GPPS board election coming up in November and we haven’t 

even been able to get together for most of the year! Seems like yesterday that our board 

members had our first meeting and we came up with so many good ideas and plans for 

2020! But like everything in 2020, all our plans and normal life as we knew it came to a 

screeching halt! I can’t wait to see, support and exhibit some of those ideas and plans in 

2021. Not sure if or what positions will be up for election, but GPPS NEEDS YOU! We 

welcome anyone who is interested in running for a board position to contact any of the 

current board members and we will be happy to answer any of your questions. 

Tammy received an e-mail from the AZ Republic about cool homes, since she reached out 

to them previously about the pond tour they wanted to know if they could do an article 

on a homeowner who was supposed to be part of the tour.  Tammy put them in touch 

with T.J. Marco who finished his dream pond just in time for the pond tour. It was nice 

that he was able to share his journey and for supporting the GPPS group in the article. The 

article came out 9/18/20 in the Chandler/Gilbert edition of the Republic.  

Our September meeting was supposed 

to be at Alan and Molly’s home, so I can’t 

wait to see their pictures and info in this 

month’s newsletter as our pond of the 

month. I’m sure Alan has been busy 

fattening up those Koi for the next Koi 

competition. 

Happy Ponding, 

Ron Christensen-GPPS President 



 

 

We have built two ponds in our yard.  The 
smaller holds 750 gallons and seven fish.  
The large pond holds 4300 galloon and 
has nine fish ranging in size from 14" to 
31" along with two 16” high-fin sharks.  I 
added a sieve this summer to help with 
the water clarity and I am happy so far.  
We miss everybody and hope to see 
everyone soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pond of the Month - Alan & Molly Hanna 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have been showing my koi since the 2017 Tucson Koi 
show. I am most proud of my runner up grand champion 
with my kuhaku last year. The koi shows are challenging 
competitions with people coming from as far as South 
Carolina and Colorado.  I was hoping to do even better this 
year but everything has been cancelled due to Covid.  
Looking forward to next year’s events!                                       
 

Ponds Help Wildlife by Providing Safe Havens 

Worldwide, natural ponds have 
decreased in number by an average of 
50%. Wetland habitats have diminished 
by up to 98% in some countries. This is 
due to the construction of 
infrastructure, agriculture, roads, and 
the increasing needs of humans as our 
population continues to increase and 
move into new areas. Therefore, your 
pond can really be an important 
ecosystem for animals that otherwise 
would have a difficult time surviving as 
their natural habitats are either 
damaged or entirely removed. 

Waterfowl will use the pond as a brief 
stopover point on their way to migrate for the winter; frogs and other amphibians and 
reptiles will utilize the safe, muddy sediment to overwinter; during droughts, a large variety 
of animals from deer to songbirds to insects will utilize your pond to get a quick drink; at 
least some of your plants will likely have flowers, and therefore will help support pollinators 
like bees that are also struggling to survive (over 50% of bee species are now extinct).  

Kuhaku runner up champion 



What About Clay in Ponds? Calcium Montmorillonite 

How Can Calcium Montmorillonite Clay Help?  

What is the most important part of your Koi pond or 
Water Garden? Hands down it has to be your water 
quality. 

Water can come from a number of sources. In some 
cases it comes from well water, but in most cases these 
days it comes from your local water company. The local 
water companies treat the water and during this they 
remove a lot of the minerals and trace elements that 
our ponds thrive upon. The only way those minerals and trace elements can be replaced 
in our ponds are with additives. Calcium Bentonite/Montmorillonite Clay is one of the best 
ways to add those minerals and trace elements back into the pond water. 

Calcium Bentonite/Montmorillonite Clay has a number of minerals and trace elements in 
it that help our fish thrive. Not only does it help our fish thrive, it also helps the beneficial 
bacteria in our ponds thrive. The beneficial bacteria that live in your filters consume the 
minerals and trace elements added by Calcium Bentonite/Montmorillonite Clay. Some of 
those minerals and trace elements are calcium, magnesium, potassium, sodium, and iron. 

Calcium Bentonite/Montmorillonite Clay also helps the digestive system of your fish. A lot 
of the top hobbyists in the world add it to their paste foods. It has been said that the clay 
also helps the coloring of the fish, making the whites and reds stand out. 

People have asked if our fish and beneficial bacteria are the only ones that benefit from 
adding Calcium Bentonite/Montmorillonite Clay to the pond? 

No, Calcium Bentonite/Montmorillonite Clay has an extensive surface area, which allows 
it to attract, and then absorb, toxins such as heavy metals, free radicals, and pesticides. It 
also has minerals and trace elements that help make plants flourish. When re-potting your 
plants in the early spring, add a few tablespoons of clay to the potting soil along with 
some type of aquatic fertilizer tab, and you will see a difference in your plants. 

Are all Calcium Bentonite/Montmorillonite Clays the same? 

No, they come in a number of grades. Some have more silica then others, and some are 
full of impurities. We suggest doing a few tests on your clay before adding it to the pond. 
One test is how well does it mix up. Some low-grade clays will clump up. You will not want 
to use these clays in your pond. You run the chance of it plugging your filtration system. 
Another test you can do is to mix it in a glass of water. After a minute or two you should 
not see a lot of particles floating on the surface of the glass. If you do, there is some type 
of impurities in the clay. 



When calcium-based montmorillonite clay is present, it provides essential minerals and 
trace elements to the fish and plants AND detoxifies the water and fish. What takes place 
is a process of absorption and adsorption. 

Rich in trace minerals and absorbable calcium, (contains over 60 essential trace minerals) 
each tiny, tiny particle of this calcium montmorillonite clay, aka Terrapond remains in an 
alkaline state retaining its electrically active, negatively charged ion. When introduced to 
the pond, the toxins, bacteria and pathogens in the water, which carry a positive 
electrically charged ion, bind to the negatively charged ions in the clay. These toxins are 
held in a colloidal state (suspended) inside the clay particles and leave through the 
filtration system. 

The clay, when ingested by fish (they enjoy nibbling on the clay), goes through the 
digestive system binding to the toxins in the fish’s body. These toxins are encapsulated in 
the clay and removed through their waste elimination process…toxins, clay and all. The 
added benefit is that the calcium montmorillonite contains highly absorbable minerals 
that are easily assimilated by fish, humans and all animals, in turn strengthening the 
immune system, enhancing the production of enzymes, and effectively detoxifying the 
body. 

The minerals in this particular clay also promote beautiful coral and plant growth, visibly 
displaying the results. Much has been written and researched about the healthful benefits 
of calcium montmorillonite clay when ingested by humans and animals. 

The Healing Power of Living Clay by Neva Jensen includes a study entitled Trout 
Researchers Share Info. The director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife services Tunison 
Research Lab in Hagerman, Idaho spoke about the biggest expense on a fish farm, which 
is the feed. However their studies proved whenever the fish were fed this cheap clay, they 
grew bigger even when the feed was reduced. 

How Much Calcium Montmorillonite Should I Use? 

Premium calcium montmorillonite is a very fine, pure, edible clay and it will stay 
suspended in your water while doing its work. Many first-time users are often concerned 
when their water doesn’t clear in a short period of time. Please do not be alarmed. Even 
if you accidentally apply a dosage that exceeds the recommended amount, you can never 
harm or overdose your fish with this 100% natural product. 

Start with a conservative dose if your pond water is already at or close to an acceptable 
level of clarity. This clay’s colloidal suspension properties allow it to continue bonding 
with impurities, carrying them safely into your filter. It also allows more nutrients to get 
into your fish’s systems. Since the best koi are raised and live in mud ponds, your fish will 
thank you for their mud bath that improves conformation, coloration, health, and vitality.  

Source: https://www.pondtrademag.com/wp-content/uploads/calcium_montmorillonite_pond_clay.jpg 

https://www.pondtrademag.com/wp-content/uploads/calcium_montmorillonite_pond_clay.jpg


Recently, one of our members reached out to ask about deceased birds she has found in 
her yard. “In the last 10 days I have found 2 Wilson’s warblers and a flycatcher by my pond 
just dead on the ground. The story I read said they are starving. For some reason they did 
not bulk up for migration. It is described as just feathers and bone. I can’t figure it out; 
that flycatcher has been near my pond for about two weeks and I have a ton of moths 
and insects this year. I just can imagine why he died.”  If you’ve also found birds in your 
yard, this information may help…. 

Thousands of migratory birds are 'falling out of the sky' in a 

mass die-off that could be linked to the West Coast wildfires 

Thousands of migratory birds are "falling out of the sky" across several states in the 
Southwest, in what scientists are calling the largest mass die-off in recent history. 

Swallows and flycatchers are among the bird species that are dropping dead in states 
including New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, and Nebraska, according to Dr. Martha Desmond, 
a professor in the biology department at New Mexico State University (NMSU), quoted in 
the Guardian. 

"I collected over a dozen in just a two-mile stretch 
in front of my house," said Desmond, according to 
the Guardian. "To see this and to be picking up 
these carcasses and realizing how widespread this 
is, is personally devastating. To see this many 
individuals and species dying is a national tragedy."  

Scientists first began investigating the 
phenomenon in late August after "a large number 
of dead birds" were reportedly found on the US 
Army's White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico, according to CNN. 

Trish Cutler, a wildlife biologist at the military base, told the Albuquerque television station 
KOB that fewer than half a dozen dead migratory birds are found dead in a typical week. 

"This last week we've had a couple of hundred, so that really got our attention," Cutler said, 
according to the New York Times. 

Since then, residents in New Mexico and other states have reported seeing more clusters of 
dead birds in locations ranging from hiking trails, golf courses, and suburban driveways. 

In one video posted on Twitter, journalist Austin Fisher films dozens of dead birds he 
discovered while on a tubing trip in New Mexico's Rio Arriba County on September 13. 

"I thought to myself, 'Wait, I've never seen this many dead animals in one place in my life," 
Fisher told the New York Times. 

Desmond said scientists are unsure how many birds are dying but has said the number could 
easily be in the "hundreds of thousands", according to NBC. 



Witnesses had seen the birds displaying unusual behavior 
before their deaths, including becoming lethargic or fearless 
when humans approached them. Other species who usually 
rest and eat in trees and shrubs were also found hopping on the 
ground looking for insects, according to Desmond. 

Not all birds seem to be affected. Bird species native to the area 
including the curve-billed thrashers, great-tailed grackles, and 
white-winged doves appeared to be in good health. 

Climate change and the wildfires could be to blame 

Scientists are unsure why this mass die-off is happening.  

Some suggest that the wildfires raging across the West Coast 
could be to blame, with smoke plumes potentially altering 
migration routes or increasing toxins inhaled by birds.  

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife said on Twitter that "not much is known about 
the impacts of smoke and wildfires on birds." 

"Many of them have little to no fat, many are underweight, and there's not a lot of external 
signs that they have been inhaling a lot of smoke," Jenna McCullough, a doctoral ornithology 
student from NMSU said, according to the Times.  

Another theory is that the smoke plumes are forcing the birds to fly inland and over the 
Chihuahuan desert, which offers little food or water. Some carcasses lacked muscle mass and 
appeared to have nose-dived into the ground because their faces were damaged. 

"They're literally just feathers and bones," said Allison Salas, a graduate student at NMSU 
who has also been collecting carcasses and sending them to forensics laboratory, according 
to the Times. "Almost as if they have been flying until they just couldn't fly anymore." 

Other experts highlighted a cold snap in the Mountains West, or a drought in the Southwest 
of the region that depleted the insect populations that many migratory birds feed on. 

Records that date back to the 1800s show that large avian mortalities during the migration 
are usually associated with extreme weather events — with the largest event linked to the 
1904 snowstorm in Minnesota and Iowa that killed 1.5 million birds, according to the 
Guardian. 

Scientists have said it will take time until they uncover what the reasoning behind the mass 
die-offs is. 

"It could be a combination of things. It could be something that's still completely unknown 
to us," said Salas. 

Scientists continue to study the phenomenon. They are urging people to report any sightings 
of dead birds on a citizen science website called iNaturalist. 

Source: https://www.insider.com/birds-falling-out-of-sky-mass-die-off-south-west-2020-9 

https://www.insider.com/birds-falling-out-of-sky-mass-die-off-south-west-2020-9


Koi and Pond Fish Anatomy: What You Need to Know 

Did you know your koi and pond fish have a simple heart with only two chambers? Should 
that even matter to you as an owner of pond with fish? Probably not, but you should be 
aware of koi and pond fish anatomy that actually does matter to you. 

The Fins 

Let’s start with the obvious. Koi and goldfish have the usual dorsal (top) fin, an assortment 
of bottom fins, and the caudal (tail) fin, as well as a few others. 

The dorsal fin in koi is extremely vulnerable to ulceration and it’s not uncommon for the 
mildest of bacterial infections to erode a hole right in the middle of it! Once the ulcer has 
healed, the fin can remain incomplete. When purchasing a new fish, inspect the dorsal fin to 
make sure it’s whole. 

The two pairs of pelvic fins are the pectorals and the ventrals. These are the fins that define 
the landmarks for injection of sick fish because it is the safest site with good absorption. 

 
The Scales 

Next up in learning about pond fish anatomy are the scales. The scales cover the body of the 
fish and are of variable size, depending on the location, and they overlap at five points. 
People tend to think the scales overlap on the obvious four sides, but the center of the scale 
is underlapped by the scale behind and in front of it. 

When a fish gets a deep wound, they may dislodge or shed their scales. The dead tissue and 
loose scales that surround a wound can provide bad bacteria with fuel to continue to infect 
the fish. To avoid this, gently scrub the wound with a piece of gauze soaked in grocery store 
hydrogen peroxide. The term for this process is debridement. It’s not meant for all wounds 



and should not be overdone. Over-cleaning a wound removes cells that are trying to heal, so 
usually only one debridement is needed. 

Fish do a good job of replacing lost scales over the course of several weeks after their loss. 
However, the replacement scale is of a finer (thinner) quality and sometimes unevenly 
marked compared to the original scales. 

The Gills and Operculum 

The gills are to a fish what your lungs are to you – a delicate organ system that exposes all 
your blood to oxygen. The gills are the same structure only they’re pushing the blood 
through capillaries that exchange with water, not air. 

What most people don’t know is that the gills perform another important function – the 
excretion of fish waste in the form of ammonia. The gills are the most important waste 
excretion organ in the fish’s body. Damage to the gills by way of infection with bacteria, 
destruction via viruses, infestation with parasites, or just damage from medications or poor 
water quality, can impact the fish far more than just breathing. 

The operculum is the thick boney covering on either side of the head and protects the gills. 
You may need to lift the operculum to examine the gills, but don’t lift it too far or it might 
tear. The gills of any sick or dead fish can be photographed to provide important forensic 
information after a fish disease outbreak. 

The Eyes 

Koi and goldfish don’t need eyes to live. In fact, there’s a genetic mutation that causes one 
out of ten thousand fish to hatch without any at all. If a fish loses one or both eyes through 
trauma, it can still find food perfectly well with their barbels, lips, and mouths which are 
loaded with sensory structures like taste buds. 

There’s a fat cushiony blood supply to and from the eye called the choroid plexus, designed 
to protect the eye from any trauma. Sometimes the choroid swells due to a blow to the eye. 
This is temporary and the eye may sink back into the socket over the coming week. A popped 
eye for an indefinite period could be the sign of another problem that may require the help 
of a fish professional. 

An Overview of the Guts 

You’ll find koi and pond fish anatomy shows a very simple digestive tract. They have an 
esophagus that comes from the mouth and goes to the “stomach.” Their “stomach” is 
actually just a stretchy wide spot in the top of the intestine for food storage before it’s 
passed into the intestine. 

Koi tummies hate to be full in cold water. When this occurs, the lining of the intestine is 
damaged and bad bacteria can get through the damaged lining into the blood stream. The 
fish show no obvious signs of this, but may die later in the spring when the water warms and 
the bacteria go to work on the poor fish. This is one reason we recommend that you not feed 
your fish when water temperature reaches 50-degrees Fahrenheit or below. 



 

The Air Bladder 

The air bladder is an amazingly delicate structure. It fills with air via a thin veil of capillaries 
extending over its surface, and air is released by way of a thin tube that comes from the 
caudal sac. The air is burped into the esophagus, which then escapes through the mouth. The 
air bladder is balanced to the weight of the fish against the water, which is the primary means 
by which the fish can hang in the water without paddling the whole time. 

If a fish is floating upside down on the surface, something has happened to the air bladder’s 
ability to let air out, so it is then too large and too buoyant for the weight of the fish. A 
problem with the air bladder can also cause the fish to sink to the pond bottom. This usually 
occurs when the spinal cord is damaged near the point where the nerves that regulate the 
air bladder emerge. Sometimes the air bladder can be removed or surgically corrected, 
enabling the fish to swim normally. 

The Skeleton 

Fish are boney, and ornamental pond fish are no exception, as you’ll see in the pond fish 
anatomy diagram. Unlike the bones of sharks and stingrays, their bones are truly bones and 
not cartilage. The bones of a fish are not meant for bearing weight because, in water, the 
fish is pretty much weightless. The two principal stresses on the fishes’ bones are hydrostatic 
pressure from the water, and the push and pull of the fishes’ mighty muscles on those bones. 

That’s why, when you net a fish and carry it in that net, you’re putting a unique force on their 
skeleton which can damage them. The fish is bent into a u-shape and its full weight torques 
the skeletal bones. Broken backs are a common result. Instead, use your net to catch the fish 
and then slide a big plastic bowl under the fish to carry it. 

If a fish suffers from a broken back, the cure is simply time. The fish may compensate for the 
injury – even if crooked from that day on – or it may simply starve to death. 



 

The Muscles 

Fish muscles are different from your muscles. If you’ve ever seen a fish filet, you remember 
that there are red and white lines in the meat. The muscles of a fish are oriented in thick 
bands called somites. These bands are stacked all down the sides of the fish in thick, orderly 
rows.  Let’s go back to carrying fish in nets to find out why this matters. When the process 
causes damage to the back, it also destroys at least some of the nerves to at least one of the 
bands of muscle. 

Whenever a somite dies, the muscle gets smaller and a kink in the fish will be seen. The 
concave side of the bend is the side with the dead somite. If you don’t carry fish around in 
nets, this is unlikely to ever have been seen in your collection. 

Koi Teeth 

In the back of the koi throat, emerging from the lower gill arch in the back, there are three 
to four molars. These molars have serrations on the top like your own molars. They’re broad, 
crowned teeth used to destroy shells and pulverize insects and crustaceans scavenged from 
the pond bottom. These teeth are shed and replaced continually through the life of the koi. 
They are too far back for you to ever be bitten by a koi. 

Hopefully you now feel a little more confident in understanding koi and pond fish anatomy 
and how it relates to your care for them. Finned friends are just as important as furry friends 
but are often less understood since you can’t hold and cuddle them. Enjoy watching your fish 
and familiarize yourself with their behavior. That way, it will be easier for you to identify when 
something might be amiss. 

Source: https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/koi-and-pond-fish-anatomy-what-you-need-to-know  

 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/koi-and-pond-fish-anatomy-what-you-need-to-know


 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or 
completely new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
January 
 January 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Dr 
 

February  
 February 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  TJ Marco 
     Phoenix-Cave Creek Rd & Dynamite Blvd 
 February 7th-9th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Leo DeLangis 
Peoria-83rd Ave & Jomax Road  

April 
 April 11th: Meeting - 9amHost:  Dean Treadwell 
     Phoenix-26th Street & Shea Blvd 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 1st-3rd: Home & Garden Show  
May 9th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 13th: Meeting - 6pm 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
     Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Don & Fern Shaw 
Phoenix-7th Ave & State Route 101 

November 
 November 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Jay Murphy 
7th Ave & McDowell Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 12th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 

Treasurers Report 
Starting Balance          $2418.64 
Income 
  None         $0.00 
Expenses 
  None         $0.00 
Ending Balance  $2418.64 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt yet?  

You can have your shirt embroidered with the 

society logo for $10 or  

$20 including a polo 
shirt.  Contact Tanya 
for more information 
or to place an order - 
tanyam6@cox.net or 
call 623-451-3432. 
 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net


 

 

 

  

 ***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 

 

Need an AWESOME mug to show off something you love? 

May with White Cap Creations (find her on Facebook) made 

this beautiful mug for the white elephant gift exchange.  

She can design and create custom epoxy 

tumblers/drinkware on quality stainless steel with anything 

your heart desires!  

Available in stemless wine glasses, 20 oz 

tumbler, 30 oz tumbler, or 17 oz water bottle.  

Contact her on Facebook or email her directly 

at WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com 

Have an item or service to advertise in the 

newsletter?  In search of something? Or do 

you have a question, tip, trick, 

recommendation or idea to share?   Send your 

submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Tammy Purtell vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Shelly Lambert  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Jeanette Summers webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

mailto:WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


Back Page Editorial  

Does anyone else feel like they have been asleep for the past 6 months? Recently I saw a couple 

GPPS members share pictures of their beautiful water lilies.  All the sudden it occurred to me 

that I didn’t separate and repot my water lilies.  No wonder they hardly bloomed at all this year!  

Maybe we can have double meetings next year to make up for the lack of meetings this year??  

Or perhaps workshops on lily planting?  Or pondless water feature building (want to add one to 

my front yard)?  Or what a sieve is and how to add one to your pond (see Pond of the Month 

article)?  We have so much to catch up on…I’m excited to see you in a couple weeks!   

Tanya Brown-Editor  

P.S. Is it weird that I’ve already picked out my outfit for the October meeting??  

 
 

 

Newsletter Archive   

Did you know that you can read newsletters from back to July 1999 on our website?  It’s great to 

see the history of the group and pictures of past events!  Bookmark this link to the GPPS ARCHIVE 

it’s a secret site not linked from any of our pages.  Check it out! 

Have you found a broken link or out of date information on the website?  Please send the 

information including the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to: 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 
GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each month. 

All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and 

timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm
mailto:webmaster@phoenixponds.com

