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Will your pond be on the GPPS Pond Tour this year? 

The pond tour is a great opportunity to show off your hard work and meet other pond 
enthusiasts!  Contact Tammy at vicepres@phoenixponds.com  for more information!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Next Meeting: March 14th at 9:00am 

 The March meeting will be held at the home of Leo DeLangis 
 

➢ Telephone:  623-776-5312 

➢ Address:  8517 W. Whitehorn Way, Peoria, AZ 85383 
 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

mailto:vicepres@phoenixponds.com


Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders, 

I’ve been feeling a little under the weather lately, I think it might be “SPRING FEVER” so 

maybe, I should take a few days off to relax and recover. Nothing that a baseball game, 

Nascar or a trip to the Renaissance Festival won’t cure. This is the time of year we love to 

brag about, so hopefully you’re getting out and enjoying the nice weather and all the 

things going on around town. 

Our last meeting was held at TJ Marco’s home. We got to see and learn what he has 

accomplished in the first phase of this amazing pond that he has been dreaming of and 

planning for years. With the help of Eric “The Pond Digger” and his crew TJ has created a 

work of art. TJ was nice enough to invite the group to stop by Sunday-Tue to watch the 

final construction. Penny and I went out again on Sunday and they were hard at work 

including a few of our members Dean and Alan pitching in laying gravel and rock, so of 

course Penny and I had to jump in and help a little too. We were only able to stay for an 

hour, but Tanya was there all day capturing everything with her camera.  Can’t wait to see 

the pictures! Thank you TJ for allowing us to watch and be a part of your dream coming 

true. Hopefully you will be on this year’s pond tour so everyone can see and enjoy what 

you have created. 

I would like to thank everyone who worked the booth at the Chinese Festival it was a big 

success! We had a lot of interest in the upcoming pond tour and GPPS and of course the 

fishing game that Tanya made a few years ago was a hit again with all the kids! 

Reminder we will have the sign-up 

sheets at each meeting if you’re 

interested in being on the pond tour or 

working the booth at the Home and 

Garden show in May.   

Our next meeting will be at the home 

of Leo Delangis.  Leo is another 

member who has been busy building 

his dream pond and I can’t wait to see 

it. This is what I enjoy about GPPS is 

seeing all the different ponds that our 

members have created.  Hope to see 

you there. 

Happy Ponding, 

Ron Christensen-GPPS President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February GPPS Meeting at TJ’s Pond - February 8th 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Final Stretch & Adding Water - February 16th!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pond of the Month -  Jeanette’s Pond  
My interest in ponds began a little over twenty years ago when 
the plant nursery I worked for began selling water plants and 
pond accessories, so when I moved into my townhome from my 
apartment I began reading up on ponds and decided to dive into 
it and designed my pond. 

My pond originally started as 2 half Whiskey 
barrels until the main ponds were built in 
two phases. The upper pond consists of a 
2.5ft x 3ft pond with a small waterfall 
spilling into it this was the first phase the 
second phase was the main pond which 
starts a s a small stream that spills into the 
main pond which is approximately 5ft x 7ft 
at it’s widest point and narrows to the 
stream at the end of the pond where the 
flagstone bridge is. It is 30 inches deep in 

the center. It consists of a concrete 
collar and rubberized liner with 
flagstone edging that extends from the 
porch to the pond edge the rest is edge 
with rocks and cement on edge of the 
liner. At the time I built it I 
unfortunately did not add a leaf 
skimmer which in hindsight would been 
a good idea, this pond is now nearly 20 
years old. If I ever redo my pond, I 
would add one. I have a 3600gph pump 

in the bottom main pond that pumps the 
water up to the upper pond and waterfall.  

I have Koi’s, a few goldfish, mosquito fish and 
Leopard Frogs with waterlilies, marginals, 
spider lilies, water irises and water hyacinths. I 
used to have a small bog biofilter made out of 
one original whiskey barrels, but it leaks now 
and needs to be redone. I added additional 



aeration last year to increase the available air for the 
Koi and to hopefully prevent a disaster if the pond 
pump fails. Gorky is my largest Koi and Goldie is 
another of my named fish. Gorky is my largest fish 
he is in the center of picture by the aerator. My 
favorite fish is my Gin Rin Showa. I have not named 

the other koi yet. I have been able to keep the 
raccoons at bay as they got my original Koi’s 
after they discovered my pond this was 
despite the pond having steep sides to make it 
harder for them to fish. I now have a bird 
netting frame over the pond in the winter 
months when they seem to come around. 

Luckily no other predators have found the pond. 

I also grow many 
tropical plants that 
surround my pond 
including Pigmy date 
palms and my plumerias 
(pictured) which is 
whole different interest 

of mine these do need winter protection to grow in our 
climate. They create a very tropical setting to my yard.  

 

Jeffrey Schweikart, 64, of Mesa lost his short battle with 
cancer on January 27, 2020.  He leaves behind his wife, Dianne 
Evenson (GPPS President 1999-2003), his four sons and 10 
beloved grandchildren.  There was nothing Jeff couldn't do.  It 
could be said that he was a jack of all trades and a master of 
each.  He was a general contractor, a craftsman, a mechanic, 
a welder and especially excelled at restoring historic homes.  
Jeff will be remembered for his selflessness, integrity, 
trustworthiness, ability, ingenuity and willingness to help at all 
times.  He was a wonderful husband, father, grandfather, 
brother and friend and will be missed immensely. 

 

Celebration of Life - Jeffrey Schweikart 



Five Easy Tips for a Clean and Healthy Pond 
Your pond is a beautiful ecosystem to a host of living things and 
you want to ensure that the habitat is healthy for the sake of 
both your fish and plants. Not to mention, a healthy pond with 
clean water is so much prettier to look at than a murky water 
garden. 

Most pond owners are aware of the importance that good 
quality water plays in a pond habitat. But not knowing how to 
get or keep water quality can prove challenging to some pond 
owners.  We’re here to break the mystery down to five basic 
elements so you can rest assured your pond is in good hands. 
 

1. The Right Pump for Your Pond 

Pumps are the heart of any water feature, continually circulating 
water and providing aeration to create the basis for a stable 
ecosystem. Proper pump sizing is critical to the health and 
function of your water feature and you want to be sure you’ve 
selected the correct pump. 

To provide optimal water quality, you want to circulate the 
entire pond’s water volume a minimum of once every hour.  If your pond contains 1,000 gallons of 
water, you need a pump that will push a minimum of 1,000 gallons per hour. Other variables come 
into play when choosing the proper pump, like the height of your waterfall and the length of pipe 
that runs from your pump to the waterfall. 

Aquascape makes it easier to choose the right pump with our handy, online pond pump selection 
guide to make sure you’re using the right size pump for your pond needs. 

 

2. A Balance of Filtration 

A good biological filtration system, paired with a mechanical 
filter (such as a skimmer) to remove solids before the water 
enters the biological filtration unit, is the most effective way 
to filter water. Designing and implementing an efficient 
circulation and filtration system ensures that the water is 
oxygenated and pond debris (including leaves, floating algae, 
and anything else that’s blown in) will be swept from the 
pond’s surface and deposited into an easily emptied skimmer 
basket. 

Aquascape healthy ponds incorporate a BioFalls® biological 
filter that serves as the start of the pond’s waterfall. The 
waterfall activity adds much-needed oxygen to the pond. 
Ideally, your skimmer should be placed on the opposite side of 
your pond. Aquascape skimmers provide room to house your 
pump, along with a basket that catches leaves and debris for 
easy clean-up. 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-pumps
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/pond-pumps


 3. Maintain a Healthy Fish Population 

Pond owners love their fish and it’s easy to over-populate your pond – especially if your fish have 
babies!  Make sure you have no more than 10” of fish for every 100 gallons of water in your pond. 
You want to avoid excessive fish waste, which can cause an unhealthy imbalance in pond water. If 
you find yourself with an abundance of fish, consider finding a new home for some of your finned 
friends. Pond retailers and contractors might be willing to accept your fish. You can also contact 
local koi clubs. 

One of the many joys of pond ownership is 
interacting with your fish. Many people train 
their koi to eat straight from their hand! 
However, when you feed fish 
more than they can eat, the 
uneaten food is left to decay in the 
pond. This can prove problematic 
to the quality of your pond 
water.  Be careful not to feed your 
fish more than once per day, and 
no more than they can eat in two 
to three minutes. Remove all 
excess, leftover food so it doesn’t 
deteriorate in your pond. 

If you want happy and healthy 
pond fish, choose a high-quality 
fish food such as those provided 
by Aquascape. We offer a variety 
of fish foods that contain probiotics to aid in digestion and reduce fish waste. 
 

4. Create a Proper Balance of Plants 

Plants absorb excess nutrients in the pond and help filter the water. In addition, plants like 
waterlilies and water lettuce help to shade the pond and keep the water cooler during hot summer 
months. During the peak pond season, you want to ensure that 40% to 60% of the surface area of 
your pond is covered or shaded by plants. On the flip side, too many plants can cause oxygen 
deficiencies at night due to the photosynthetic process, when the plants take in oxygen and give off 
carbon dioxide. 

You’ll enjoy the beauty provided by a wide range of pond plants, which fall into four basic 
categories. 

Waterlilies are a favorite for the beautiful color they add to a pond. Hardy lilies return every year if 
properly over-wintered. Tropical waterlilies will die during winter months in most climates and are 
typically treated like annuals.   

Marginal plants thrive in shallow water near the edges of the pond. They include both flowering 
and non-flowering options and help to soften rock edges while providing filtration benefits.  

Floating plants such as water lettuce and water hyacinth, float on the surface of the pond with their 
roots dangling in the water. 

Oxygenators are planted at the bottom of the pond and help provide hiding places for fish. 

Calculate How Much Water Is In Your Pond:   

Length x Width x Average Depth x 7.48 = U.S. Gallons* 

*Length, width, and depth are measured in feet  

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/product-category/koi-fish-care/fish-food
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/product-category/koi-fish-care/fish-food


5. Clean Debris from Pond Before It Decays 

Decaying leaves and debris, combined with fish 
waste and leftover fish food, can cause 
ammonia levels to spike in your pond. High 
ammonia levels can stress your fish and cause 
illness. Be sure to remove dying leaves and 
plants, and remove uneaten fish food before it 
has a chance to decay. During the summer 
months, you shouldn’t find a lot of leaves and 
plant debris in your pond, but be sure to trim 
any dying leaves from aquatic plants.  During 
the fall season, install Aquascape Protective 
Pond Netting over your water feature before 
leaves begin to drop from the trees, to make 
leaf control easier. Beneficial microbes such 
as Aquascape Beneficial Bacteria can also be 
added to your pond on a continual basis to help 
keep pond water healthy and clean. 

  

Enjoy Your Best Pond Ever 

Following the above guidelines helps ensure that 
your pond is naturally balanced, thereby requiring 
less maintenance. When water in a pond is murky 
and unattractive, it’s usually due to one (or more) 
of the previous tips not being followed. You’ll be 
surprised how easy it can be to enjoy clean and 
clear pond water throughout the season. And less 
work, means more time you get to spend enjoying 
your beautiful water garden! 

 
Source: https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-

gardening/five-easy-tips-for-a-clean-and-healthy-pond  

 

 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/protective-pond-netting
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/protective-pond-netting
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/product-category/pond-water-treatment/beneficial-bacteria-for-ponds
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/five-easy-tips-for-a-clean-and-healthy-pond
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/five-easy-tips-for-a-clean-and-healthy-pond


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or 
completely new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
January 
 January 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Dr 
 

February  
 February 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  TJ Marco 
     Phoenix-Cave Creek Rd & Dynamite Blvd 
 February 7th-9th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Leo DeLangis 
Peoria-83rd Ave & Jomax Road  

April 
 April 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Dean Treadwell 
     Phoenix-26th Street & Shea Blvd 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 1st-3rd: Home & Garden Show  
May 9th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 13th: Meeting - 6pm 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
     Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Don & Fern Shaw 
Phoenix-7th Ave & State Route 101 

November 
 November 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Jay Murphy 
7th Ave & McDowell Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 12th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance          $3929.28 
Income 
  Dues          $325.00 
Expenses 
  Year End Party Food       $49.72 
  Library Case                       $38.70  
Ending Balance  $4165.86 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt yet?  

You can have your shirt embroidered with the 

society logo for $10 or  

$20 including a polo 
shirt.  Contact Tanya 
for more information 
or to place an order - 
tanyam6@cox.net or 
call 623-451-3432. 
 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net


 

 

 

  ***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 

 

Need Fill Dirt? 

Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  The pile is out front at 3308 W 

Quail Ave in Phoenix. PLEASE come get some!  We’ll even help you load 

it!  Email tanyam6@cox.net for more information.   
 

Need an AWESOME mug to show off something you love? 

May with White Cap Creations (find her on Facebook) made this beautiful mug for the white 

elephant gift exchange.  She can design and 

create custom epoxy tumblers/drinkware on 

quality stainless steel with anything your heart 

desires!  Available in stemless wine glasses, 20 oz 

tumbler, 30 oz tumbler, or 17 oz water bottle.  

Contact her on Facebook or email her directly at 

WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com 

Have an item or service to advertise in the 

newsletter?  In search of something? Or do you 

have a question, tip, trick, recommendation or 

idea to share?   Send your submission to: 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Tammy Purtell vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Shelly Lambert  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Jeanette Summers webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


Back Page Editorial  

Life is chaotic...Not just for a few of us but for most of us.  We have work, 

school, family, friends, traffic, shopping, cleaning and other endless 

responsibilities that I tend to refer to as “adulting”.  It’s hard to know which 

way is up when we’re being pulled in so many different directions. All things 

considered, we need something that can help us relax, cope and find peace.  

This is a major reason I own a pond; it helps me to find my Zen.  When I see 

that water sparkling, watch the fish gracefully glide along and hear the 

water falling over the rocks...everything makes more sense.  Even when 

I’m cleaning and elbow deep in muck, I still feel more at peace than I 

do in my cubicle at work.  And it’s not just my pond!  I can find peace 

at other people’s ponds too!  How cool is that feeling?  All the 

peace and none of the cleaning!  In a couple months we will be 

hosting the annual pond tour.  My pond has been on the tour a 

couple of times and it is always a rewarding experience.  You meet great 

people who are awestruck by the beauty you have created.  And it’s certainly 

motivating to get those projects done (like starting that bog you always wanted a week 

before the tour).  Please consider adding your pond to the tour and sharing your love of water 

gardening with others.  Perhaps it will help them find their Zen too. 

You may have noticed that this newsletter came to your inbox 

a little early…that is because I’m going to The Pond Digger 

Ranch this weekend!  I promise to report back in next 

month’s newsletter.  Until then…go enjoy your pond! 

Tanya Brown-Editor  

 
 

Newsletter Archive   

Did you know that you can read newsletters from back to July 1999 on our website?  It’s great to 

see the history of the group and pictures of past events!  Bookmark this link to the GPPS ARCHIVE 

it’s a secret site not linked from any of our pages.  Check it out! 

Have you found a broken link or out of date information on the website?  Please send the 

information including the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to: 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 
GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each month. 

All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and 

timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm
mailto:webmaster@phoenixponds.com

