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“Safer at Home”  

Though parts of Arizona have been 
reopened, the board has decided to 
err on the side of caution and cancel 
the June meeting.  Hopefully by the 
September meeting, the health and 
safety of our members will no longer 
be at risk.  We look forward to seeing 
everyone as soon as safely possible. 
 

Beautiful Ponds Come in Every Size 

The Next Meeting: To be Determined 

My waterlily pot in my front yard. You 
don't need electricity or a pump to have 
a beautiful pond.  Let mother nature do 
the work for you by adding a water lily, 
oxygenating plants like hornwort or 
anacharis and a marginal plant like my 
dwarf papyrus.  You’ll also want to add 
a "few" gambusia (mosquito fish) that 
will keep the mosquitos from breeding.  
Be sure to pick the dead waterlily leaves 
and deadhead the water lily blooms and 
you will have crystal clear water. 

Annie Foster - GPPS Treasurer 

 



Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders,  

What a crazy and scary few months this has been! 

I don’t know about you, but I’m so ready to get 

together and see what everyone has been doing 

to keep themselves busy. Hopefully you’re all 

doing well and slowly getting out and enjoying 

things that we use to take for granted before all 

this social distancing. The first thing on my list 

was a haircut! 

The board had to make the sad decision to once 

again cancel our monthly meeting; we feel the 

spread of the virus needs to be more under control and having a large group would put 

our member’s safety and health at risk.  I would like to thank Chuck & 

Joy for volunteering to host the June meeting before all this happened, 

but we’ll be sharing pictures and information about their pond in this 

month’s newsletter as the “Pond of the month”. 

  Thank you to everyone who sent in pictures of their pond                                     

for this year’s virtual pond tour.  It was so interesting to see the 

diversity of each pond. We saw ponds that were natural, formal, 

traditional, large and small and this shows what our group is 

all about. We all share the love of ponding and spending time 

with our fish, turtles and plants. I would like to give a special shout- 

out to Tanya for putting it all together for us.   

We are in the process of renewing and upgrading our website domain name and its 

security with GoDaddy.  Hopefully when it’s finished, we can post the pictures of our 

virtual pond tour for everyone to enjoy. 

I have been receiving a lot of calls and emails from people who 

are interested in joining our group, so hopefully when we finally 

get together, we’ll be seeing some new faces and new ponds. If 

all seems safe, our next meeting will be at the home of 

Alan and Molly Hanna. Hope to see you soon. 

Happy ponding,  

Ron Christensen-GPPS President 

 

 



 

 

The Basso’s Western-Cowboy themed yard 

includes a 5,000 gallon pond with a 3-foot long 

stream, bog filter and multi-level waterfall.  The 

pond is 5-feet deep with a 4” bottom drain and air 

dome. The skimmer and bottom drain feed a self-

cleaning Cetus sieve filter to separate solids from 

the water. A 2-inch line feeds the 1/8 HP Super 

Falls pump. The water is fed into a closed bio-filter 

splitting the water through a valve controlled by 

a timer to change water flow from the falls to the 

valves mid-level in the pond before going through 

a bog system before entering the waterfall.   

What’s even more impressive than the plumbing 

system is that the entire set up is housed in the 

basement of their grandkid’s playhouse!  The 

pond is shaded by several sun sails that add to the 

beauty of the yard.  For those who have visited 

Chuck and Joy’s over the years, you know that 

there’s always something new. There’s a 

playground for the grandkids, amazing outdoor 

kitchen, large covered seating area and who 

knows what else (odds are Chuck has been busy 

during quarantine)!  We all look forward to the 

next time we can visit their incredible yard!  

Tanya Brown - GPPS Editor  

Pond of the Month - Chuck & Joy Basso 



Psychological Benefits to Owning a Water Feature 

What if someone told you a water feature in your home could reduce your stress and increase your 

overall well-being?  You’d probably think, “Sign me up!”  Well, according to research, there are 

psychological benefits to having a water feature or water garden.  The sound of running water and 

exposure to water can greatly improve your psychological and even physical health. 

People get bogged down with stress from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.  Over the years, 

evolution has drawn people farther away from nature and the result is highly populated cities with most 

land covered by buildings, leaving very little green and blue to be found.  This lack of nature adds to the 

mental and physical stress of people’s lives.  Many studies have been done to prove that exposure to 

nature can induce positive thoughts, pleasure, aesthetic joy, promotion of spirituality, and psychological 

restoration.  Water is among the top features of nature tested in these studies to promote good mental 

health.   

Having a pond, fountain, stream, or waterfall 

not only adds to the ambiance of your home 

and yard, it provides the psychological 

benefits of water.  Being by water can 

promote calmness, focus, creativity, better 

sleep quality, and something called the blue-

mind, coined by Wallace J. Nichols.  The 

effect of the blue-mind according to Nichols 

is described as “the calm, peacefulness, 

unity, and sense of general happiness and 

satisfaction with life in the moment” when a 

person is in or near water.  Even if you are not 

near natural water, Nichols suggests being mindful of small bodies of water like fountains, ponds, pools, 

and streams to gain the benefits of the blue-mind.  These water features can trigger the brain to 

experience empathy, positive emotion, and self-awareness- the building blocks that make up happiness.   

Why does water have this powerful effect?  One reason is that water has an effect on the brain to the 

likes of meditation.  In water, catecholamine neurotransmitters, the neurochemicals that relay stress to 

the brain, are recalibrated to give you a Zen-like calm feeling, ultimately reducing stress and anxiety.  

Even in represented forms, like waterfalls, fountains, and ponds the sound of running water has been 

shown to be effective in the reduction of the stress hormones epinephrine and cortisol, which are 

associated with many health ailments when levels are high.  A reduction in these hormones will also help 

to reduce anxiety.  Also, water, in all forms, releases negatively charged ions into the air, which combats 

free radicals and purifies the air.  These negative ions are also believed to boost serotonin levels which 

relieve stress and depression and in turn increase energy, alertness, and concentration.  

Ponds, waterfalls, and fountains are the perfect way to achieve all these positive attributes.  The 

waterfalls and fountains are engineered not only to mimic nature, but to suggest nature with their rustic 

yet serene decorative aesthetic.   Affordable and easy to maintain, these water features are your 

stepping stone to a happy and healthy life. 

Source: https://www.totalpond.com/blog/psychological-benefits-to-owning-a-water-feature  

https://www.totalpond.com/blog/psychological-benefits-to-owning-a-water-feature


Using Pond Dye 

Annie recently began using 

pond dye to control algae 

and her pond is looking 

great!  She has found that it 

has stopped at least 98% of 

the algae growth on the 

waterfall.  It was amazing.  

She didn’t have to use 

anything to remove algae 

from the waterfall this year. 

Just a brush on a pole to 

clean off the dead stuff. 
 

 

Benefits of Pond Dye 
Pond dye is a substance that dyes the color of your pond which, in 

turn, will kill the algae.  You can pick the color based upon your pond’s 

environment.  Pond dye is sort of a love/hate relationship, some love 

it and others don’t. Here’s everything you need to know, to find out if 

pond dye is the right choice for your pond.  

Benefits of Pond Dye 

When it comes to pond dye there are several benefits, other than the obvious of coloring your pond.  Pond 

dye will reduce the amount of algae growth, deter predators, color your water, and help create a natural 

balance in your pond ecosystem.  Adding in pond dye will turn your pond from that not so good looking 

brown or green to any color of your choosing. Also, if you struggle with your fish being eaten by herons, 

adding in pond dye will make it more difficult for your fish to be gobbled up, especially expensive koi.  The 

dye will help to hide your fish because the coloring will make it hard to see your fish from above or on the 

water level.  Pond dye kills all algae, filamentous algae, mat-forming algae, and single-cell planktonic algae.  

This dye also helps shallower ponds look deeper. The dye helps to make your pond look much more 

aesthetically pleasing.  

Drawbacks of Pond Dye 

Unfortunately, you must use gloves and your choice of protective gear when applying as you could 

permanently dye your clothes if you’re not careful.  If it rains often where you reside, you will have to reapply 

more frequently.  This is because when it rains, there is more water which dilutes the coloring.  If it does rain 

it will be even taking a hit to your expenses when you purchase more dye. You can also make your dye as I 

will mention down below.  Also, if you end up choosing black dye and you have a muddy pond it won’t be 

effective.  If you have a muddy pond consider using blue, this is because it will penetrate the mud particles 

and it will turn your pond a good looking blue.  
 



Types of Pond Dye 

There are quite a few types of pond dyes out on the market.  Let’s start with my favorite, the aqua blue dye, 

this helps your pond look like the color of the ocean, it adds a great look but still looks natural.  Next is the 

black pond dye, this blocks sunlight incredibly well, has a very dazzling reflection and will block out those 

pesky birds.  If you think both those options are cool, check out twilight blue, it’s a mix between both blue 

and black.  This dye has amazing synergy between both.  Those are my main two, well three but you can find 

pretty much any color, such as red, purple, orange, etc. online. 

Is Pond Dye Safe for Fish? 

Yes, it won’t harm any aquatic life you may have in your pond.  This is a huge bonus when using pond dye.  

When I first started building ponds, I was a little skeptical about using pond dye, as I didn’t know if it would 

work, kill my fish.  After tons of research, I finally decided to purchase some pond dye and I never looked 

back. 

Will Pond Dye Color Rocks, Fish, Or Plants? 

If you are using the right amount of pond dye, you do not have to worry about the dye coloring anything 

else in your pond.  Pond dye will not stain any of your rocks or plants unless you are using way too much.  

Although it does not color your fish, it will appear as though your fish will be the color of the pond dye you 

have used.  

How Does Pond Dye Work? 

Pond dye will darken the water, not allowing so much sunlight to shine through.  The sunlight is what algae 

love, especially during the summer months.  So, when you dye your pond, it will inhibit the growth of algae, 

not the other plants.  Pond dye will keep you pond looking attractive all year long.  When adding in the pond 

it will mix with the other water and create the same color across your whole pond.  Note, pond dyes are not 

pesticides and should never be used as a substitute. 

Does Pond Dye Kill Algae? 

Indeed it does, algae is something every pond owner will face.  Dying your pond when you first begin your 

pond is key, as it will kill the algae before you begin placing in pond equipment.  So, in doing so, you don’t 

have to worry about algae climbing all over your filters, pump, and fountains.  The dye works by blocking 

out UV rays so algae will not have sunlight to grow.  The most common color to control algae growth is 

black. The black dye blocks out the most amount of UV rays.  The black pond dye does not turn your pond 

into a completely black color such as pen ink, it makes it look like a dark cloud is over your pond at all times 

which looks very good. 

How Long Does Pond Dye Last? 

On average it takes roughly 6-8 weeks until you have to re-apply.  For my ponds, it lasts quite a bit longer, 

but it usually has to do with how good your water circulation is.  Another factor you need to keep in mind is 

rainfall. If it rains in your area quite often, you may have to re-apply every 4-6 weeks. 

How Deep Should My Pond Be For Pond Dye? 

Most dyes treat up to 1 acre of water at a depth of 4-6 ft.  If you don’t know how deep your pond is you can 

use weighted string.  Try different areas of your pond to ensure you get the average depth and the right 

amount for dosage rates.  If for some reason you are unable to do that, you can apply the pond dye a little 

bit at a time.  Shortly after you’ve applied it, you can add more, depending on how you want your pond color 

to be. 

How to Make Pond Dye 

Pond dye is quite easy to make. First off, you’re going to need a 1-gallon bucket.  With that bucket, fill it up 

with pond water. Next, pour in 1 tablespoon of food coloring into the bucket.  After you’ve done that, begin 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07GJ5SPBQ/ref=as_li_ss_tl?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B07GJ5SPBQ&pd_rd_w=VC6vc&pf_rd_p=8a8f3917-7900-4ce8-ad90-adf0d53c0985&pd_rd_wg=14O45&pf_rd_r=VV3P6KDNJRDX5ZVP0PGC&pd_rd_r=9cd59002-5af5-4ebc-b5ef-1f92df444a17&linkCode=sl1&tag=helpyourpond-20&linkId=3f0ed18ac9cd680d7f9a0e492a4bc2c6
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Lake-Pond-Dye-Gallon/dp/B01J2489C0/ref=as_li_ss_tl?keywords=black+pond+dye&qid=1564336153&s=lawn-garden&sr=1-4&linkCode=sl1&tag=helpyourpond-20&linkId=c0ad38d0fda3a7194af5fd14ccb7c590
https://www.amazon.com/Pond-Logic-Twilight-Blue-Plus/dp/B004DKKZNK/ref=as_li_ss_tl?keywords=twilight+blue+pond+dye&qid=1564356977&s=lawn-garden&sr=1-4&linkCode=sl1&tag=helpyourpond-20&linkId=be2954c25388a2f30eeeff2156f04ecb


to stir in the solution with your desired utensil.  You can add in more food coloring until it is exactly the color 

you want.  Lastly, now that you know need a tablespoon per 1 gallon, if you have a 150-gallon pond, you 

know you must add in 150 tablespoons.  Voila! You just made your pond dye and added it into your pond. 
 

How to Choose the Right Pond Dye 

When it comes to choosing the right pond dye it is only a 

matter of preference, that is unless you are trying to reduce 

algae growth.  Not one pond dye has an advantage than any 

other colors, it is just choosing the color that you would like 

in your pond. If you are trying to reduce algae growth in your 

pond the recommended color is black.  Black will block out 

the most amount of UV rays compared to any other color.  

My personal preference for pond dye is a dark blue color. 

Dark blue adds a super cool look to my pond and it does not 

look super unnatural like an emerald blue or and orange 

color, even red. 

How to Choose the Right Pond Dye 

Before I used pond dye, the only time I was truly happy with my pond was when it was crystal clear, which 

rarely happened.  The color of my water was always either green, brown color, or a combination of both.  

None of those colors ever looked good. 

The first time I used pond dye, it took me 

a while to get used to it.  After looking at 

my pond and not be surprised at the 

great color it was, I could start to enjoy 

it.  Not only the color looked good, but 

the rocks in the pond also looked great 

as there was a small number of algae.  

How To Use Pond Dye 

Pond dye is very easy and simple to use 

if you are using the right amounts.  Pond dye can very easily be overdone because the owner sees the small 

amount they have added and puts in just a little extra which can cause harm to your pond.  I always have to 

remember when using pond dye, that a little goes a long way.  When putting in the pond, by placing it near 

your fountain, it will help to spread the dye much faster and allow you to see if extra is needed instead of 

just guessing.  Pond dye is a dye and will stain rocks, plants, or walkways if spilled directly onto.  You have to 

be careful not to spill any pond around your pond as it will be there for a very long time.  You also do not 

want this to get on any clothing or your skin.  The dye will stain your clothes and will never come out no 

matter how many times you try.  Pond dye that has touched the skin can cause irritation as well as a rash. 

Conclusion 

Pond dye is something that everyone will enjoy or use, but after hearing and seeing the benefits it had a 

pond I had to try it out.  Pond dye will change the color of your water taking it from a gross brown to a 

beautiful blue.  The dye also is a great way to help remove algae without adding any harsh chemicals to your 

pond.  One of the best features that are often overlooked is the ability to hide your fish from predators.  The 

dye makes it hard for birds or other predators to see into your pond.  All in all pond dye has helped me enjoy 

my pond as well as help my pond stay clean and my fish safe. 

By Aiden Lindow  Source: https://helpyourpond.com/benefits-of-pond-dye/  

Pond Dye Before and After 

https://helpyourpond.com/benefits-of-pond-dye/


 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or 
completely new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
January 
 January 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Dr 
 

February  
 February 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  TJ Marco 
     Phoenix-Cave Creek Rd & Dynamite Blvd 
 February 7th-9th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March - CANCELLED 
 March 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Leo DeLangis 
Peoria-83rd Ave & Jomax Road  

April - CANCELLED 
 April 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Dean Treadwell 
     Phoenix-26th Street & Shea Blvd 

May - CANCELLED 
 NO MEETING   
May 1st-3rd: Home & Garden Show  
May 9th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June - CANCELLED 
 June 13th: Meeting - 6pm 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
     Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Don & Fern Shaw 
Phoenix-7th Ave & State Route 101 

November 
 November 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Jay Murphy 
7th Ave & McDowell Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 12th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance          $4146.18 
Income 
  None         $0.00 
Expenses 
Go Daddy Website $1393.42        

Upgrade & Security       
Ending Balance  $2752.76 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt yet?  

You can have your shirt embroidered with the 

society logo for $10 or  

$20 including a polo 
shirt.  Contact Tanya 
for more information 
or to place an order - 
tanyam6@cox.net or 
call 623-451-3432. 
 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net


 

 

 

  ***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 

Need Pond or Bog Plants? 

It’s that time of year again!!!  Several of us will be separating and 

repotting our lilies and other plants that are going crazy now that spring 

has sprung. If you are looking for plants or have plants to share, please 

email tanyam6@cox.net and I will connect the parties! 

Need an AWESOME mug to show off something you love? 

May with White Cap Creations (find her on Facebook) made this beautiful mug for the white 

elephant gift exchange.  She can design and 

create custom epoxy tumblers/drinkware on 

quality stainless steel with anything your heart 

desires!  Available in stemless wine glasses, 20 oz 

tumbler, 30 oz tumbler, or 17 oz water bottle.  

Contact her on Facebook or email her directly at 

WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com 

Have an item or service to advertise in the 

newsletter?  In search of something? Or do you 

have a question, tip, trick, recommendation or 

idea to share?   Send your submission to: 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Tammy Purtell vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Shelly Lambert  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Jeanette Summers webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


Back Page Editorial  

Here we have the pond version of Where’s Waldo…but in this case, Waldo is bird who is taking a 

break in my bog plants.  Can you find him?  (Answer below the picture) 

Tanya Brown-Editor  

 
 

Newsletter Archive   

Did you know that you can read newsletters from back to July 1999 on our website?  It’s great to 

see the history of the group and pictures of past events!  Bookmark this link to the GPPS ARCHIVE 

it’s a secret site not linked from any of our pages.  Check it out! 

Have you found a broken link or out of date information on the website?  Please send the 

information including the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to: 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com  

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each month. 

All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and 

timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 Answer: Waldo is a grey bird with a yellow head located in the very center of the picture. 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm
mailto:webmaster@phoenixponds.com

