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The Next Meeting: January 11th at 9:00am 

 The January meeting will be held at the home of Tammy & Eric Purtell   
 

➢ Telephone:  480-320-8890 

➢ Address:  4824 E. Sleepy Ranch Road, Cave Creek, AZ 85331 
 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

Annual Dues are Due 

Annual dues for 2020 are now due.  If you 

have not already paid for 2020, you can bring 

your $25 check or cash to the next meeting or 

you can mail them to our Treasurer at  

Annie Foster 

3543 E. Rosemonte Drive 

Phoenix, AZ 85050 

              Do you follow  

            GPPS on       

             Facebook? 

Like us for updates, 

meeting reminders &   

other fun stuff!!   

Greater Phoenix Pond 

Society 

https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Phoenix-Pond-Society-207485659293368/
https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Phoenix-Pond-Society-207485659293368/
https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Phoenix-Pond-Society-207485659293368/


Letter from the President 

Happy Holidays! Hope everyone is enjoying time with 

family and friends or just taking a moment to relax 

and enjoy this magical time of year.  

I would like to thank Richard and Pet for once again 

hosting and opening up their beautiful home and 

yard for our end of the year holiday party / meeting.  

We always look forward to strolling through your 

tropical paradise that you have created.  Both of your 

ponds look and sound amazing! I was so happy to see 

Ernie was able to get your special vases that you have 

had for many years, finally set up and working for your new water feature. 

Hope everyone got plenty to eat and enjoyed the white elephant gift exchange, it was 

a lot of FUN and of course Nemo made it back!    

Tanya definitely gets a big thank you for the beautiful ornaments that she made for 

GPPS. You out did yourself this year! They are amazing and we can tell you put a lot of 

hours into making them. 

The 2020 schedule to host a GPPS meeting is full! Thank you, to everyone who signed 

up and for sharing your ponds with us. 

We are looking for volunteers for this year’s booth at the Chinese Culture & Cuisine 

Festival coming up February 7th-9th.  You’ll be spending a couple hours sharing 

information on ponds, promoting GPPS and our upcoming 2020 pond tour. Diana Ho, 

one of our GPPS members who is also the president of the Chinese Festival has 

arranged for us to be set up by the KOI exhibit again.  We usually get a lot of interest 

and new members from this event, so please think about volunteering and sharing 

with others your love of ponding. The sign-up 

sheet will be at our next meeting. 

I am looking forward to working with all of our 

2020 board members in making this an amazing 

year!  Remember we are always looking for 

new ideas and suggestions. 

Our next meeting will be at the home of Tammy 

and Eric Purtell, hope to see you all there. 

Have a safe and Happy New Year,  

Ron Christensen-GPPS President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 

Meeting & 

Year End 

Party at the 

Smith’s Pond 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pond of the Month - Steve Wilson in North Phoenix 

I joined GPPS just over a year ago.  When I suggested to Tanya that our newsletter should have a monthly 
member pond spotlight, I should have suspected I'd be the first. 

My first pond was beautiful, but it was small and required 
lots of maintenance.  It was a simple preformed pond 
with a small pool spilling into a larger lower pool.  I set 
this into the ground and built a garden planter around it. 

I enjoyed this for about 7 years until two raccoons 
destroyed it in the night, literally ripping up the lilies to eat all 22 goldfish.  That experience motivated me to 
build a bigger pond that would require less maintenance and be less vulnerable to predators. 

My new pond is still a work in progress.  
Except for the block work, it is 100% DIY.  It 
features block and concrete construction 
with a rubber liner, roughly 8' wide x 15' long.  
Height is 2 feet above ground (sitting height) 
and 1.5 feet below ground, giving a total 
capacity of 2800 gallons including the filters.  
LED strip lights are hidden under the edges.  A 
leaf skimmer and 4" aerated bottom drain 
send the yucky stuff 20 feet behind the 
house, where I hid the gravity-fed filtration 
system out of view.  My DIY filter consists of 
four blue barrels containing a mix of floor 
buffing pads, aerated K1 and K3 media and a 
UV light.  Thus far these have done an 
excellent job keeping my pH, ammonia, 
nitrites and nitrates in check.  All four barrels are plumbed with drains and knife valves so I can empty the 
yucky stuff without getting my hands dirty.  An auto-fill levels the water again when I'm done. 

I sometimes drop a GoPro in the pond, and you can see some of that underwater video here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDuMG2GS_DU&t=9s  

My next tasks include covering the brick, building a waterfall, a pergola, pavers and landscaping. 

Editor’s Note: Big Thanks to Steve for being our first Pond of the Month! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDuMG2GS_DU&t=9s


8 Spring Maintenance Tips for Your Pond 

Spring is almost here and it’s time to get a 
little maintenance done on your pond. 
These maintenance tasks can help prevent 
future problems from arising throughout 
the pond season. Some pond enthusiasts 
enjoy performing their own maintenance, 
but you can always hire a professional to 
take care of it for you.  

1. Clean out your pond, whether that 
means a full cleanout or just picking up a 
bit and rinsing things off. Enjoy our easy-
to-follow spring cleanout instructions 
below. 

2. Check pond pumps to make sure that it’s clean and functioning correctly. Your pump is the heart 
of your water feature and needs to be in tip-top shape at all times. Learn more about water feature 
pond pump maintenance. 

3. Fix any leaks in your water feature. Constantly adding tap water to make up for a loss of pond 
water means the constant addition of nutrients which will eventually promote algae growth. 

4. Remove algae, leaves and other debris left over from the season before. This is crucial because 
an excess of decaying debris will add to the 
nutrient levels and the algae in the pond. 

5. Start adding beneficial bacteria 
treatments and continue to do so regularly 
throughout the season. It competes with 
the algae for available nutrients, starving 
the algae of its food source.  Use 
Aquascape’s Automatic Dosing System to 
avoid the hassle of consistently adding and 
choosing the correct water treatments for 
your water feature. 

6. Add plants to control algae. Since plants 
directly compete with algae for nutrients, 
they are the most important addition to the pond. Using a wide variety of plants will not only add 
to the natural look of the pond, but will reduce algae growth as well. 

7. DO NOT overfeed your fish. Fish food that is not eaten will add more nutrients to the pond, helping 
feed the algae. See our 5 Tips for Feeding Fish article for more information. 

8. Last but not least, have fun with your water feature! Spruce it up with new landscaping, add a 
fountain within your feature, add lighting or just change up some of the rock work! Get creative 
because after all, your water feature is your masterpiece to enjoy and show off to others. 

Source: https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/maintenance-and-care/8-pond-maintenance-tips-spring  

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/maintenance-and-care/8-pond-maintenance-tips-spring


Successfully Clean Your Pond for Spring 

Spring is simply the most exciting time of year. Birds return from their southern migration, furry 
critters waken from their winter slumber, trees are budding, and your pond fish are stretching and 
warming up their fins for summer swimming! The best thing you can do for the health of your pond 
this season is to clean your pond – whether it’s a deep cleaning or just a bit of sprucing up.  

Take a good look at your pond and ask yourself, “Does my water feature need a full clean-out this 
season, or does it just need to be tidied up a little?” To help you decide, it’s worth knowing what to 
look for. First, if there is a layer of “crud” at the bottom of the pond and the water is dark in color, 
it would be a good idea to do a full clean-out. 

On the other hand, if there is just a small amount of debris that you can stir up and capture with a 
net and the water looks clear, a little tidying up is all that’s in order. If you’re going the full clean-out 
route, plan on spending a half to a full day to complete a pond clean-out. A Pondless® Waterfall will 
take considerably less time. You can, of course, hire a pond pro to clean your water feature for you. 

The best time to perform a pond clean-out is the early spring, before your water garden completely 
awakens from its winter dormancy – ideally before the water temperature in the pond creeps above 
55º F. If a clean-out is performed when the water is warmer, after bacteria colonies form, the balance 
of the ecosystem will be thrown off and your pond will go through another period of algae blooms 
before the bacteria colonies become re-established. Be patient, your pond will naturally balance 
itself provided you don’t have a fish overload. 

Here’s what you need to clean your pond: 

• A clean-out pump with approximately 25 ft. of discharge hose 

• A high-pressure nozzle for your garden hose, or a power washer 

• Garden shears for trimming plants 

• A child’s swimming pool or a similar sized container to hold fish and any other critters you 
find during the clean-out 

• A net or something similar to place over the fish container to keep them from jumping out 

• Two five-gallon buckets to collect leaves and debris 

• A fish net 

• Aquascape Pond Detoxifier to remove chorine and chloramines from tap water prior to 
putting fish back in the pond 

• Aquascape Cold Water Beneficial Bacteria 

Drain the Pond Water 

• Place the clean-out pump in the deepest point of the pond in order to remove the water. 

• Drain the water into the surrounding landscape. Be sure to relocate the pipe two or three 
times to allow the water to seep into the ground and not flood the yard. 

• If you have fish, use some of this pond water to fill up the holding pool. The fish can be 
removed from the pond using a net once the water is low enough so you can easily catch 
them. 

• Don’t keep the fish in the holding pool for more than several hours. Keep them in a shady 
spot with a net over the top of the pool to prevent them from jumping out. 
 



A Gentle Cleaning 

• Rinse the inside of the pond. You can 
also use a pressure washer to help 
remove debris from the rocks and 
gravel. 

• Don’t try to scrub all of the algae away. 
Some algae on the rocks will prove 
beneficial in developing your 
ecosystem. For an average size pond 
(11′ x 16′) this should take around 15 
minutes. 

• Use the gentle stream from a garden 
hose to rinse the rocks and gravel. Start 
at the top and work your way down to 
the bottom. Periodically turn the clean-
out pump on to remove the dirty water. 
You can discontinue the periodic 
pumping once the water rinsing down 
to the bottom begins to look clear. 
Remove the pump and begin filling the 
pond. 

Cleaning the Filters 

• Remove any debris from the bottom of 
the skimmer. This can be done by hand 
or by using the cleanout pump. 

• Remove the media nets and filter pads from the BioFalls® Filter. If you have the optional drain 
kit attached to your Signature Series™ BioFalls® Filter, you can open up the valve and rinse 
the media and filters. Once the filters have been removed rinse them free of accumulated 
debris. 

• The filter media and mats can be put back into place and the waterfalls pump can be 
reattached in the skimmer. 

Acclimating Pond Fish 

• After filling the pond with your garden hose, add Aquascape Pond Detoxifier to the water so 
it is safe for your fish. 

• Dip a five-gallon bucket, or similar sized container, in the fish holding tank and fill it with 
water. 

• After you’ve caught a fish, place it in the bucket and set the buckets in the clean pond water 
(this prepares the fish for the temperature of the pond water). 

• After about 15 minutes, periodically begin splashing some pond water into the bucket. 

• By now, the temperature of the pond and the bucket water should be close to the same. You 
are ready to gently release the fish into their spring-cleaned home. 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/maintenance-and-care/give-your-pond-a-spring-cleaning 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/maintenance-and-care/give-your-pond-a-spring-cleaning


Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely 
new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting. 

2019 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 January 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Dr 
 

February  
 February 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Tentative-Sandy Tinsley 
     Goodyear-Cotton Ln & Estrella Pkwy 
 February 7th-9th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Leo DeLangis 
Peoria-83rd Ave & Jomax Road  
 

April 
 April 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Dean Treadwell 
     Phoenix-26th Street & Shea Blvd 
April 24th-26th: Home & Garden Show 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 9th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 13th: Meeting - 6pm 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
     Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Don & Fern Shaw 
Phoenix-7th Ave & State Route 101 

November 
 November 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Jay Murphy 
7th Ave & McDowell Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 12th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance          $3216.57 
Income 
  Dues          $200.00 
Expenses 
  Year End Party Supplies   $87.29    
Ending Balance  $3329.28 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt yet?  

You can have your shirt embroidered with the 

society logo for $10  

or $20 including a 

polo shirt. Contact 

Tanya at 

tanyam6@cox.net 

for more 

information or to 

place an order. 



 

 



 

 

 

  ***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 

Need Fill Dirt? 

Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  The pile is out front at 3308 W 

Quail Ave in Phoenix. PLEASE come get some!  We’ll even help you load it!  

Email tanyam6@cox.net for more information. 

Need Bog Plants? 

Tanya has lots of Creeping Jenny, Yerba Mansa and yellow Cana, just email 

tanyam6@cox.net if you need some, I can bring it to the next meeting or 

arrange to meet you. 

Need an AWESOME mug to show off something you love? 

May with White Cap Creations (find her on Facebook) 

made this beautiful mug for the white elephant gift 

exchange.  She can design and create custom epoxy 

tumblers/drinkware on quality stainless steel with 

anything your heart desires!  Available in stemless wine 

glasses, 20 oz tumbler, 30 oz tumbler, or 17 oz water 

bottle.  Contact her on Facebook or email her directly at 

WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In 

search of something? Or do you have a question, tip, trick, 

recommendation or idea to share?   Send your submission 

to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Tammy Purtell vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Shelly Lambert  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Jeanette Summers webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


Back Page Editorial  

Thank you to everyone who came to the December 

meeting/party!  We had a great turnout and it was fun to 

see everyone in a more social atmosphere.  The white 

elephant gift exchange was a blast as usual and got to 

see the more ruthless side of people.  There was some 

stealing and no doubt we’ll see some of the gifts again 

next year.   

You’ll see the addition of the Pond of the Month article 

in this issue.  Our goal is to have members send in a write 

up of their pond with a few pictures.  This will give us an 

opportunity to see more of our members pond each 

year.  Want to see your pond in the next issue?  Just 

email tanyam6@cox.net with a few pictures and details 

of your pond. 

This month I’m including Spring pond care tips even 

though we’re in the middle of a frost warning.  Our 

ponds may be “sleeping” through this cold weather but 

warmer temperatures will be here before we know it 

and we’ll need to be ready.   

The new year is an exciting time that brings resolutions, 

refreshed goals and new adventures! I’m planning on 

fixing my bog leak and adding more fish hides this year.  

What do you have planned for 2020? 

Tanya Brown-Editor 

Newsletter Archive   

Did you know that you can read newsletters from back 

to July 1999 on our website?  It’s great to see the history 

of the group and pictures of past events!  Bookmark this 

link to the GPPS ARCHIVE it’s a secret site not linked 

from any of our pages.  Check it out! 

Have you found a broken link or out of date information 

on the website?  Please send the information including the page name and what needs to be 

changed or fixed to: webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 
GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each month. 

All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and 

timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm
mailto:webmaster@phoenixponds.com

