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WILL THIS BE YOUR               

LAST NEWSLETTER? 
Club dues must be paid by February 29th to continue receiving the 
newsletter and all the other benefits of the club like expert advice, 
great friendships, fish and plant exchanges! Don’t miss out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Next Meeting: February 8th at 9:00am 

 The February meeting will be held at the home of TJ Marco   
 

➢ Telephone:  602-412-8457 

➢ Address:  4234 E. Mark Lane, Cave Creek, AZ 85040 
 

Be sure to approach from 42nd St, there is no access to Mark Lane from 44th St. 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

Annual Dues are Due 

Annual dues for 2020 are now due.  If you 

have not already paid for 2020, you can bring 

your $25 check or cash to the next meeting or 

you can mail them to our Treasurer at  

Annie Foster 

3543 E. Rosemonte Drive 

Phoenix, AZ 85050 



Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders, 

I hope everyone is enjoying 2020 so far. This is the time 

of year where the weather starts to warm up a bit and 

we can get outside to start a few outside projects. We 

had a great turnout at the January meeting. Tammy 

and Eric had the fire going with hot chocolate and 

s’mores. I would like to thank them for hosting and 

sharing their pond with us.  

It’s time to start preparing for our annual pond tour in 

May. Part of that preparation is advertising the pond 

tour at the Phoenix Chinese Festival February 7th, 8th and 9th and the Home and Garden 

Show May 1-3. Thank you to everyone who already signed up to work the booth at the 

Chinese festival. If you’re interested, we could use a few more members to volunteer on 

Sunday Feb 9th. It’s good to have a couple members at a time to give each other a break 

and to be able to discuss and share information with multiple people interested in GPPS.  

We usually get a lot of interested people at this festival and I encourage everyone to come 

out and enjoy the free festival, our booth will be next to the KOI exhibit where you can 

see hundreds of award winning Koi fish. Thank you, Diana Ho for setting us up with this 

wonderful opportunity to advertise and share the love of water gardening and how to 

have a pond in the desert! 

We will be having the annual pond tour sign-up sheet at every meeting, so please consider 

sharing your pond with the general public this year. It’s a great way to get motivated to 

get that spring cleaning done and finishing a project that you’ve been putting off, what a 

wonderful way to share all your hard work! 

Annual dues are due! Remember if you would like to continue to receive the monthly 

newsletter you must pay this year’s annual $25 dues by the 

end of February. You can either mail it to the treasure or 

bring it to the next meeting. Paying the dues will allow you 

to get the newsletter and receive free plants, fish and etc. 

Remember If any of our members have any ideas or 

suggestions please let us know.  

The next meeting will be held February 8th at TJ Marco’s 

home hope to see you there! 

Happy Ponding, 

Ron Christensen-GPPS President 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 

Meeting 

at the 

Purtell’s 

Pond 

Who gave 

Tammy 

(aka New)  

that fire 

poker?? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great turnout 

for the first 

meeting of 

2020! 

Thank you! 



Koi Pond Predators: Raccoons 

The raccoon tends to receive a mixed reputation, as 
some people appreciate its cuteness, while others 
consider it a nuisance. If you are a koi enthusiast with 
an outdoor pond, chances are you fall into the latter 
category. Raccoons are easy to please when it comes 
to food–they are omnivores that will eat almost 
anything–and this makes them a danger to your koi 
pond. A hungry raccoon won’t miss an opportunity 
for a fishing trip in your backyard. 

Fortunately, raccoons are relatively innocuous in the 
realm of koi pond predators. In many cases, you can 
prevent the problem by taking proactive steps to 
ensure you are not attracting raccoons and by 
designing your pond in a way that greatly reduces 
their aquatic hunting capabilities. There also exist several options for banishing the masked 
bandits if they’ve discovered your pond. However, raccoons are not a threat to be taken lightly, 
and they should be actively avoided in order to keep your koi safe. 

Raccoon Basics 

The raccoon is one of the country’s most recognizable critters. That’s because raccoons are 
ubiquitous across the United States and Mexico, as well as several parts of Canada. Whether you 
dwell in the city, suburbs or country, chances are there’s a raccoon not too far away. Often 
confused with rodents, the masked mammal actually belongs to another genus of nocturnal 
animals: procyon. 

A full grown raccoon reaches a formidable 
size, weighing up to about 23 pounds and 
spanning up to 37 inches long. The raccoon 
has gray to brown fur, with a trademark 
black mask around its eyes. A raccoon’s tail 
is bushy, displaying black rings and 
measuring up to 16 inches. Raccoons have 
paws with five toes that enable them to 
climb easily. They also are excellent 
swimmers and enjoy searching for food in 
the water. 

The lifespan of a raccoon in the wild is one 
to three years–compared with the potential to 
live 20 years in captivity–as most fall victim to 
predation, disease or moving cars at a relatively 
young age. A raccoon’s main predators include bobcats, foxes, coyotes and owls. 

Don’t let their adorable faces fool you–

raccoons are formidable koi predators. 



Detecting Raccoons 

Though raccoons will come out at any time of day if there’s a ready meal available, they are 
nocturnal by nature and typically hunt at night and sleep during the day. If you are out to catch 
a raccoon red handed, the hours between dusk and dawn are your best bet, especially in the 
warmer months. Raccoons give birth in the spring, so that’s the time of year to be most vigilant, 
as they will be on the prowl for extra food for their young. They will continue to gorge 
themselves throughout the summer to store up body fat in preparation for sleeping in their dens 
through much of the winter. 

If you’ve had fish that have gone missing, a number of animals could be to blame. However, if 
raccoons are the culprit, the good news is that these creatures are not subtle animals. In most 
cases, you will know if you have raccoons prowling around. Some telltale signs include upended 
garbage cans, overturned rocks or flower pots, decimated gardens or pond lilies, and scattered 
yard tools. They also will leave tracks in wet soil around the pond. 

Preventing Raccoons 

If you haven’t yet had a problem with raccoons 
coming near your pond, you almost certainly will 
at some point if you don’t keep your garbage 
cans sealed. The same is true if you leave out 
bird feeders overnight or keep unemptied food 
bowls for your pets outdoors. Unfortunately, 
once the word has gone out in the raccoon 
community that your house is the newest sushi 
hotspot, you will probably continue to have 
problems with raccoons feasting on your fish. 
And by the time you become aware that you’ve 
been invaded by a raccoon, it may already have 
snatched several of your living jewels. 

Any koi enthusiast will learn quickly that sloping banks on a pond are like open invitations for 
wildlife to explore.If you are in the planning stages of a pond, you should design your pond with 
predators in mind, including raccoons. Though they are able to swim, a raccoon that isn’t 
starving is unlikely to dive into a deep pond to chase fish. Raccoons catch fish with their 
lightning-speed paws and sharp claws, so it is far more difficult for them to hunt and swim 
simultaneously. When designing your pond, make sure the water edge immediately drops at 
least one or two feet in depth. 

Repelling Raccoons 

Once you’ve determined that you have a raccoon problem, several solutions exist to prevent 
damage to your pond and to ensure your koi’s safety. 

Netting is one of the top strategies enthusiasts employ to keep raccoons out of their ponds. You 
can put a net over your pond at night when raccoons are most likely searching for a snack. Be 
sure to hold it down with heavy rocks or stakes. 

Raccoons love a gentle slope to the water’s edge. 



Another way to deter raccoons from your property and your pond is to install solar-powered 
LED lights, which, when activated at night, mimic to a raccoon the red eyes of its predators. 

Installing an electric fence is a more cumbersome, yet highly effective, option. If you are looking 
to save money and avoid disrupting the aesthetic, a single wire about six inches off the ground 
can keep raccoons out in many cases. An additional wire one foot off the ground will hamper 
any persistent racoons. You can install electric-fencing systems that are equipped with 
programmable timers, so that the fence automatically activates at night. 

Alternatively, you can create your own wire-covered pond frame using chicken wire with holes 
less than an inch in diameter. It should be cut to the shape of your pond and put on the surface 
of the water. 

One of the simplest options, as long as you 
do not have pets or children that play in the 
yard, is to sprinkle hot sauce around the 
perimeter of the pond. You can create a 
homemade cayenne pepper spray 
combining hot sauce with water and 
spraying liberally all around the pond. 

Trapping Raccoons 

If attempts to scare raccoons off or restrict 
access don’t work, you may consider 
purchasing a small animal trap to catch and relocate them. However, there are several things to 
consider before you decide on this approach. 

First, you need to check your state’s regulations, as the catch and release of raccoons may not 
be legal in your state. Second, you should avoid trapping raccoons during the spring, as they 
could be rearing babies back in their dens. 

Another thing to consider is that relocation is incredibly stressful on the animal, and many 
raccoons die within the first two weeks of being released into a foreign territory. (You need to 
take the raccoon at least five to 10 miles from the capture site, or else it will find its way back.) 
Never leave the animal in the cage for too long, as it increases risks. Stress will dehydrate the 
raccoon, so you can try placing some water in the cage while you are transporting it. Also drape 
a cloth or towel over the trap, which will help to keep the raccoon calm. 

The best traps for raccoons are large traps, ranging from about 32 to 42 inches in length. Place 
the trap near your pond in an area where you’ve seen raccoon damage. Bait the trap with a 
sweet food such as marshmallows or watermelon. Each trap sets differently, so follow the 
instructions that come with yours. It is very important to check your trap regularly to maximize 
the chance that the animal will survive. 

Raccoons are adorable animals that can wreak havoc on your living jewels. Best efforts should 
be taken to avoid attracting them to your pond, but netting and relocation can be helpful 
solutions if you develop a problem with this agile predator. 

Source: https://nextdaykoi.com/koi-fish-facts/koi-pond-predators-raccoons/  

https://nextdaykoi.com/koi-fish-facts/koi-pond-predators-raccoons/


Train Koi Fish To Do Tricks… 
A lot of people hesitate about taking care of koi fish 
because they feel like fish are not as interactive as 
common house pets like cats and dogs.  But believe me, 
this couldn’t be more untrue!  You can easily interact with 
your koi fish.  Even better, you can teach your koi tricks! 

Isn’t that exciting!?  To prove that taking care of koi is just 
as fun as taking care of more conventional pets, I’ll give 
you some pointers on teaching your koi fish tricks. 

Trick #1: Teaching Your Koi How To Eat From Your Hands 

Start by accustoming your koi fish to your presence at the edge of the pond during feeding time.  
You can do this by tapping a pebble at the edge of the pond 
before feeding them.  This will signal dinnertime.  Once the koi 
are used to having you at the edge of the pond, you can start 
throwing a small amount of food into the pond. 

Submerge your hand into the water, making sure that there is 
food left in your hand.  Your koi will be hesitant to approach at 
first.  But as they get used to you feeding them, they will 
eventually go near the food in your hand.   

Trick #2: Teaching Your Koi How To Jump 

Another beginner-friendly tip on teaching your koi fish tricks is getting your koi to jump.  Before 
you can do this trick, you must first teach your koi how to eat from your hand.  If possible, feed 
your koi by hand every day.  Once your koi is used to your hand, start teaching your koi how to 
swim to the surface.  You can do this by submerging your fingertips into the water. 

If this doesn’t catch your koi’s attention, you can hold some food in your fingertips.  But make 
sure not to release the food right away.  Your goal here is to get your koi to swim to the surface 
first.  Once you have your koi’s attention, you can start getting them to perform the trick.  Dangle 
the food just a little above the water.  This will motivate your koi to jump and get the food.  Pretty 
cool, right?! 

Note that some koi fish can be timid, so you have 
to prompt them accordingly.  If they don’t jump 
after you hold the food above the water hold the 
food between your fingers and submerge it into 
the water.  When the koi approach your hand, 
pull your fingers away. 

Teaching your koi fish tricks will require some 
patience…But it’s quite rewarding.  Think of it as 
a way to bond with your koi fish.  Not to mention 
that it also makes for great display of tricks to show off to your visitors. 

So what are you waiting for?  Have fun with your koi fish! 

Source: https://totallykoi.com/train-your-koi-fish-to-do-tricks/ 

https://totallykoi.com/train-your-koi-fish-to-do-tricks/


 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or 
completely new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  

 

2020 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 January 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Dr 
 

February  
 February 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  TJ Marco 
     Phoenix-Cave Creek Rd & Dynamite Blvd 
 February 7th-9th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Leo DeLangis 
Peoria-83rd Ave & Jomax Road  

April 
 April 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Dean Treadwell 
     Phoenix-26th Street & Shea Blvd 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 1st-3rd: Home & Garden Show  
May 9th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 13th: Meeting - 6pm 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
     Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Don & Fern Shaw 
Phoenix-7th Ave & State Route 101 

November 
 November 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Jay Murphy 
7th Ave & McDowell Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 12th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Food & Fun 



 



 

 

 

  ***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 

Need Fill Dirt? 

Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  The pile is out front at 3308 W Quail Ave in 

Phoenix. PLEASE come get some!  We’ll even help you load it!  Email 

tanyam6@cox.net for more information. 

Need an AWESOME mug to show off something you love? 

May with White Cap Creations (find her on Facebook) made 

this beautiful mug for the white elephant gift exchange.  She 

can design and create custom epoxy tumblers/drinkware on 

quality stainless steel with anything your heart desires!  

Available in stemless wine glasses, 20 oz tumbler, 30 oz 

tumbler, or 17 oz water bottle.  Contact her on Facebook or 

email her directly at WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com 

 

 

Have an item or service to advertise in the 

newsletter?  In search of something? Or do you 

have a question, tip, trick, recommendation or idea 

to share?   Send your submission to: 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Tammy Purtell vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Shelly Lambert  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Jeanette Summers webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt yet?  

You can have your shirt embroidered with the 

society logo for $10 or  

$20 including a polo 
shirt.  Contact Tanya 
for more information 
or to place an order - 
tanyam6@cox.net. 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Page Editorial  

The latest poll question was:  

In a perfect world, what would you 

visit a pond store to purchase? 

There is no doubt that water 

gardening, fish keeping and 

ponding require a wide variety of 

“stuff”. A couple of our members 

are working on opening a pond 

store and we have a great opportunity to suggest things they should carry.  If you have not 

already sent in your two cents, send it over!  I’m compiling the list and providing our suggestions 

to them soon.  We are also looking for other stores in the area that carry products you find 

helpful so if you have resources, please share them. 

Pond of the Month  
I didn’t receive any submissions for February’s Pond of the Month.  Looks like I will need to 
“encourage” members to share their pond story and a couple of pictures.  Stay Tuned… 

Tanya Brown-Editor  
 

Newsletter Archive   

Did you know that you can read newsletters from back to July 1999 on our website?  It’s great to 

see the history of the group and pictures of past events!  Bookmark this link to the GPPS ARCHIVE 

it’s a secret site not linked from any of our pages.  Check it out! 

Have you found a broken link or out of date information on the website?  Please send the 

information including the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to: 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 
GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each month. 

All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and 

timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance          $3429.28 
Income 
  Dues          $500.00 
Expenses 
  None    
Ending Balance  $3929.28 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm
mailto:webmaster@phoenixponds.com

