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Feeling Like a Fish Out of Water? 

You are certainly not alone! What a strange world we are living in these days!!  The 
COVID-19 Pandemic has changed many of our lives and we are being forced to redefine 
a new normal. It is with great sadness that the GPPS Board has decided to cancel the 
April meeting as well as the 2020 Pond Tour.  The health and safety of our members is 
far too valuable to risk.  Additional calendar changes will be communicated through 
the newsletter, by phone, emails and the Facebook page.  Please understand that this 
is a temporary situation and we are looking forward to future events. 

So let’s talk about the future…once the all-clear is called and the social distancing 
recommendation is over, we’ll need to make up for lost time!!  Please send me your 
gathering ideas!!   Some past events included a Paint Night and Dinner at Dillon’s BBQ 
(next to the shark tank).  There has also been talk of evening gatherings to hang out 
around a bonfire (I’ll bring smores).  
By the time this thing is over…odds 
are we’ll all be so happy to get out, 
some of us would be happy to help 
clean each other’s ponds!  If you 
have ideas for gatherings or would 
like to host a gathering, reach out!!   

In the meantime, stay safe and 
healthy.  Please know that you are 
missed by your pond loving friends 
and we are all looking forward to 
seeing you soon.  

Tanya Brown - GPPS Editor 

The Next Meeting: To be Determined 



Letter from the President 
Greetings fellow ponders, 

My thoughts and prayers are with everyone.  I 

hope you are all safe and doing well. With all the 

news concerning the COVID-19 virus it can get 

very overwhelming and stressful, but thankfully 

with the weather being so nice, we can take this 

time to enjoy our ponds and landscape to keep 

us busy and hopefully a little less stressed.  

Following the increased and overwhelming 

concerns, we are very disappointed that we are 

unable to hold our monthly meetings, but we 

know it’s the right decision for the health and 

safety of our members. During this social distancing hiatus that the government has issued, 

Tanya and I plan on keeping everyone informed with pictures and information on each of our 

members ponds who were scheduled to host a meeting.  

I would like to thank Leo for being so understanding on canceling the meeting at his home on 

such short notice.  Leo has been working on building his own pond and entertaining area for a 

while and has been collecting information and ideas from other members.  He has also been 

sharing pictures during his build, so I couldn’t wait to see the final project.  Hope you all enjoy 

the final pictures and I’m sure you’ll agree it turned out awesome! 

We received an email from the Home and Garden Show that they have postponed the show and 

are working with the City of Scottsdale and West World for new dates. Thank you to everyone 

who had already signed up to work the booth. 

Unfortunately, since we do not know how long all this will last and not knowing if it would even 

be safe to open up our homes to the public, plus we are running out of time to organize the 

maps and information needed to post for the Pond Tour the board is considering canceling this 

year’s Pond Tour.  

We will be re-evaluating the situation and should know more by the end of March and will let 

you know what we decide. All I know is that when this pandemic passes, Arizonians will be eager 

to get out and about and the Pond Tour would be the perfect thing for families to do outside. 

The safety and health of our members and the public are our top priority.  

The Pond that we’ll be featuring in the next newsletter will be Dean Treadwell’s. Anyone 

interested in turtles you’re not going to want to miss this one! Dean is our go-to guy when it 

comes to water turtles or any type of turtle or tortoises.  

Happy Easter and don’t forget to check us out on Facebook! 

Be safe and happy ponding, 

Ron Christensen-GPPS President 



 

 

 

Since the March meeting had to be cancelled, we wanted to make Leo’s 

pond the Pond of the Month and share all his hard work with the group.  

Leo’s pond has been a work in progress for quite some time.  He credits 

GPPS members with helping him learn what to do and what not to do.  He 

started with a 400 gallon pre-formed pond from Home Depot and knew 

that he wanted to go bigger and better for his next pond.   

What Leo has created is an amazingly peaceful and relaxing 

sanctuary with a beautiful mountain backdrop.  The pond is three 

feet deep, partially above ground and partially below ground.  It 

holds around 1,200 gallons but the variable speed skimmer and 

pump setup is designed for a system two or three times the size.  

This probably accounts for the crystal clear water and very happy 

fish.  (You can tell they are very happy because they smile a lot!)  

The pond contains koi, goldfish, gambusia and a high-fin shark that 

gracefully play in the current caused by the falls.  Doing much of the 

work himself helped him save money, as well as purchasing most 

of the supplies at Ewing Irrigation at a reduced rate (wink.wink). 

Pond of the Month & Member Profile - Leo DeLangis 



One end of the pond has contains a bio-falls unit hidden under a 

slab of granite that pours softly into the pond.  The gentle sound 

the falls helps add to the soothing effect in the garden.  The 

opposite end of the pond includes the skimmer unit hidden under 

a faux rock lid.  Both filter units are very easily and safely accessible 

for cleaning.  A bog within the pond, a large tub filled with gravel, 

gives additional filtration.  Since the tub is sitting within the pond, 

there was a concern of debris building up behind the tub so Leo 

installed jets to efficiently circulate water throughout the pond.  

It’s an ingenious way to ensure the health of the water. 

In addition to the pond, Leo also has built an amazing entertaining 

space with a pool, outdoor kitchen, fireplace and bar seating 

(Doesn’t Ian look thrilled to be there?).  It truly is an incredible 

environment to enjoy the pond and an added bonus of a variety of 

birds that also benefit.  Absolute Paradise!   

Tanya Brown - GPPS Editor 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Bit More About Leo 

Overall I spent 15 years at an aerospace fastener house, ten years running my own machine shop 

making aerospace and computer components/parts and then 28 years with Boeing.  After retiring, I 

decided to get my Real Estate license and share my experience with my friends and neighbors. Love 

helping others find the right home to live in or for investing.  Making sure YOU find what YOU are 

looking for is my passion. 

As a committed real estate professional, my job is to ensure you find the perfect home for you. 

Whether you're a serious buyer or just starting to look at properties, I'm here to assist you in every 

way I can. If you are listing your home, it is crucial to price and market your home properly. Knowing 

how and where to advertise can mean the difference between selling your home quick or leaving it 

on the market for months.  What ever your needs, I am here to help! 



Six Benefits of Lake and Pond Aeration 
Lake and pond aeration systems induce circulation and add dissolved oxygen throughout the 
waterbody, helping to mitigate the damage caused by excessive nutrient loading. Floating fountain 
aerators are visually pleasing additions to any waterbody that offer localized aeration and work 
great for shallow symmetrically shaped lakes and ponds. Submersed aeration systems release 
oxygen directly into the water column at precise locations, and work extremely well for circulating 
large areas of water and increasing oxygen levels in deeper waterbodies. 

Whether subsurface aeration or fountain surface aeration is the preferred choice, a high quality and 
properly sized aeration system is essential to promoting a balanced aquatic ecosystem. 

Benefits of Lake and Pond Aeration: 

1. Improves Water Quality 

Under oxygen deprived conditions, bottom sediments release noxious gases and metals that can 
cause water quality problems. Proper aeration allows for many of the factors contributing to poor 
water quality to be mitigated. 

2. Reduces the Likelihood of Excessive Algae Growth 

The oxygen that is added to your waterbody through aeration 
facilitates the conversion of phosphorus to forms that are not 
usable by algae as food. Aeration can also effectively mix algae 
spores towards deeper parts of your lake or pond, meaning 
they will have less available sunlight and time to grow. 

3. Removes Foul Odors 

As bottom water mixes and becomes oxygenated through 
aeration, the hydrogen sulfide gas that causes foul odors will 
be greatly reduced. 

4. Enhances Fish Habitat 

Stratification occurs when changes in water temperatures 
cause distinct layers of water to form at different depths based 
on differences in water densities. Thermal stratification results 
in periods of oxygen depletion which will cause an overall 
decline in ecosystem efficiency and, in severe cases, may lead 
to fish kills. By disrupting stratification through aeration, a 
healthier habitat will be created for fish and other aquatic organisms. 

5. Decreases Mosquito Activity 

Mosquitoes require still water conditions for their eggs to develop. A floating fountain or 
submersed aerator will create a constant flow of water in your lake or pond, helping to reduce viable 
mosquito breeding habitat and acting as a natural and sustainable mosquito control solution. 

6. Reduces the Accumulation of Bottom Sediment 

Organic matter decomposes much more slowly under low oxygen conditions, and this leads to 
buildup of bottom sediment in your waterbody. Proper aeration will help to reduce the overall 
accumulation of organic sediment on the bottom of your lake or pond, potentially prolonging or 
preventing the need for future dredging.  

Source https://www.solitudelakemanagement.com/six-benefits-of-lake-and-pond-aeration  

https://www.solitudelakemanagement.com/six-benefits-of-lake-and-pond-aeration


5 Reasons to Aerate 
Aeration infuses oxygen into the pond. Adding pond water aeration is not only beneficial for your fish, 
who need oxygen to survive, but will also improve the overall health of your pond's ecosystem. Below 
are the top five reasons you should consider adding aeration into your pond, and the importance of 
aeration: 

1. Aeration reduces pond muck 

As a pond ages, nutrients accumulate at the bottom of the pond and become muck. Not only is muck 
unpleasant to see or feel between your toes, but it can also give ponds a bad odor and provide habitat 
for leeches. Aeration is important because it combats muck and other decomposing debris by increasing 
the dissolved oxygen and circulating the water. This pond water aeration encourages the colonization 
of beneficial aerobic bacteria that consume the nutrients to reduce existing muck build-up and prevent 
it from accumulating in the future. 

2. Aeration improves water quality 

Nutrients not only accumulate at the bottom of the pond to become muck, but they can also be 
suspended in the water column causing your pond to look murky. By reducing the muck and excess 
nutrients, increasing oxygen, and circulating the water, you will improve your water quality and clarity. 
Additionally, from pond water aeration, you'll see a reduction in algae and weeds since there will not be 
as many nutrients to fuel their growth. 

3. Aeration boosts dissolved oxygen levels 

Oxygen is needed from pond water aeration to sustain your fish, but it is also needed by your beneficial 
bacteria. Aeration is important because without oxygen, your pond will go into an anaerobic state. 
Anaerobic bacteria are not as efficient at breaking down organic material as their aerobic counterparts. 
Additionally, anaerobic bacteria produce carbon dioxide and hydrogen sulfide when digesting organic 
material, giving the pond a rotten egg smell. In contrast, beneficial bacteria produce a harmless gas 
when breaking down muck and debris. Incorporating aeration into the pond increases the amount of 
dissolved oxygen in the water keeping your pond functioning as a healthy aerobic system. 

4. Aeration eliminates the thermocline 

The thermocline is the border between the warmer, surface water and the colder, deeper water. 
Aeration is important because it circulates and mixes the water to eliminate these stratified layers by 
moving the cooler oxygen-starved water to the pond's surface so it can become infused with oxygen. 
The warmer, oxygen-rich water than drops to the bottom of the pond to fuel your beneficial bacteria. 
With all this churning, the water temperature of a properly aerated pond will be no more than a few 
degrees difference throughout. 

5. Aeration reduces the risk of a fish kill 

Fish perish from time to time, but when many die at one time, it is often linked to low oxygen conditions. 
In the winter, the gases released when organic debris is decomposing can become trapped when the 
pond freezes over and reduce the oxygen available for your fish; if enough oxygen is displaced your fish 
will suffocate. Aeration is important because it will pump fresh oxygen into the pond and help to keep 
a hole in the ice to allow for gas exchange. In the spring and fall, turnover events due to stratified water 
can cause a fish kill. During a turnover event, a stratified pond rapidly mixes, depleting the oxygen from 
the surface water as it combines with the bottom oxygen-starved water. Pond water aeration will 
eliminate the thermocline and prevent spring and fall turnover. 

Source: https://www.thepondguy.com/product/learning-center-article-pl-5-reasons-to-aerate/learning-center-pl-aeration  
 

https://www.thepondguy.com/product/learning-center-article-pl-5-reasons-to-aerate/learning-center-pl-aeration


 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or 
completely new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
January 
 January 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Dr 
 

February  
 February 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  TJ Marco 
     Phoenix-Cave Creek Rd & Dynamite Blvd 
 February 7th-9th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March - CANCELLED 
 March 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Leo DeLangis 
Peoria-83rd Ave & Jomax Road  

April - CANCELLED 
 April 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Dean Treadwell 
     Phoenix-26th Street & Shea Blvd 

May - CANCELLED 
 NO MEETING   
May 1st-3rd: Home & Garden Show  
May 9th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June - To Be Determined 
 June 13th: Meeting - 6pm 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
     Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Don & Fern Shaw 
Phoenix-7th Ave & State Route 101 

November 
 November 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host:  Jay Murphy 
7th Ave & McDowell Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 12th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance          $4165.86 
Income 
  Dues          $100.00 
Expenses 
  None  
Ending Balance  $4265.86 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt yet?  

You can have your shirt embroidered with the 

society logo for $10 or  

$20 including a polo 
shirt.  Contact Tanya 
for more information 
or to place an order - 
tanyam6@cox.net or 
call 623-451-3432. 
 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net


 

 

 

  ***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 

Need Pond or Bog Plants? 

It’s that time of year again!!!  Several of us will be separating and 

repotting our lilies and other plants that are going crazy now that spring 

has sprung. If you are looking for plants or have plants to share, please 

email tanyam6@cox.net and I will connect the parties! 

Need an AWESOME mug to show off something you love? 

May with White Cap Creations (find her on Facebook) made this beautiful mug for the white 

elephant gift exchange.  She can design and 

create custom epoxy tumblers/drinkware on 

quality stainless steel with anything your heart 

desires!  Available in stemless wine glasses, 20 oz 

tumbler, 30 oz tumbler, or 17 oz water bottle.  

Contact her on Facebook or email her directly at 

WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com 

Have an item or service to advertise in the 

newsletter?  In search of something? Or do you 

have a question, tip, trick, recommendation or 

idea to share?   Send your submission to: 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Tammy Purtell vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Shelly Lambert  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Jeanette Summers webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


Just for Giggles 
Sometimes we have no choice but to laugh and 
make the best of it.  Be safe out there everyone! 

This is Buck…he is an anamatronic, singing 
puppet deer.  Somehow I convinced Annie & Mike 
to put a mask on him.       For safety of course.   

You know you’ve been in under  
                        quarantined too long when… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

Newsletter Archive   

Did you know that you can read newsletters from back to July 1999 on our website?  It’s great to 

see the history of the group and pictures of past events!  Bookmark this link to the GPPS ARCHIVE 

it’s a secret site not linked from any of our pages.  Check it out! 

Have you found a broken link or out of date information on the website?  Please send the 

information including the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to: 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com  

 

 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each month. 

All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and 

timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm
mailto:webmaster@phoenixponds.com


Back Page Editorial  

This time last month I was hanging out at the Pond Digger Ranch.  

Being a big animal lover, I was really looking forward to meeting 

Leslie Triplett (Eric’s wife) and getting the nickel tour of their animal 

sanctuary.  How do I measure if I’m having an amazing time…I 

actually forget to take pictures!!  I did remember to take a couple 

selfies with the goats, though I had a hard time getting them to 

cooperate even with carrots and peanuts.  If you’ve seen the Pond 

Digger’s series “How to Build a Fish Pond” odds 

are you noticed the cameo appearance of one of 

their goats.  They have a BUNCH more goats, plus 

horses, pigs, chickens, cats, a mentally unstable 

squirrel, donkeys, bunnies, guinea pigs, peacocks 

and tortoise.  I even got to play with baby goats!  

BTW…That’s my I-really-need-a-baby-goat-of-my-

own pleading look to Ian. He said No, Hard No in fact.  

Oh…and Eric was there too!        I was able to talk to him about my 

pond rebuild plans and look forward to picking his brain more as 

plans move forward.  You may be wondering if he has an elaborate 

pond at the ranch. Well…have you ever heard the saying “The shoe 

makers kids never have shoes”?  They are in the process of building 

a very impressive, Atlantis inspired pond on the property.  If you 

don’t follow him on Instagram, I would recommend it!  He’s posting 

regular progress videos and it’s coming together beautifully.  If you 

ever have the chance to visit Pond Digger Ranch, DO IT!  It’s a great 

experience!  

Spring has sprung!!!  My pond has come alive, plants are starting to 

grow again and the string algae is finally dying back.  One of the few benefits of not being able to 

go out is having extra time to work on my pond.  You may have noticed this newsletter includes a 

couple different articles about aeration. Some duplications but each offers valuable information 

worth considering.  Like Dissolved Oxygen.  

I’m sure many of you already know this but it gets HOT here!  One of the dangers of extreme heat 

is that it causes a drop in dissolved oxygen.  Combined with a higher fish load and the plants still 

waking up from winter dormancy it makes for a dangerous situation.  My fish have been eating well 

and growing like crazy so the strain on my system has increased as well.  This is the time of year 

when we want to start preparing for the hot summer days.  Perhaps we need to remove debris, do 

maintenance on our pumps, add beneficial bacteria or do a partial water change.  Now is the time!! 

This weekend I’ll be cleaning out my bog and installing a new aerator (the 3rd in about 5 years, 

hoping this is a better model).  I’m looking forward to enjoying some great times next to the pond.   

Tanya Brown-Editor  


