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The Next Meeting: September 14th at 9:00am. 

 The September meeting will be held at the home of Alan & Molly Hanna.  
 

➢ Telephone:  602-326-7020 

➢ Address:  5331 West Willow Ave, Glendale, AZ 85304 
 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

WE’RE BACK!!!!   

Summer is FINALLY winding down and our meetings are starting back up. YAY!!! 

The speaker for our September meeting will be ERIC TRIPLETT of The Pond Digger!!!! 

Eric’s podcasts along with his How To and Ponds Gone Wrong videos on YouTube have 
helped many people make beautiful water gardens.  The 23-part series How to Build a Fish 
Pond was not only the guidance I used for my pond but it was also made me want a goat!   

We’re still working on a topic for his presentation, do you have questions?  Send them 
over so we can give him an idea of what to cover.   

There’s a wealth of information on his website www.theponddigger.com and his 
YouTube channel www.youtube.com/ThePondDigger.  Check it out! 

Big thanks to TJ for putting this together!   

http://www.theponddigger.com/
http://www.youtube.com/ThePondDigger


Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders, 

I sure do miss our monthly meetings, can’t 
wait to see everyone and catch up on the 
latest pond talk.  

We’re still in the process of moving my 
daughter back to Arizona and preparing for 
the birth of our newest grandson, due 
September 12th.   

We’ve also adopted a new turtle from our 
friend that found him by a canal while 
jogging. We haven’t named him yet, as of 
now, we call him the little one. We 
introduced him to Stan Lee our other turtle 
and they’ve been buddies ever since. 

Hope everyone has had a chance to check out Eric Triplett-The Pond Digger on his 
website, podcasts, Instagram, YouTube, Facebook and Twitter. They are full of 
information on how to build and care for a pond. 

Eric answers viewer’s questions and does an excellent job of explaining things step by 
step. We are so excited to have him as our special guest speaker at the next GPPS 
meeting. Hope to see you all there.  

Next meeting will be September 14th at the home of Alan and Molly Hanna. Alan has 
award winning Koi and a beautiful pond that was built by him and his son Ben.  

Happy Ponding! 

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Red-eared Slider Facts 
❖ Red-eared sliders get their name from the red streaks on either side of their head. The slider 

part of the name comes from the described action of them sliding into water. 

❖ Baby red-eared sliders are called hatchlings. 

❖ After eggs are laid, it generally takes 60 to 90 days for the hatchlings to break free of their 

leathery shell. 

❖ All hatchlings have an egg tooth on their beak. It’s estimated that the egg tooth disappears 

approximately an hour after being hatched. 

❖ The gender of a red-eared slider is determined by the temperature of the surrounding 

environment during development. 

❖ Aquatic turtles are very social and will often come up to greet you; however, this is known 

mostly as a feeding response as they intend for you to feed them! 

❖ Turtles can be kept in ponds as well as in glass habitats. They love to climb out of the water 

and bask. 

❖ In the winter, wild turtles 

will burrow into the earth 

and hibernate. 

❖ Semi-aquatic turtles can 

live more than 20 years in 

captivity and grow to 

more than 10 inches so it 

is important to 

understand their care 

needs and the 

commitment involved in 

adding them to your 

family. 

❖ Red-eared sliders are 

omnivores, consuming a mixture of meat and plant material. 

❖ Red-eared sliders need water to drink as well as to help them swallow food. 

❖ Red-eared sliders have lungs rather than gills. It’s estimated that sliders can hold their 

breath up to an hour while submerged. 

❖ As sliders age, their shells can darken with lines and patches disappearing until they are a 

uniform dark olive green or dark greenish brown. 

❖ Male red-eared sliders are usually smaller than females, having longer tails and longer nails 

than their female counterparts. 

❖ It is illegal to sell any turtle under 4" carapace length. Always purchase turtles from a 

reputable pet store. 

Source:https://www.petco.com/content/petco/PetcoStore/en_US/pet-services/resource-center/caresheets/fun-facts-
about-aquatic-turtles.html 

 

https://www.petco.com/content/petco/PetcoStore/en_US/pet-services/resource-center/caresheets/fun-facts-about-aquatic-turtles.html
https://www.petco.com/content/petco/PetcoStore/en_US/pet-services/resource-center/caresheets/fun-facts-about-aquatic-turtles.html


Waterscapes: The Most Effective Way to Filter Water 
One of the most popular misconceptions homeowners have today about pond ownership is that it’s too 
high maintenance. They’ve heard myths and horror stories about algae taking over, fish dying, mosquito 
infestation, smelly water, and more. Many believe that in order to have a pond with clean and clear water; 
they’ll need to spend hour upon hour maintaining their pond. This simply isn’t true if proper steps are taken 
to create an ecosystem that works 
with Mother Nature, not against her.  

In addition to plants, fish, aeration, 
rocks and gravel, a low-maintenance 
ecosystem pond requires adequate 
filtration to help keep the water 
crystal clear. Three types of pond 
filters are available: biological, 
mechanical, and water sterilizers. 
Biological filters use bacteria to 
break down pond wastes, 
converting them into less harmful 
compounds that can be used as 
aquatic plant fertilizers. Mechanical 
filters trap and remove debris and 
sediment. Water sterilizers pass 
water through a tube that houses an ultraviolet bulb, killing living microscopic particles in the water. 

A good biological filtration system, teamed with a proper mechanical filter to remove solids before the water 
enters the biological filtration unit, is the most effective way to filter water. With adequate biological and 
mechanical filtration, the need for sterilizers is eliminated altogether, thereby ensuring a natural ecosystem 
pond. 

The job of a skimmer 
The main function of 
mechanical filtration, or a 
skimmer, is to remove debris 
before it sinks to the bottom 
of the pond and decays. The 
skimmer also houses and 
hides the pump and 
plumbing from view, as 
opposed to being placed 
directly in the pond where it 
becomes an eyesore. The 
skimmer won’t drain the 
pond if a possible leak occurs 
in either the plumbing or 
waterfalls. 

There are two main types of 
skimmers: box skimmers 
and floating skimmers. Both types filter the water by removing floating debris and waste before it’s had a 



chance to fall to the bottom of the pond. The box skimmer is the predominant type of skimmer on the 
market today, because it’s easy to maintain. 

Box-style skimmers come with either vertical or horizontal filter mats. 

Horizontal mats prove to be the most effective, while providing the least amount of maintenance. In 
addition to frequent cleaning, vertical mats need to be monitored constantly to make sure that there is 
enough water in the pump chamber for the pump to operate properly. An advantage of horizontal filter 
mats is that they lay flat so there is no sagging and they don’t lose their shape. They also never clog to the 
point of preventing water from 
passing through, so the pump 
chamber does not run dry. 

As water enters the skimmer, the 
large debris is removed and the water 
is then filtered once again through the 
horizontal mat. The pond water then 
travels through the plumbing buried 
underground, up to the biological 
filter where it’s further treated before 
re-entering the pond. 

Biological filtration goes to work 
The biological filter receives water 
that has already passed through the mechanical filter, or skimmer, typically placed on the opposite side of 
the pond. The water enters the biological filter via flexible pipe located near the base of the unit. The water 
then flows from the bottom to the top of the filter, traveling through filter media housed inside the unit. 
The filter media helps with the removal of fine to medium-sized particles. The larger debris was already 
removed by the skimmer. 

As the biological filter fills, it will overflow and cascade over its waterfall lip, cascading down rocks that have 
been set to create a beautiful and preferably natural-looking waterfall. The waterfall creates aeration for the 
pond, assisting in the circulation and health of the water. If a slower stream effect is preferred, the unit 
simply needs to be sunk lower into the ground. 

Biological filters on the market today range in size and can filter ponds up to 10,000 gallons. For larger ponds, 
multiple biological filters can be incorporated into the design. 

The science behind the design  
Mechanical and biological filtration are critical to processing the many types of nutrients found in a water 
garden system, including fish waste, uneaten fish food, leaves, and runoff from lawns, to name a few. High 
levels of ammonia (a form of nitrogen) are highly toxic to fish and are a major contributor to prolific algae 
growth, and so they need to be carefully controlled. In water gardening, the primary nutrient that biological 
filtration utilizes and renders usable is nitrogen. 

In biological filtration, nitrifying bacteria, known as facultative bacteria, absorb ammonia and turn nitrites 
into nitrates which are less dangerous. These bacteria require oxygen to live, so it’s important for the pond’s 
pump to run 24 hours a day, seven days a week. If the pump isn’t running, the waterfalls aren’t flowing, and 
aeration is eliminated from the equation that is necessary to maintain an ecosystem pond. Keep in mind that 
if the pump shuts down, the bacteria will quickly use up all of the oxygen and die. This isn’t a good thing. 

Nitrates are then removed from the pond by another biological filtration method known as de-nitrification. 
This process occurs only in anaerobic (without oxygen) areas of the pond. 



That’s why it’s not necessarily bad for some areas of the pond to experience minimal water flow (such as on 
the bottom of the pond, under an inch or so of gravel). The bacteria that live in this area of the pond turn 
nitrates into nitrogen gas, which is released into the atmosphere. Nitrates are also absorbed by aquatic 
plants and algae during their growth processes. A pond without aquatic plants will prove to be a 
maintenance nightmare. 

For any biological filtration to work, 
there literally needs to be billions of 
bacteria working to purify the water. 
They prefer to anchor onto things, 
which is why surface area is so 
important. More surface area means 
more bacteria, and more bacteria 
means better biological filtration. 
Surface area is provided by filter 
media, rocks, and gravel. A pond with 
gravel on the bottom will contain 
more surface area for bacteria, as 
opposed to a pond with exposed 
liner on the bottom. 

The role of aquatic plants 
Another important component to pond filtration is the use of plants. Many contractors add a pond to their 
landscape for the variety of aquatic plants available. While their beauty is certainly an aesthetic asset, a 
critical benefit is the work these plants do to help filter the water. Plants help purify pond water by reducing 
nutrients, filtering out sediments and absorbing toxic compounds through the process of phytoremediation. 

If these excess nutrients are not removed, algae will feed on them, resulting in green water, string algae, or 
both. Algae control is not the only way plants help create a low-maintenance ecosystem pond. Submerged 
and marginal plants also provide food, 
shade, and protection for the fish and other 
wildlife that live in and around the pond. 

Low-maintenance 
To keep pond water quality high, the simple 
process of repeatedly turning the water over 
through the mechanical and biological filters 
is needed in order to create a naturally 
balanced, low-maintenance ecosystem 
pond. Add the remaining components of 
plants, fish, aeration, rock and gravel, and 
you’ll find greater success in creating easy-
to-maintain water gardens for your 
customers. 

When your customers spend less time 
fiddling around with pond chores, it means they can enjoy more leisure time relaxing by their backyard oasis. 
And as a pond builder, it also means you’ll spend less time troubleshooting calls and can instead focus on 
cultivating and growing new and existing customers. Less stress for your customers translates into less 
stress and greater profits for you! 

Source: https://igin.com/article-3461-Waterscapes-The-Most-Effective-Way-to-Filter-Water.html 

https://igin.com/article-3461-Waterscapes-The-Most-Effective-Way-to-Filter-Water.html


Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely 
new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  
 

Do you have your 
embroidered GPPS 
shirt yet?  You can 
have your shirt 
embroidered with 
the society logo for 
$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. Contact 
Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for more 
information or to place an order.

2019 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 January 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chris & Diane Krum 
     Phoenix-19th Ave & Union Hills Drive 

February  
 February 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Claudia & Doug Bredow 
     Buckeye-Indian School Rd & Verrado Way 
 February 8th-10th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Victoria Helton                           
Tolleson-107th Ave & Broadway Road  
 

April 
 April 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Drive 

April 26th-28th: Home & Garden Show 
 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 11th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 8th: Meeting - 6pm 

Host: Lynnette Zang 
     Phoenix-7th Ave & McDowell Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jagdish & Dipti Patel 
Phoenix-43rd Ave & Happy Valley Rd 

November 
 November 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 14th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Fantastic 
Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 
Starting Balance          $3231.43 

Income     None 
Expenses     None 
Ending Balance  $3231.43 



 
 

***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Koi Food?  
Diane & Chris are authorized distributors for Blue Ridge Platinum 
Pro Koi and Goldfish food.  The 4.5lb plastic jug is priced at $30 
each.  They have 30 koi and go through around one a month during 
the warm months.  Blue Ridge Platinum Pro is a professional, fish 
meal-based diet formulated for discerning koi keepers that want 
the very best for their fish. This is a higher protein formula that will 

provide your koi with exceptional growth, nutrition and coloration. It 
contains everything needed to keep your fish in top show condition including top quality protein, 
carbohydrates and amino acids. It contains proven color enhancers Spirulina and Canthaxanthin for superior 
color enhancement. Also includes Primilac, a probiotic immune stimulant designed to protect koi from 

sickness and disease. For more information or to place an order, email desertkrums@yahoo.com  
 

Need Fill Dirt?  
Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  PLEASE come get some!  We’ll 
even help you load it!  Email tanyam6@cox.net for more info. 
 

 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of 
something? Or do you have a question, tip, trick, recommendation or idea 
to share?   Send your submission to newsltr@phoenixponds.com  

 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Fern Shaw vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Group Effort events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Tammy Purtell librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


The Back Page Editorial    

What do you do with your pond when you go on vacation?  Do you just make sure the water level 
is high and hope for the best?  Ever thought about what would happen if the pump goes out?  I 
don’t mean to freak you out, it’s something to think about… 

Many of us have people who can check on our houses, pick up the mail, etc but it can’t hurt to 
have an emergency contact to call if something goes wrong with your pond.  I’ve been on the 
call list for a couple others and they have returned the favor for me.  It works out really well, 
especially since none of us have had to use the numbers but we enjoyed the peace of mind!  

Having extra supplies on hand is always a great idea too.  I try to make sure I have extra 
dechlorinator, plenty of fish food, a good net, even an extra pump in case things get really crazy. 

Earlier this month we were headed out of town so I made sure to fill up the pond since I lose at 
least an inch a day in this heat, clean all my media well and cleaned the skimmer net.  That’s 
where it all went wrong…so very wrong.  I pulled out what I thought was some squishy dead 
plant matter but it turned out to be part of a bird.  Seriously, I have a steal stomach but OH 
PLEASE NO…WHAT IS THAT!?  This is the sort of thing that can really throw off your ammonia 
levels so a fairly significant water change was necessary.  Ponding is not for sissies!  

Tanya Brown – GPPS Editor 

 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  That 

URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can make it a 

bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight and copy the below 

URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore 

(_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type the underscore will result in an 

error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th 

of each month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the 

property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will 

be printed. Submissions can be emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

