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The Next Meeting: June 8th at 6:00pm. 

GPPS Annual Pond Tour 
The tour is getting close but there is still time to get the word out 

to your friends, family, co-workers and random strangers you 

meet!  Send out copies of the flyer to your email list, post them on 

bulletin boards around town or post in your neighborhood app! 



Letter from the President 
Greetings fellow ponders, 

Welcome to all of our new members. I Hope everyone had 
a good Easter, ours was relaxing and exciting! We spent 
our Easter weekend with family taking a tour of Canyon 
Lake on the Dolly Steamboat and my son also announced 
that we are going to be grandparents again!  

I would like to give a BIG thank you to Eric Purtell for 
stepping up and hosting our last meeting solo, because 
Tammy had to fly out of town to help with funeral 
arrangements for her grandmother.  You both have built 
a beautiful pond.  

The Home and Garden Show is coming up fast and we still need more 
volunteers to work the booth on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th. I know 
we have a lot of you getting ready for the pond tour, so if possible we 
need the members not on the tour to please volunteer to help work 
the booth, it would be greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance. 

To volunteer please contact Ron at temperon56@gmail.com or 480-
861-5320 or Penny at tempepenny58@gmail.com or 480-861-3941.  

I’m looking forward to seeing all the ponds on the tour this year. I 
know from experience how hard everyone works to get their yards 
and ponds ready for the tour, but it is a great motivator to get things 
done that we would usually put off and its very satisfying when it’s all 
over to just sit back and enjoy what you’ve created.   

Hope everyone can get out and support your fellow GPPS members on the tour. 

No meeting in May, because of the pond tour, so our next meeting will be at the home of 
Lynnette Zang on June 8th @ 6:00pm. Hope to see you there. 

Happy Ponding! 

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 
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April Meeting at the Purtell’s Pond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Times & 
Great Friends 



From the Editor 
It's that time of year again!!!  When algae blooms abound and we do our best to battle them!  Our poll 
question this month was.... What are your best practices to defeat or at least marginally control algae? 

We had GREAT responses to this topic, probably because it’s something we all need to address at some 
point. Here are some of the insightful answers we received from our own group of experts: 

• We are adding more shade, pond and bog plants also going to invest in a UV light.   

• Cover the water surface with at least 60% shade by overhead cover or water plants. This is the easiest 
way. The other way is by chemicals.  

• After the one meeting when Ernie was advocating for the hydrogen peroxide product, we decided 
to try regular 3% H2O2. We stopped the water flow in our trough leading from the upper to lower 
pond and on the waterfall to the lower pond. Scraped a lot of the algae off and then sprayed the 
H2O2 on those areas and let It sit for 15-30 minutes, then washed it down.  It has really helped stop 
the growth in those areas.  He repeats the application when needed. H2O2 is cheap and a success!   

• 1. Shade, 2. Blue water dye, 3. Floating plants, 4. UV light 

• Clean out extra debris from winter, Partial water changes, add beneficial bacteria, Add new plants if 
needed, don’t overfeed and Be patient pond is trying to rebalance.  

• This is one of those questions every pond owner has to deal with at some point. I've had my own 
battles with algae since I started my pond 2 years ago.  
There are technically many types of algae, but the two most common I've seen are the pea soup algae 
and string algae. I've only had to deal with string so far and the key thing I've come to realize is that 
you cannot 100% eliminate algae. You actually don't want to do that and if you do, you're likely 
changing the water chemistry too much to where you'll hurt your plants and fish. And from what I've 
read online and seen in videos, algaecides that you buy at the store to do the mass elimination of 
algae can potentially be very bad. It takes away much of the things that your plants and fish need to 
survive, namely oxygen. You basically deprive everything in your pond.  
So, here's three things I've done recently and I believe it’s starting to work. First, I relocate whatever 
pond items that are providing the most nutrients for string algae to eat. For me, I had a dwarf lotus 
in a pot that contained rich soil in the mud to help it grow. It also helped the algae to grow! I took it 
out and put it in a separate container. Second, I started to add more beneficial bacteria to the water 
than I did before. The bacteria will compete for the same nutrients that algae use to grow. The more 
the bacteria, the less algae have to eat. Third, I pulled out as much string algae as possible and also 
removed most (not all) of the muck from the bottom of the pond. This seems quite obvious, but 
there's a real reason to do this. If you don't remove the algae that eventually die and sink to the 
bottom, that very same material will decompose and provide nutrients again that the algae need to 
grow. There is an optional fourth item and that is shade. Algae needs the sun to grow, but so do your 
pond plants! The best shade is actually more plants like lilies that cover the surface. Shade structures 
are fine if plants are not in the pond. 

• Lots of plants  

• I let the fish eat it. 

• Rake and brush the walls as often as I am able. 

• Use Cloverleaf Blanket Answer. The only downside is 
that it kills the algae very quickly, so you have to be 
cleaning your filters every day or even twice a day while 
it’s working. 

• Beneficial bacteria like Nualgi & Powdered Barley   

 



Types of Algae in a Water Garden  Source: www.thepondguy.com 

Algae in your water garden can be caused by an overabundance of fish waste and other organic material 
from leaves or previous algae blooms combined with excessive sunlight. Not only does all that green growth 
look unsightly, it ruins your water quality and creates a headache for you and your fish. Before you can make 
a plan for treating the different types of algae, you have to know what type you are trying to destroy. 

KNOW YOUR ALGAE  

Algae comes in two basic forms: planktonic and filamentous. 

Planktonic algae is the floating microscopic vegetation that is 
the source of the pea soup type of blooms that color your pond 
shades of green, blue-green, brown, or variations in between. 
In controlled amounts, this type of algae in your water garden 
can beneficial as it is the start of the pond food chain. This type 
of tiny algae feeds fish and help to shade the pond's bottom – 
helping to prevent subsurface nuisance plants from growing. In 
uncontrolled amounts however, planktonic algae can deplete 
the dissolved oxygen into the pond leading to a fish kill. 

Filamentous (string) algae is comprised of single cell plants that 
form long, visible chains, threads, or filaments. These threads 
start growing along the bottom of the pond in shallower water, 
on rocks, or other aquatic plants and intertwine to form mats 
that resemble wet wool. When these mats rise to the surface, they are commonly referred to as pond scum. 
These mats make great homes for micro- and macro- invertebrates, like bugs and worms, but they are also 
unsightly. 

Algae in your water garden can be caused by an overabundance of fish waste and other organic material 

from leaves or previous algae blooms combined with excessive sunlight. Not only does all that green 

growth look unsightly, it ruins your water quality and creates a headache for you and your fish. Before you 

can make a plan for treating the different types of algae, you have to know what type you are trying to 

destroy. 

AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION 

Algae growth in a water garden is a combination of many factors, and sometimes conditions become right 
(or rather wrong) and different types of algae grows even in the cleanest water gardens. But there is hope. 
Proactively managing your pond will reduce the frequency and severity of algae blooms while providing a 
healthy ecosystem for your fish, plants, and other pond life.  

Number of Fish and Feeding – Fish are a great addition to any pond, but over time your finned friends will 
grow and may even reproduce. If your pond is already at capacity, this can cause things to get a bit crowded 
and dirty from all the fish waste. Try to keep your fish population around 1-2 Koi or 2-3 goldfish per 200 
gallons. If you have questions on your fish load, use our calculator to determine what your pond's capacity. 
On a similar note, feed your fish only what they can consume in a few minutes once a day and give them a 
quality diet. The Pond Guy® Growth & Vibrance Fish Food is a high protein food, promoting growth and 
reducing waste left behind by your fish. 

Aquatic Plants – Similar to algae, plants use nutrients that are in the pond. Covering 40-60% of your pond 
with plants not only means there will be fewer nutrients available for different types of algae to use, but 
they will also shade your pond – this is especially important if your pond is in direct sunlight. Just keep in 
mind that when the plants die back to remove them so they do not decompose and become muck. 



Filtration – Filtering your water keeps it clean, healthy, and safe for all you aquatic friends. Ponds with heavy 
fish loads or debris need more filtration than the average pond. If you do not think that your current filter 
meets the current needs of your pond, it is time to consider looking into a new unit. For tips, please see our 
article: I want to upgrade my filtration system. What are my options? 

Aeration – Fish need oxygen, but a waterfall or fountain may not be enough to keep your pond healthy. 
Using an aeration kit will infuse oxygen into the pond and are less costly to operate than pumps. Aeration 
will also help to make the beneficial bacteria in your pond more active so they can do their job more 
effectively. 

Beneficial Bacteria – Using natural treatments will aid in keeping your pond balanced and healthy. The Pond 
Guy Nature's Defense and Muck Defense feature beneficial bacteria that consume the excess nutrients and 
convert them into a harmless gas. 
 

Choosing an Algae Control 
There is nothing worse than watching your pond turn green or 
getting build up on your waterfall rocks. Chemicals will kill the 
algae and give you a quick fix, but they will not prevent 
regrowth. Once the algae is treated, use proactive products to 
reduce future growth. This allows you to keep your pond looking 
good while creating a healthy environment for your fish. 

CHEMICAL TREATMENTS 

Selecting a chemical will depend on what type of algae you are looking to treat. For fine planktonic algae 
that causes green water, Algae D-Solv or other liquid chemicals will be your best bet. If you are fighting 
filamentous (string) algae, then a granular form, such as AlgaeOff, is better since it will make better contact 
with the algae. 

CHEMICAL-FREE OPTIONS 

If you are continually battling algae, discolored water or looking for ways to reduce the amount of chemicals 
that you use in your pond then these are some good options for you. Proactively managing your pond will 
keep it clean and healthy so you can spend more time enjoying your pond. 

UV Clarifiers – UV Clarifiers are effective at eliminating discolored water. These are a great option for ponds 
in full sun to combat excessive sunlight. UV clarifiers are designed to destroy the ultrafine particles that 
cause discolored water. Once killed, the dead particles clump together to be removed by your mechanical 
filter. When selecting a UV clarifier, you will need to take your pond and pump size into account. If your 
pump is too large, the particles will not be exposed to the UV radiation long enough to damage the cell walls. 
Another thing to keep in mind is that UV bulbs should be replaced yearly – even if they still light up – since 
they become less effective over time at controlling discolored water. 

Ionizers – Ion Clarifiers are designed to release copper ions into the pond to keep it clear and reduce string 
algae build up. In order to release the ions from the anode, ionizers require pumps to have a minimum flow 
rate. Ionizers can easily be incorporated into new or existing ponds by installing them in-line with your 
plumbing or placing a drop-in model into your skimmer box. 

Barley – Barley is a natural solution to maintaining a clean and healthy pond and is safe to use in ponds with 
fish and other wildlife. Barley can be used during the winter months when other pond treatments are 
ineffective. Barley products are available in a variety of different forms, such as straw bales, pellets, and 
extract. 

Beneficial Bacteria – Excess nutrients mixed with sunlight are usually the cause of algae blooms. Nature's 
Defense and Muck Defense contain beneficial bacteria, which consume the nutrients and other organic 
material in your pond and convert it into a harmless gas.  



Prevent Future Algae Blooms 
Green water and string algae are a common problem for many pond hobbyists. Algae is a result of an 
imbalance in your pond's ecosystem. When too many nutrients caused by decomposing plant material, fish 
waste, or other debris build up in your water garden, algae will flourish because the nutrients act like 
fertilizer. Identifying the underlying problems that are causing algae build-up and working towards solutions 
are key to achieving a clean and balanced pond that will keep your neighbors green with envy. 

Problem: Too many fish. 

Solution: Fish are a great addition to any pond, but if your water garden is brimming with fish, it may be time 
to relocate some of them. Overcrowding can easily happen as your fish grow through the years and 
reproduce. Not only will your fish have tight living conditions, but your filter system may not be large enough 
to handle the waste being produced. A simple rule of thumb is 1 fish (5" long) for every 10 square feet of 
surface area.  

Problem: Debris build up. 

Solution: Leaves, fish waste, and other organic material accumulate in a pond. Cleaning your pond in the 
spring will get your pond off to a great start for the season. Here is an easy step-by-step guide that will help 
you with the process. Throughout the season, use a pond vacuum to help keep it tidy. In the fall, we do not 
recommend giving your water garden a deep clean unless it really needs it. 

Problem: Not enough mechanical filtration. 

Solution: Mechanical filtration helps to remove the excess nutrients from the water column. As the water 
passes through the filter system, debris is removed and collected in the filter box or skimmer. Filters are 
rated based on the pond size, but for water gardens with high fish loads, a larger filter may be needed. 

Problem: Lack of beneficial bacteria. 

Solution: Beneficial bacteria, like those found in the DefensePAC, are microorganisms that consume excess 
nutrients and debris and convert them into a harmless gas. When your pond has little to no nutrients to feed 
the algae, it will eventually die off. Beneficial bacteria cultivate on surfaces, such as your filter pads. Cleaning 
your filter pads too much – meaning daily or weekly – can 
wash away your beneficial bacteria. Instead, lightly rinse the 
pads if water is unable to pass through the filter. 

Problem: Inadequate aeration. 

Solution: Beneficial bacteria – as well as your fish – rely on 
oxygen to survive. Waterfalls and fountains can provide 
some aeration, but they may not sufficiently infuse oxygen 
into the pond. That is where an aeration kit comes into play. 
These systems force air through a diffuser or air stone, 
circulating the water and increasing your pond's dissolved 
oxygen levels. Learn more about the importance of aeration 
by clicking here. 

Problem: Too much sunlight and not enough plants. 

Solution: Sunlight is essential for algae to grow. You can 
block that sunlight by covering your water with water lilies 
or other floating plants; we recommend shading 40-60% of 
your pond's surface area. Another benefit to adding plants 
is that they also use the nutrients in pond, making fewer 
available for algae to use. 



Visiting the Patel’s Pond after the Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Look closely…Lisa is waving! 

Do NOT let me fall in! 

The Patel’s were generous to 

share their abundance of water 

lilies.  We had a great time, and 

no…Nancy did not fall in! 



Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely 
new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  
 

Do you have your 
embroidered GPPS 
shirt yet?  You can 
have your shirt 
embroidered with 
the society logo 
for $10 or $20 including a polo shirt. 
Contact Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for 
more information or to place an order.

2019 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 January 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chris & Diane Krum 
     Phoenix-19th Ave & Union Hills Drive 

February  
 February 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Claudia & Doug Bredow 
     Buckeye-Indian School Rd & Verrado Way 
 February 8th-10th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Victoria Helton                           
Tolleson-107th Ave & Broadway Road  
 

April 
 April 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Drive 

April 26th-28th: Home & Garden Show 
 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 11th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 8th: Meeting - 6pm 

Host: Lynnette Zang 
     Phoenix-7th Ave & McDowell Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Dennis & Sue Beard 
Buckeye-Verrado Way & Van Buren Road 

November 
 November 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 14th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Fantastic 
Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance    $3794.14 

Income  
    Dues        $25.00 
 

Expenses 
    Pond tour supplies             $23.85    
    

Ending Balance   $3795.29 



 
 

Fish Facts 
Are you looking for something a little different for 
your pond?  How about a Chinese Hi Fin Banded 
Shark? Ok, Not a real shark, the Myxocyprinus 
asiaticus, is more closely related to algae eating 

sucker fish. They have bold vertical bands of contrasting black and 
off-white colors that makes this fish a whole different type of eye 
catcher than your koi or goldfish. They are compatible with 
goldfish, koi, many other pond fish, cold tolerant AND they eat algae! 
The Yangtze River where they originate prepared them well for cold water. Water temperatures within 
the range of 60F to 75F keep them very comfortable, but like your other pond fish during cold weather 
periods, the Chinese Hi fin Banded shark goes pretty much dormant with temperatures below 55F.  
By nature they are bottom dwelling fish that will stay busy eating algae off all kinds of pond surfaces so 
they help keep your pond looking better. But they also eat all sorts of stuff like krill, earthworms and 
fish food like koi pellets. Sharks will really enjoy treats of seaweed sheets or quartered raw zucchini 
sticks for them to suck on.  
When these fish come up for sale, they are usually around 4” with a deep body and the characteristic 
high fin. This body shape stays with them until about the 20”-24” size and then they begin to outgrow 
the big fin and their bodies elongate as they continue their growth to 3’+ range. These fish are slow 
growers even with great conditions so be patient! The impressive banding pattern of this fish also fades 
away as they age and grow. Adults look very different than the juveniles, but still a cool looking fish. 
Because of this size potential, the Chinese Hi Fin shark is actually much better suited to being a pond 
fish than an aquarium fish. Proper care will give them a very long life span of many decades. 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Fern Shaw vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Group Effort events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Tammy Purtell librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Koi Food?  
Diane & Chris are authorized distributors for Blue Ridge 
Platinum Pro Koi and Goldfish food.  The 4.5lb plastic jug 
is priced at $30 each.  They have 30 koi and go through 
around one a month during the warm months.  Blue Ridge 

Platinum Pro is a professional, fish meal-based diet 
formulated for discerning koi keepers that want the very best for their fish. This is 
a higher protein formula that will provide your koi with exceptional growth, 
nutrition and coloration. It contains everything needed to keep your fish in top 
show condition including top quality protein, carbohydrates and amino acids. It contains proven color 
enhancers Spirulina and Canthaxanthin for superior color enhancement. Also includes Primilac, a 
probiotic immune stimulant designed to protect koi from sickness and disease. For more information or 
to place an order, email desertkrums@yahoo.com  
 
 

Need Fill Dirt?  
Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  PLEASE come get some!  We’ll even help you load it!  Email 
tanyam6@cox.net for more info. 
 
 

Passport P-150 Portable Sound System for Sale 
This system belongs to the club & we would like to sell it since it hasn’t been used in recent memory. 
We would really love to replace our damaged tent.  If you or some you know might be interested, call 
Ron at 480-861-5320 for more information. 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of something? Or do you have a question, 
tip, trick, recommendation or idea to share?   Send your submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

We were all bummed to find out that Drs Foster & Smith were 

bought out by Petco.  Though Petco does carry some pond supplies, 

it’s just not the same.  In a surprising plot twist, part of Drs Foster & 

Smith has survived!!!  I recently ordered from LiveAquaria, which had been the live plant and fish division of 

Drs Foster & Smith, and the charges came through on my statement as “Foster Smith Mail”…WHAT!?  I did 

more digging into the site and found that they are carrying lots of pond and aquarium supplies.  So if you 

find yourself missing Drs Foster & Smith, check it out! https://www.liveaquaria.com/ 

mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
https://www.liveaquaria.com/


The Back Page Editorial    

Here we are again…on the back page.  In the last issue I 
asked that anyone who got here and “pinged” me would be 
entered in a drawing for a special mystery item.  I drew the 
name at the April meeting and the winner was Dianne E., she 
won this pen, made from a playing card cast in resin and 
turned on a lathe by yours 
truly!  (Dianne, check your 
email for more info)  

Keep your eye on this back 
page…you never know what 
you might find back here! 
Tanya Brown - GPPS Editor 

 
 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  

That URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can 

make it a bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight and 

copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window NOTE:  

there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type the 

underscore will result in an error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th 

of each month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the 

property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will 

be printed. Submissions can be emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
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