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The Next Meeting: June 8th at 6:00pm. 

 The EVENING June meeting will be held at the home Lynette Zang.  
 

➢ Telephone:  602-510-7407 

➢ Address:  1833 Palmcroft Dr NE, Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

The June meeting is the only evening meeting of the year!  We will have the usual meeting 

business then enjoy a great meal with amazing friends!  Lynette has a full-blown urban 

garden with vegetable beds, birds, tilapia pond and her swimming pool has been 

transformed into a beautiful pond.  The yard was designed for entertaining!  You will not 

want to miss this meeting, especially since our next meeting will be in September! 

Got Predators? 

We all spend a lot of time, 

money and effort to make our 

water gardens beautiful but it 

doesn’t take long for predators 

to decimate your pond. 

What uninvited guests have     

you had show up in your yard? 

What do you do to              

protect your pond? 

 

 



Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders, 

This weather has been so amazing; I can’t believe this 
is the middle of May!  Hope you all have had time to 
get out and enjoy it, not sure how long it’s going to 
last, but I could definitely get use to this. 

Thank you, volunteers! 

We couldn’t have done it without you. 

May has been a busy month and I would like to thank 
everyone who stepped up and volunteered to work 
the booth at the Home & Garden Show and to those 
who worked so hard getting their pond/yard ready for this year’s pond tour.  We couldn’t 
have done it without you. 

I would also like to give a BIG thank you to Fern Shaw (our most humble VP) for all your 
hard work in organizing the tour and by the feedback that I have received I think it was a 
big success. 

For everyone that was on the tour, you can return all the items that you checked out 
including any sign in sheets to the next meeting.  

Potluck, bring a dish! 

Our next meeting will be in the evening June 8th at 6pm at Lynnette Zang’s.  We will have 
our regular meeting followed by a potluck, so bring a dish to share.  GPPS will supply the 
beverages (non-alcoholic) this will be our last meeting for the summer, so I hope everyone 
can make it. 

Don’t forget to visit us on Facebook and share any pictures that you took during the tour. 

Happy Ponding! 

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Pond Tour! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for sending in 

your pictures from 

the tour!!  If you have 

more pictures, please 

send them to 

tanyam6@cox.net or 

post them to the 

GPPS Facebook page. 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mosquitos, Leeches, Snails and Worms…Oh My! 
 

Getting to Know Leeches 
Leeches are 2-inch-long brownish-black 
segmented worms that are a distant cousin 
to the earthworm. They use their suction 
cup-like mouths and teeth to latch on to 
vertebrate and invertebrate animals, 
feeding on their blood. Of the 700 different 
leech species, the majority live in freshwater 
environments, like your swimming pond. 

Leeches love to live in the debris at the 
bottom of your pond. In all that muck 
accumulation, they get comfortable, find 
food and hide from predators—also known 
as fish—swimming overhead. 

Despite their bad reputation, leeches aren't 
all bad. Up until the 18th and 19th centuries, 
these worms had been used medicinally on humans to improve and restore blood circulation. The practice 
waned for a time—likely a combination of the yuck factor and modern medicine—but it's slowing coming 
back into favor. 

Kicking Leeches to the Curb 
Unless you practice leech therapy, you probably want to evict those 
invertebrates from your pond. The best way to do that is to remove 
their preferred habitat—all the muck and debris covering the bottom 
of your pond. How do you do that? Here's a four-step approach: 

• Pull Out the Debris: First, use a rake or cutter to remove weeds, 
accumulated debris, algae, decomposing plants and muck. 

• Add Beneficial Bacteria: Next, add some beneficial bacteria, like those found in MuckAway™. The 
bacteria will head to the bottom of the pond and digest whatever muck remains. Remember that it 
will take some time to break down all that debris, so be patient. 

• Let Your Fish Do the Work: With nowhere to hide, those leeches will become tasty meals for your 
fish. You may even consider adding some more leech-eating fish to your pond. 

• Trap and Destroy: For those leeches that elude your finned friends, you can trap and remove them 
with a baited trap. Punch leech-size holes in a coffee or aluminum can, bait it with raw chicken or fish 
heads, and position it in a shallow area of your pond. When the worms go for the grub, they can get 
in but not out because the burrs from the hole punches will prevent them from escaping. Remove 
the can once it's full and repeat until the leeches are gone. 

If a leech latches onto you, don't worry. In most cases, it won't do any harm. In fact, you might not even feel 
it as the tiny critter injects the spot with anesthetic-anticoagulant combo while attaching itself with its 
suckers. You can remove a leech by breaking its suction seal with your fingernail or another blunt object, 
causing the worm to detach its jaws.  (Thanks for the great info Pondguy.com!) 

BTW, one of our members has personal experience with these nasty spawns of Satan…            
ask me and I will drop names! 



Mosquito  
Knowing the different stages of the mosquito's life will help you 
prevent mosquitoes around your home and also help you choose 
the right pesticides for your needs, if you decide to use them. All 
mosquito species go through four distinct stages during their life cycle: 

• Egg - hatches when exposed to water.  

• Larva - (plural: larvae) "wriggler" lives in water; molts 
several times; most species surface to breathe air.  

• Pupa - (plural: pupae) "tumbler" does not feed; stage just 
before emerging as adult. 

• Adult - flies short time after emerging and after its body 
parts have hardened. 

The first three stages occur in water, but the adult is an active 
flying insect. Only the female mosquito bites and feeds on the 
blood of humans or other animals. 

• After she obtains a blood meal, the female mosquito lays the eggs directly on or near water, soil and 
at the base of some plants in places that may fill with water. The eggs can survive dry conditions for 
a few months… WHAT?! 

• The eggs hatch in water and a mosquito larva or "wriggler" emerges. The length of time to hatch 
depends on water temperature, food and type of mosquito. 

• The larva lives in the water, feeds and develops into the third stage of the life cycle called, a pupa or 
"tumbler." The pupa also lives in the water but no longer feeds. 

• Finally, the mosquito emerges from the pupal case after two days to a week in the pupal stage.  

• The life cycle typically takes up two weeks, but depending on conditions, it can range from 4 days to 
as long as a month. 

The adult mosquito emerges onto the water's surface and flies away, ready to begin its lifecycle.   

(Thanks EPA.Gov!) 

 

Bloodworm Larvae in Koi Ponds 
As their name states, bloodworms are a blood-colored wormlike creature 
measuring about 1 millimeter long. These wiggly aquatic worms are a common 
sight in standing bodies of water, and though they may appear intimidating, they 
are generally not a cause for alarm. In fact, bloodworm larvae can be beneficial 
to your koi pond. 

Types of Bloodworms 

"Bloodworms" can refer to the larvae of a nonbiting midge (Chironomidae) or the parasite also known as 
blood flukes (Schistosoma). While chironomidae are not dangerous to humans, unless the person is allergic 
to them, schistosoma -- which isn't found in the United States -- has infected more than 200 million people 
worldwide. Schistosoma, detectable only under a microscope, is generally found throughout Africa, South 
America and Asia. This parasite lives in certain species of freshwater snails and contaminates the water. 

Nonbiting Midges 

The bloodworms in your koi pond are the larvae of nonbiting midges called chironomids. These insects 
resemble tiny mosquitoes but don’t bite humans or feed on blood. Nonbiting midges lay their eggs on the 



surface of ditches, streams and ponds. These eggs sink to the bottom of the pond and hatch a few days 
later. The larvae, called bloodworms, consume organic matter in the pond, which helps to keep the water 
clean and clear. Bloodworms generally transform into the pupa stage about two to seven weeks after 
hatching. They stay in this stage for about three days before swimming to the water surface and emerging 
as an adult chironomid. 

Bloodworm Larvae and Koi 

Bloodworms in your koi pond are not something that requires concern. The larvae do not harm any plants 
growing in the pond and are beneficial in many ways. As well as helping to keep the water clear, bloodworm 
larvae are a food source for fish such as koi. Bloodworm larvae are high in protein, which is important for 
healthy koi. Frozen bloodworms are available for purchase at pet stores, and some pond owners raise 
bloodworm larvae for use as food for their fish. 

Considerations 

If bloodworms are not welcomed guests, several control options are available that won’t harm the koi. The 
bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis var. israelensis targets only the larvae of specific pests, such as nonbiting 
midges, and won’t harm the koi fish in the pond. Another option is to attract predatory insects to feed on 
the nonbiting midges. Dragonflies and damselflies prey on the adult midges while their larvae feed on the 
bloodworm larvae. Submerged, marginal and floating aquatic plants added in and around the koi pond 
entice dragonflies and damselflies to the area.  (Thanks homeguides.sfgate.com!) 
 

Dragonflies 
The dragonfly belongs to the Odonata order of insects. Its life cycle 
consists of both an aquatic and terrestrial phase. During the dragonfly life 
cycle, the insect goes through the egg, nymph or larval stage, and then the 
adult stage. The dragonfly has evolved with some adaptations to help it 
survive in the two different environments as it goes through its process of 
maturing from an egg to an adult. 

The dragonfly life cycle begins when a female lays her eggs in or near 
water. If the eggs are laid near a water source, they will remain dormant 
until the rains come and cause the water level to rise. The eggs will hatch 
when the temperature is right, and the larvae or nymph will emerge from the eggs in about a month. 

This first stage of the dragonfly life cycle is spent in the aquatic environment. Dragonfly larvae feed on tiny 
aquatic organisms, which they either actively hunt or passively wait for. They have adapted a specialized lip 
that can extend up to a third of their body length. The larvae feed voraciously on the small aquatic organisms 
to enable them grow quickly. 

As the dragonfly larvae grow, they progress to feeding on larger insects like mosquito larvae, small fish and 
tadpoles. (Note to fellow pond members… they bite or whatever you want to call it with their scorpion-like 
pinchers, and it hurts! Just saying I now go in the pond fully-clothed with no skin showing.) During this part of 
the dragonfly life cycle, the larvae continually molt by shedding their outer skin as they increase in size. Most 
dragonfly larvae molt between 10 to 15 times before they attain maturity. 

Dragonfly larvae have gills that serve two basic purposes. The gills enable them to breathe inside water and 
also serve as a propellant inside the aquatic environment when water is forced through them. Species of 
dragonfly vary, and the length of time it takes for the larvae to mature during the dragonfly life cycle 
depends on the type of species. Some dragonfly species mature in a few weeks while others actually take 
up to five years to mature. 

When dragonfly larvae are finally ready to transform into adults, they often emerge from the water in the 
evening time and climb up to the leaves of partially submerged vegetation. Otherwise, they will simply float 



to the surface of the water and start swallowing air. The swallowing of air causes their skin to split so that 
the mature dragonfly can emerge from the discarded skin. The emergence of the adults from the skin is the 
last stage in the dragonfly life cycle.  (Thanks www.wisegeek.com!) 
 

Last but not least… Snails! 
Pond Snail Facts – Are Snails Good or Bad for Garden Ponds? 

If you have a decorative pond, you’ve likely come across some resident snails and 
are wondering whether or not to keep them around. Before we delve into the 
specifics of these slimy little critters, let’s start with a bit of basic background. 
Pond snails are members of the gastropod family, along with mollusks, slugs, and 
approximately 60,000 other species. Oftentimes, they are introduced accidentally 
into ponds by discretely hitching a ride on aquatic plants, or will move in of their 
own accord from any nearby water systems such as rivers or wetlands. On 
occasion, they’ll hitchhike on the backs of turtles that have been sedentary for a 
while (or unintentionally on your dog or cat as they brush against a plant with 
snails or eggs on it), transferring to your pond if they find it suitable. 

Much like amphibians, snails meet a portion of their oxygen needs by essentially breathing through their 
skin, though some species also have gills (yes, snails can have gills!) while others 
have a single, tiny lung-like organ and need to periodically surface to breath. 
Depending on the snails native to your region, some will be happy living 
permanently under the water, whereas others may need to visit the surface for a 
breath every now and again! 

Do Pond Snails Eat Algae & Plants? 

Depending moderately on the species, freshwater snails consume algae, leafy 
vegetation, dead fish and snails, and certain vegetables and fruits like carrots and 
apples. If you have a heavily planted pond, there should not be any major damage 
to plants as small amounts of snails won’t have much of an impact. They’ll also 
consume softer nuisance algae before they eat most plant foliage, so they’re 
useful for keeping algae in-check and will only go for plants if there is little else to 
eat. However, if you have only a lightly planted pond or little algae, you will need to keep snail reproduction 
in-check, as they’ll eventually grow too large in numbers for plants to recover after foliage is eaten. 
 

Common Fresh Water Pond Snails (Europe or US Native Species) 
1) Ramshorn Pond Snail (Planorbidae) 

Named because their shell is shaped much like a ram’s horn, the ramshorn snail 
breaths air via a lung and through their skin. Because of this, they are able to thrive 
in environments with low dissolved oxygen levels compared to species with gills. 
They also prefer areas that are not overly clean, meaning that they have plenty of 
algae and vegetation for the snail to feed on, though these snails are found in clear, 
oxygenated waters as well. Fairly common, these snails are often considered a “pest” 

species, as they can reproduce quickly and lay a large 
number of eggs at a time. However, soft algae species are their favorite food, 
and so long as these are readily available, they are unlikely to eat much of 
your pond vegetation and can help prevent algae overgrowth. They’re a very 
cheap, low bio-load, and safe choice for most freshwater ponds. 

A bright red ramshorn snail. 

Most pond snails will consume 
both algae and certain plants,   

so you would need to check      
the species to ensure your    

plants are safe. 

Snails are a member of the 
gastropod family, and there      

are both terrestrial and        
aquatic snail species. 

Black ramshorn snails 

https://www.amazon.com/Live-Freshwater-Aquarium-Fish-WorldwideTropicals/dp/B07995Y2MC/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&linkCode=li3&tag=pondin08-20&linkId=0d295abf3136e4455dbfd98e95a94590


2) Great Pond Snail (Lymnaea stagnalis) 

The great pond snail, or Lymnaea stagnalis, is a fairly widespread species occurring 
in the Holarctic regions of Europe as well as portions of Canada and Russia. As its 
name implies, it’s a fairly large snail whose shell can grow to be up to 7 centimeters 
in diameter. They prefer calm, still water with plenty of vegetation, or very slow 
moving rivers and streams. Their diet primarily consists of vegetation (both living and 
dead) and algae, but they will also consume insect larvae (like pesky water beetles), 
small newts and fish, and even other snails. 

3) Wandering Pond Snail (Radix Balthica) 

Found throughout much of Europe and north and west Asia, the wandering pond 
snail is fairly small at an average maximum size of 2.8 centimeters. While they inhabit 
a range of aquatic environments, they prefer eutrophic, still water bodies. Eutrophic 
ecosystems are considered unhealthy, and so finding this snail in your pond may give 
you cause to test your water quality to make sure nutrients aren’t overloaded and 
there is plenty of dissolved oxygen. They will feed on plant matter, decaying organic 
debris, and algae. 

4) Big Ear Pond Snail (Radix Auricularia) 

Native to Europe and East Asia, this species has also spread to the United States and 
New Zealand. They are capable of living in turbid waters, but generally prefer lentic 
lakes, ponds, bogs, or rivers. A large species, big ears can grow up to 6 or 7 
centimeters in diameter. Much of their diet is composed of green algae species, 
decaying matter, and sand grains. 

5) Dwarf Pond Snail (Galba Truncatula) 

A dwarf species, lesser pond snails typically only grow to a maximum of 1 centimeter 
in diameter. Preferring very small, still bodies of water (including puddles!), it can be 
found across all of Europe, North Africa, portions of Asia, and Alaska. Like the other 
species talked about here, lesser pond snails will eat aquatic vegetation, algae, and 
decaying organic matter such as dead fish and leaves. They’re also sometimes 
referred to simply as lesser snails due to their small statue. 

6) Other Snail Species (Non-native) 

As well as the wild native species above, you may also hear about other snails, such 
as trapdoor snails, mystery snails, assassin snails, rabbit snails and tadpole snails. These species, among 
others, may be able to live in outdoor ponds if they’re not tropical (require higher temperatures), but you 
would also need to check they’re not an invasive species in your area. If your pond is close to natural water 
ways, trying to attract native species is recommended so non-native species don’t become invasive to the 
surrounding environment. Many of these types of snails are kept in aquariums or raised ponds, which 
ensures they’re more easily controlled and can’t readily escape. 
 

Benefits of Having Pond Snails: 

While some species are considered more desirable than others, in general pond snails can play an important 
role in your pond’s ecosystem by grazing on algae. They also aid in nutrient cycling by feeding on detritus 
and releasing nitrogen from sediment. Some freshwater snails, such as the great pond snail and the lesser 
pond snail, are more sensitive to pollution and can warn you if your pond isn’t healthy. If snails are suddenly 
coming to the surface of your pond, the water quality is likely poor. By contrast, if you find pollution-tolerant 
species like the wandering pond snail, this is also an indicator that your pond might be unhealthy and should 
be tested and monitored. 

Wild big ear pond snail 

Dwarf Pond Snail 

Wandering pond snail 

A species of great pond snail 

https://www.naturespot.org.uk/species/ear-pond-snail


Drawbacks of Having Pond Snails: 

Most pond snails do consume algae – however, many of them prefer the healthy, soft green algae that’s 
easier to scrape off rather than harmful blue-green algae, or cyanobacteria. In addition, most snails are 
hermaphrodites and reproduce quickly. If your pond becomes overpopulated, they may eat your pond 
plants and kill them over time, particularly if there is not enough algae. One way to mitigate this is to provide 
leafy vegetables. Another is to avoid having or remove any snails from the physa genus, such as the acute 
pond snail, as these species reproduce exceedingly quickly and gorge 
themselves on necessary healthy algae, as well as diatoms that are 
absolutely essential for aquatic life. On top of this, if snails are allowed to 
reproduce freely, they will hugely contribute to waste as they begin to die 
off. This can cause spikes in harmful waste substances, such as ammonia and 
nitrites, which are deadly to fish. 

Furthermore, many wild snails are often hosts to various parasites that can 
pass to fish and mammals. If you decide to have snails in your ornamental 
pond, obtaining them from aquariums, fish farms, and breeders significantly 
lowers the likelihood of them hosting parasites or viruses. Never catch snails 
from a natural environment and introduce them to your pond, as they can 
host a range of pathogens, bacteria, and nasty parasites! 
 

How to Control & Remove Pond Snails & Eggs  

Water vacuums are great devices for pond cleaning but can also work to quickly remove snails from the 
pond floor where they live and reproduce. If you come across snails in your pond but don’t wish them to be 
there, there are a number of actions you can take to minimize their numbers or remove them altogether. 
Perhaps the most obvious solution is manual removal by hand, with a water vacuum, or nets. You can also 
introduce predators that eat snails, such as frogs or assassin snails. Assassin snails, as the name implies, eat 
snails smaller than themselves. They also require a male and female to mate, so they don’t reproduce nearly 
as quickly as other snail species, and only lay a few eggs at a time rather than many dozens. As an added 
bonus, they’re quite colorful and beautiful. 

Another easy option is to form a sort of snail trap by placing a lettuce leaf on your pond’s surface and leaving 
it overnight. By the next day, there should be a significant colony of snails gathered on the leaf, which you 
can then remove from your pond. However, this won’t remove all of the snails in your pond and will also 
attract snails that you may want to keep. 

If these methods aren’t giving you the desired results, you can utilize 
various chemicals as a last resort. Keep in mind that these chemicals 
may impact other organisms in your pond as well if you don’t use the 
proper amount. The most common chemical is copper sulfate, which 
kills both slugs and snails on contact. However, it is very toxic to both 
plants and fish, so we cannot recommend it over other safer control 
methods. 

To ensure that you keep snails under control, you should regularly clean 
out your filters and change the cartridges to remove any eggs and tiny 
juvenile snails. At least once a year, empty out your pond and 
thoroughly clean the liner, rocks, plants, and any decorations. The 
easiest way to do a large water change and clean-out is with a water 
vacuum with dual-flow function and sludge filter, as you can 
clean and filter water at the same time!  

(Thanks pondinformer.com!) 

If snails are allowed to reproduce 
uncontrolled, they will eventually 

contribute to waste as they die off. 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

https://pondinformer.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/pond-snails-waste-ponds.jpg


Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely 
new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  
 

Do you have your 
embroidered GPPS 
shirt yet?  You can 
have your shirt 
embroidered with 
the society logo for 
$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. Contact 
Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for more 
information or to place an order.

2019 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 January 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chris & Diane Krum 
     Phoenix-19th Ave & Union Hills Drive 

February  
 February 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Claudia & Doug Bredow 
     Buckeye-Indian School Rd & Verrado Way 
 February 8th-10th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Victoria Helton                           
Tolleson-107th Ave & Broadway Road  
 

April 
 April 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Drive 

April 26th-28th: Home & Garden Show 
 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 11th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 8th: Meeting - 6pm 

Host: Lynnette Zang 
     Phoenix-7th Ave & McDowell Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jagdish & Dipti Patel 
Phoenix-43rd Ave & Happy Valley Rd 

November 
 November 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 14th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Fantastic 
Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 
Starting Balance   $3795.29 

Income  
    Dues     $50.00 
Expenses 
    Home Show Supplies        $156.39 
    Pond tour printing             $61.02  
    Overpaid Dues Refund     $15.00    

Ending Balance             $3612.88 



 
 

***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Koi Food?  
Diane & Chris are authorized distributors for Blue Ridge Platinum Pro 
Koi and Goldfish food.  The 4.5lb plastic jug is priced at $30 each.  They 
have 30 koi and go through around one a month during the warm 

months.  Blue Ridge Platinum Pro is a professional, fish meal-based diet 
formulated for discerning koi keepers that want the very best for their fish. This is a higher 
protein formula that will provide your koi with exceptional growth, nutrition and 
coloration. It contains everything needed to keep your fish in top show condition including top quality 
protein, carbohydrates and amino acids. It contains proven color enhancers Spirulina and Canthaxanthin for 
superior color enhancement. Also includes Primilac, a probiotic immune stimulant designed to protect koi 
from sickness and disease. For more information or to place an order, email desertkrums@yahoo.com  
 

Need Fill Dirt?  
Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  PLEASE come get some!  We’ll even help you load it!  Email 
tanyam6@cox.net for more info. 
 

Passport P-150 Portable Sound System for Sale 
This system belongs to the club & we would like to sell it 
since it hasn’t been used in recent memory. We would really 
love to replace our damaged tent.  If you or some you know 
might be interested, call Ron at 480-861-5320 for more info. 
 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of something? Or do you have a question, 
tip, trick, recommendation or idea to share?   Send your submission to newsltr@phoenixponds.com  

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Fern Shaw vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Group Effort events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Tammy Purtell librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


How do I know how many fish I can have in my pond? 
Fish are like potato chips: It's hard to have just one. When you visit your local pet retailer 

or water garden center and see those goldfish and koi 
staring up at you through the water, how can you not 
take them home! 

Too many fish in a pond, however, can create an unhealthy 
environment for your fish and a breeding ground for algae. The more 
fish you have, the more waste they produce – and that waste can turn 
into algae fertilizer unless you have the filtration power to pump it out. 

Before you start buying bucket-loads of finned friends, figure out how 
many you can comfortably keep in your pond. Here's how in five 
simple steps. 

1. Calculate Pond Size 

First, determine the square footage of your pond's surface area by measuring its length and its width, 
and multiplying the two numbers. We recommend no more than 1 inch of fish for every square foot of 
surface area, so if your pond is 250 square feet, that's a maximum of 250 inches of adult, fully grown 
fish. If you need help with the math, use our online calculator. You'll just need to know your pond's 
length, width and average depth. 

2. Allow Room to Grow 

If you're starting with young or adolescent fish, don't max out your fish volume right from the start. 
Remember that those little guys will grow, a 2-inch fry will turn into a 10 inch adult in no time  and they'll 
produce more waste as they develop. Skip the guessing game of growing fish by stocking adults, such 
as those included in our koi packages. You'll enjoy instant gratification and a pond full of colorful fish! 

3. Add More Slowly 

Whether you're starting with young fish or adults, add just a handful at a time. Your pond will need time 
to "season" or build up its biological filtration system (a.k.a. beneficial bacteria), to handle the new 
influx of fish waste. Introduce a few fish then wait several weeks before adding more. While you're 
waiting, give your biological filter a boost with DefensePAC Pond Care Package. It contains Nature's 
Defense, Clarity Defense and Muck Defense - all of which promote the growth of those beneficial 
microorganisms. 

4. Keep Up with Routine Maintenance 

Once your fish have moved in, help them feel right at home. Use natural bacteria to break down fish 
waste, uneaten food and other debris. Provide shade, habitat and safety with floating and submerged 
aquatic plants. Feed them a healthy diet, like The Pond Guy® Staple Fish Food, which has the right 
amount of protein to keep them healthy without producing a lot of excess waste. Provide a healthy 
ecosystem and tasty food, and you'll have a pond full of happy fish! 

5. Share or Upgrade! 

If your pond is overpopulated already, you have two options: Share some of your fish with a friend or 
do some upgrades in either your filtration system or your pond itself. 

An external pressurized filter like the AllClear handles excess waste thanks to its powerful combination 
of biological, mechanical and ultraviolet filters. Its backflush option makes it easy to clean, and it's easy 
to install in an existing pond because the plumbing doesn't need to be run through the liner.     

Source: https://www.thepondguy.com/product/learning-center-wg-how-many-fish 

https://www.thepondguy.com/product/learning-center-wg-how-many-fish


The Back Page Editorial    

Hey there…how are things? Did you check out the pond tour??  I decided to take 
my parents & Ian along for the fun (they were exhausted). Thank you to all that 
opened their yards and made the tour amazing!   

So…any questions, comments or suggestions for me or for the 
newsletter?  I know I ask this question a lot, I would really love to 
hear from you!  This is YOUR club so make your voice 
heard!  We are also looking for something the club can 
do in July or August since we won’t be having 
monthly meetings.  We’ve done dinner & a painting 
party and we can do one or both of those again but 
new ideas would be great too. And if you sent in meeting topic ideas, I 
promise we are working on integrating them into upcoming meetings and 

events.  😊 Thank you!!  

Tanya Brown – GPPS Editor 
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