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The Next Meeting: September 14th at 9:00am. 

 The September meeting will be held at the home of Alan & Molly Hanna.  
 

➢ Telephone:  602-326-7020 

➢ Address:  5331 West Willow Ave, Glendale, AZ 85304 
 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

NEWS FLASH!!!!!   

The speaker for our September meeting will be ERIC TRIPLETT of The Pond Digger!!!! 

Eric’s podcasts along with his How To and Ponds Gone Wrong videos on YouTube have 
helped many people make beautiful water gardens.  The 23-part series How to Build a Fish 
Pond was not only the guidance I used for my pond but it was also made me want a goat!   

We’re still working on a topic for his presentation, do you have questions?  Send them 
over so we can give him an idea of what to cover.   

There’s a wealth of information on his website www.theponddigger.com and his 
YouTube channel www.youtube.com/ThePondDigger.  Check it out! 

Big thanks to TJ for putting this together!   

http://www.theponddigger.com/
http://www.youtube.com/ThePondDigger


Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders, 

GREAT food with AMAZING friends! That’s how I 
would describe our last meeting.  

I would like to thank Lynnette for taking the time 
to host our meeting /potluck.  Lynnette has been 
keeping very busy these last few months with the 
help of Victoria and Ernie getting her beautiful 
home and pond ready to share with the Encanto 
Home Tour, GPPS Pond Tour and our June 
meeting/ potluck.  I went to all three and each 
time I was amazed at how she has created a piece 
of paradise in her own backyard.  I especially enjoyed watching how a mother duck and 
her ducklings made themselves at home in her pond; they were the hit of the party!  

Welcome to all the new members and guests that we got to meet and hopefully we’ll 
get to see you again at our next meeting in September. We are a group of ponders that 
just enjoy learning, sharing and having FUN! So, if anyone has any suggestions on 
something COOL we can do during the HOT summer months, please contact myself or 
Tanya.  

If you still have any pond tour supplies that need to be returned, please contact me at 
480-861-5320 and we’ll figure out the best way and time to get them returned.   

Even though we won’t be having 
our monthly meetings until 
September, please keep checking 
your e-mails, because we’ll be 
sending you updates on plant or 
fish giveaways and or any events 
coming up. 

Our next meeting will be 
September 14th at the home of 
Alan & Molly Hanna. Stay cool and 
have a safe summer.  

Happy Ponding! 

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 

 



 

      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Meeting at Lynette’s Pond 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pond Maintenance: How to Deal with Common Pond Emergencies 

Our ponds are complex systems, and for this reason it may be difficult to pinpoint the cause of a problem. 
Pre-planning will help you handle various emergencies, which usually come up in the middle of the night or 
when you are late for an appointment. It would be difficult to be ready for everything, but here are some 
tips to help you deal with the most common emergencies. 

Equipment Failure 

Despite your best efforts, there will be times when an essential piece of equipment will fail. This could be a 
burned-out pump, a broken plumbing connection, you name it, it has probably happened. Our best 
safeguard is to have backup equipment and parts. While the initial cost will be higher to have backups, the 
lives (and expense) of the pond inhabitants are dependent on our efforts to filter the pond. The biological 
filter, which is critical to the elimination of the toxic wastes given off by the fish, is especially sensitive to 
failure. 

Power Outage 

Power outages pose another set of problems for pond owners. You may feel helpless during a power 
outage, but there are a few things you should remember that can help ease your fish through a power 
outage with a minimal amount of stress. 

Unplug all electrical devices you use for your pond in order to avoid possible damage from power surges 
when the electricity comes back on. A surge suppressor strip is a good investment; the power can surge at 
any time, and the breaker mechanism in the power strip will keep the power surges from damaging your 
equipment. You should also clean out the filters, and if possible, change the filter media when the power 
goes off. This will help keep the pond's water quality high. 



An uninterruptible power supply (UPS) can also carry your pond through a brief power outage. They are 
available at most office supply or computer retail stores. The UPS works by providing the necessary current 
via a battery. The battery remains charged by being plugged into the wall outlet. This means that your pond 
will not flinch even a little bit when the power goes off, as it is will not be powered by line electricity. The 
UPS will last longer if used to power small pumps or air pumps with low current consumption. The larger 
circulation pumps will usually run only a few minutes. 

Finally, if you live in an area where power outages are more common, you may want to consider a gasoline-
powered generator. The downside to generators is that they can be expensive, noisy, and rather heavy. 
However, they can keep your pond (and also your home appliances) going throughout an extended power 
outage. An important safety tip: DO NOT feed your fish during a power outage unless it is absolutely 
necessary, as it will cause pollutants and algae to build up faster. Most fish can go 5 to 7 days without being 
fed. 

Disease 

Most pond owners will eventually have to face a disease outbreak in their pond. Because the pond 
environment is so tightly knit, disease can spread rapidly if left unchecked. Purchasing a few pieces of 
equipment ahead of time can help you control rapidly spreading disease. 

Most pond owners do not have a quarantine tank for new fish or the treatment of sick ones. However, a 
quarantine tank is a great way to treat a sick fish instead of treating the whole pond. This smaller tank can 
also be used to house new fish for a quarantine period before they are introduced to your pond. You should 
always quarantine new fish for at least 1 to 2 weeks to ensure they are in good health and free of disease 
before introducing them to your pond. Many medications can safely be used in quarantine/treatment tanks 
that could be harmful to plants or some marine life found in a pond. 

UV sterilizers are very helpful in preventing and controlling the spread of disease in your pond. They are set 
up like filters; water passes through the sterilizer and is bombarded with UV waves. These waves kill 
between 95%-99% of harmful bacteria. UV sterilizers are also used to control algae in ponds, but a more 
powerful sterilizer is needed to control bacteria than algae. To control bacterial populations, the UV sterilizer 
will need to be 2 to 3 times higher in wattage than the minimum required for controlling algae. Make sure 
to follow manufactures' recommendations. 

Sudden Aggression in a Fish 

This problem ordinarily occurs in ponds with multiple species. What causes it? Some species of fish suddenly 
become aggressive to guard their eggs. If you plan on breeding fish, it might be best to set up a separate 
breeding tank or partition off part of the pond. Isolating aggressive fish will keep them from harming the 
other fish in the pond, though you may lose the unguarded eggs to the other animals. 

Note that some fish feed on their own eggs, which is another good reason to have a breeding tank. 

A Sudden Leaf Fall 

If you have deciduous trees around your pond, you should know that you 
must place a net over the pond in the fall to catch falling leaves and prevent 
them from decaying in your water and raising ammonia/nitrites to toxic 
levels. If the leaves fall suddenly, you will want to skim any that are floating 
on the surface and scoop up or vacuum any that have already sank. 

High Ammonia or Nitrite Levels 

This can be a very serious problem, as ammonia or nitrites in large 
quantities are very toxic for your animals. You should check the levels in 
your pond regularly; that way you can spot a problem before it gets out of 
hand. If you find your pond has high levels of ammonia or nitrites, there are 



commercially available products that can neutralize the toxicity of the chemicals in your tank, making them 
less dangerous for your pond animals. 

In a newly set-up pond, you will experience high levels of ammonia and nitrite as part of the initialization 
process. Your tank is just going through the "cycle" - the process by which it naturally develops biological 
filtration. However, if the ammonia or nitrite levels in an established pond become high, you should take a 
closer look at your biological filtration, feeding, and maintenance, and pinpoint the cause of the problem. 
Decaying vegetable matter, a dead fish, overfeeding, or the addition of too many new fish too quickly can 
all lead to high ammonia and nitrite levels. 

Rain Runoff 

In areas with high amounts of rainfall, you want to be sure that your pond is guarded from excess rain runoff. 
In addition to containing potentially harmful chemicals, rain runoff can cool the pond water rapidly, which 
can lead to the more serious problem of turnover in larger ponds. Continuous rainfall may eventually cause 
your pond to overflow. An overflow break-point to drain water away from the pond is recommended. If you 
know ahead of time to expect a long period of heavy rainfall, you may choose to remove some water from 
your pond. If a heavy rainfall comes unannounced, however, you may find yourself in the backyard frantically 
bailing water out of your pond. In cases like this, you can move your fish inside to a quarantine tank 
temporarily. Once the rainfall subsides, you should return the fish to the pond. 

High Temperatures 

Unusual hot or dry spells are another problem for pond owners. While excess warming can be easily 
remedied by floating bags of ice in your pond (NEVER add cool water directly to the pond), excess water 
evaporation over time can be a concern. While it is usually not a good idea to add new water to your pond, 
it is okay to do so if you notice the water level dropping drastically for more than a couple days. Be sure to 
use a water conditioner to remove any chlorine or chloramines from the source water. For extended 
droughts, your quarantine tank is a good place for your fish while you look into a regular tank setup. 

Freezing Temperatures 

Unless you live in an area with severe winters and temperatures that are normally ten to twenty degrees 
below zero (Fahrenheit), your pond should be able to maintain itself through the winter months. Just be 
sure to follow climate guidelines when you are constructing your pond; it is imperative that a region of the 
pond be deep enough to provide fish and other pond life with an area for hibernation. 

Before the pond has a chance to freeze over, you should have disconnected all pumps from their outlets and 
tubing and brought them inside. You should also have installed a de-icer to keep the surface from freezing 
and blocking oxygen, and of course, covering your pond to keep snow and debris out is another wise idea. 
If the unthinkable happens and the first 
freeze comes before you can take these 
precautions, you will need to break the 
surface of the ice. However, do not tap 
on the ice to break it since the shock 
waves will kill or harm your animals. Use 
sealed bags of boiling water instead to 
melt patches of ice, and then follow 
standard winter precautions. 

Turnover 

Closely related to weather concerns is 
the problem of turnover (also called 
rollover). Turnover is usually only a 
serious problem in ponds 4 or more feet 



deep, but it is something that every pond owner should be aware of. Turnover occurs when the top layer of 
warm oxygenated water mixes with the lower layer of non-oxygenated water. This mixing, caused by a 
sudden cooling of the top layer of water (by rain, a rapid temperature drop, or high winds), reduces the 
oxygen. Organic material on the bottom of your pond rapidly uses up this oxygen, leaving none for your fish. 

Turnover need not be a problem for your pond. Purchasing an aerator will ensure that the top layer of water 
maintains a healthy oxygen supply. Another way of combating turnover is to drain the pond and scrape out 
the organic buildup on the bottom. This should only be done if feasible, and only about once a year. 

Clogged Filter 

Clogged filters can cause a rapid deterioration of water quality in your pond. While ordinarily preventable by 
regular cleaning, everyone can forget once in a while. Presumably, if you forget to clean the filter, you may 
not notice that it is clogged until some damage is done. If you find that your filter is damaged, you should 
replace it as soon as possible. If your filter seems to be working normally, clean it at once and replace the 
filtration media as soon as you can. Look for any changes in water quality; test for unhealthy levels of 
ammonia or nitrite as well as for a change in pH. 

Food-related Problems 

Sometimes the unthinkable happens: an overzealous child or neighbor will dump far too much food into the 
pond. This should be removed as soon as possible. Vacuum or skim off as much as you can before it settles. 
And if necessary, do a water change to eliminate the excess since the decaying material will create 
ammonia/nitrite spikes that can kill your fish. 

In the event you run out of food, do not panic, your fish should be able to go for 5 to 7 days without eating. 
Unless you are in some sort of dire or extreme situation, this should be plenty of time to get some more. 
Note that fish food can get stale, so buying that 10-pound bag of flakes for your one goldfish is not the best 
idea. 

Also, stop feeding your fish when the water temperature falls below 40-45 degrees F. 

Animal Death 

If you discover that one of your pond animals has died, remove the dead animal as soon as possible. Next, 
you should test your pond water to make sure the ammonia and nitrite levels, and the pH are safe. If they 
are, check other fish and animals for sudden changes of behavior and signs of stress or disease. If more 
animals continue to die, you may have a disease epidemic in your pond, or you may be feeding them too 
much. Seek out a knowledgeable veterinarian or pond professional to help with the diagnosis and 
treatment. 

If a wild bird or animal has fallen into your pond and died, follow the same procedures as above, but check 
also for measures that you can implement to keep that from occurring in the future. Your pond should have 
at least one area where animals can easily get out again if they get in trouble. A mat or set of stepping-stones 
can help to prevent accidents, but be aware it also makes it easier for cats or wild animals etc., to gain access 
for fishing. 

Pond Poachers 

If wild animals or the neighborhood cats are poaching your fish or other pond life, try a movement-sensitive 
"scarecrow." These are available with light or water pulses, and when activated, they are highly effective in 
scaring away marauders. 

Animal emergencies are unfortunate but occasional occurrence in any pet owner's life. The same is true for 
aquarium and pond keepers. By being aware of the problems and using these tips on prevention, planning, 
and preparedness you can help to prevent these problems or stop them from becoming worse. 

Article by: Veterinary & Aquatic Services Department, Drs. Foster & Smith 

https://www.petcoach.co/article/pond-maintenance-how-to-deal-with-common-pond-emergencies/  

https://www.petcoach.co/article/pond-maintenance-how-to-deal-with-common-pond-emergencies/


Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely 
new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  
 

Do you have your 
embroidered GPPS 
shirt yet?  You can 
have your shirt 
embroidered with 
the society logo for 
$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. Contact 
Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for more 
information or to place an order.

2019 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 January 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chris & Diane Krum 
     Phoenix-19th Ave & Union Hills Drive 

February  
 February 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Claudia & Doug Bredow 
     Buckeye-Indian School Rd & Verrado Way 
 February 8th-10th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Victoria Helton                           
Tolleson-107th Ave & Broadway Road  
 

April 
 April 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Drive 

April 26th-28th: Home & Garden Show 
 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 11th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 8th: Meeting - 6pm 

Host: Lynnette Zang 
     Phoenix-7th Ave & McDowell Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jagdish & Dipti Patel 
Phoenix-43rd Ave & Happy Valley Rd 

November 
 November 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 14th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Fantastic 
Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 
Starting Balance   $3612.88 

Income  
    Dues     $30.00 
Expenses 
    Year End Baubles                $74.32 
    June Potluck Supplies       $55.13 
    Liability Insurance             $337.00  
Ending Balance             $3176.43 



 
 

***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Koi Food?  
Diane & Chris are authorized distributors for Blue Ridge Platinum Pro 
Koi and Goldfish food.  The 4.5lb plastic jug is priced at $30 each.  They 
have 30 koi and go through around one a month during the warm 

months.  Blue Ridge Platinum Pro is a professional, fish meal-based diet 
formulated for discerning koi keepers that want the very best for their fish. This is a higher 
protein formula that will provide your koi with exceptional growth, nutrition and 
coloration. It contains everything needed to keep your fish in top show condition including top quality 
protein, carbohydrates and amino acids. It contains proven color enhancers Spirulina and Canthaxanthin for 
superior color enhancement. Also includes Primilac, a probiotic immune stimulant designed to protect koi 
from sickness and disease. For more information or to place an order, email desertkrums@yahoo.com  
 

Need Fill Dirt?  
Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  PLEASE come get some!  We’ll even help you load it!  Email 
tanyam6@cox.net for more info. 
 

Passport P-150 Portable Sound System for Sale 
This system belongs to the club & we would like to sell it 
since it hasn’t been used in recent memory. We would really 
love to replace our damaged tent.  If you or some you know 
might be interested, call Ron at 480-861-5320 for more info. 
 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of something? Or do you have a question, 
tip, trick, recommendation or idea to share?   Send your submission to newsltr@phoenixponds.com  

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Fern Shaw vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Group Effort events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Tammy Purtell librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Back Page Editorial    

Couple things this month… 

1.  DO WATER CHANGES!  This time of year, we all experience a lot of water evaporation.  A major 
issue (along with an astronomically high water bill) is the concentration of dissolved solids in our 
water.  For example, your Phoenix tap water contains approximately 250 ppm (parts per million) 
of various minerals.  Water evaporates but the minerals do not…The more evaporation, the 
more concentrated the minerals.  This can become a serious imbalance and dangerous for your 
fish.  So, pull some of that stale water out and give your fish some nice fresh water (add 
dechlor!).  NOTE: In order to avoid dramatic temperature shifts and shocking your fish, do 
smaller water changes more often instead of large water changes.  You can also do water 
changes early in the morning before the pond really heats up for the day. 

2.  You may have noticed a line item in the treasurer’s report for Year End Baubles.  In past years, 
I have made a special memento for each family attending the year end party, this year is no 
different!  Since the items are quite labor intensive, I’m getting an early start.  
Not to mention, Ian is likely to check into a hotel if I wait till December to 
start them!  I’m really excited to show you but no one sees them until the 
party.  Be sure to save the date for the party, December 14th so you can 
be the proud owner of one of the 2019 GPPS Baubles!  

Tanya Brown – GPPS Editor 
 
 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they 

must use the URL below.  That URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for 

a password.  You can make it a bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you 

highlight and copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window 

NOTE:  there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type 

the underscore will result in an error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th 

of each month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the 

property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will 

be printed. Submissions can be emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

