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The Next Meeting: January 12th at 9:00am. 

 The January meeting will be held at the home of Chris & Diane Krum. 
 

➢ Telephone:  623-332-4289 

➢ Address:  18635 N 22nd Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85027 
 

 Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

              Do you follow  

            GPPS on       

             Facebook? 

Like us for updates, 

meeting reminders &   

other fun stuff!!   

Greater Phoenix Pond 

Society 

Annual Dues are Due 

Annual dues for 2019 are now due.  If you 

have not already paid for 2019, you can bring 

your $25 check or cash to the next meeting 

or you can mail them to our Treasurer at  

Annie Foster 

3543 E. Rosemonte Drive 

Phoenix, AZ 85050 

https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Phoenix-Pond-Society-207485659293368/
https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Phoenix-Pond-Society-207485659293368/
https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Phoenix-Pond-Society-207485659293368/


Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders, 

Hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas! Penny 
and I have enjoyed spending time with our family, 
friends and eating LOTS of food!  I guess it’s time for 
that yearly New Year’s resolution. 

Thank you Richard and Pet for hosting our yearly 
Christmas party, like every year we looked forward 
to seeing your amazing back yard; it’s like walking 
into a tropical paradise.  Hope everyone got plenty 
to eat and had fun with the gift exchange, we saw 
the return of Nemo and I’m sure, it won’t be the last time we see of him.  

I would like to welcome all our new 
members and hope to see you at 
future meetings. I’ve also enjoyed 
meeting and talking with some of 
our original members that we 
haven’t seen in a while. Our GPPS 
family has grown and I’m looking 
forward to the upcoming year of 
learning, trading and having fun! 

We have all the meetings 
scheduled for 2019. Thank you, to 
everyone who signed up to be a 
host and for sharing your ponds 
with us. 

Our next meeting will be at the 
home of Chris and Diane Krum. 
They have turned their pool into a 
large pond with 3 bogs.  Hope to 
see you there. 

Happy New Year! 

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 

 

 



December Meeting-Year End Party at the Smith’s House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Editor 
One of the great qualities of living in the Phoenix area is that our winter looks a lot like other 
people’s fall.  So here are some tips to care for our ponds during this time of year…. 

Caring for Aquatic Plants in the Fall 
Depending on where you live, the seasonal change from 
summer to fall is apparent by the beautiful, multi-colored 
leaves and the dip toward cooler temperatures. How will 
that chill you feel in the air affect the aquatic plants in 
your pond paradise? 

Hardy Marginals 

Dropping temperatures signal your hardy aquatic plants 
to prepare for their winter dormancy. At this time, you 
should stop fertilizing them as you see leaves begin to 
yellow and brown. It’s okay to leave these plants where 
they are in your pond to weather the cold of winter, just 
be sure to trim the dying foliage of your marginal plants 
down to 2” above the water level. 

Tropical Marginals 

In warm climates, tropical marginals will keep growing and will require fertilizer as usual. Water 
gardeners who live in Zones colder than 8 or 9 will need to treat these plants as they would any 
garden annual by replacing them each season. A fun alternative to this is to treat them as tropical 
houseplants and bring them in for the winter. Most tropical marginals will do well potted in 
heavy garden soil in a sealed clay pot with no drainage holes. When kept wet, the plants do well 
in a sunny window or sunroom. 

Waterlilies 

Waterlilies will also begin to show their dislike for the cold with yellowing leaves and fewer 
flowers. When this happens, the leaf and flower stems of hardy water lilies should be cut back 
to about 2 to 3” above the base of the plant.  In warm climates, tropical waterlilies are happy in 
the pond year round, as long as the water temperature stays above 60°F. In areas where freezing 
is likely, plants should be overwintered indoors. This can be a difficult task; therefore many 
gardeners choose to simply buy a new plant each season. 

Lotus Aquatic Plants 

As with the marginals in your pond, the foliage of your lotus plants will need to be trimmed back 
after they have died back and turned brown. It’s important not to cut the leaves while they are 
still green because the freshly cut, hollow stems are susceptible to disease which can spread to 
the plant’s tuber, possibly killing the plant. Lotus tubers will not withstand freezing, so any 
plants that are growing in the shallow areas of your pond should be moved to the bottom, away 
from freezing water.  

Caring for your aquatic plants in the fall will mean less work and healthier plants come spring. 

Source: https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/plants/caring-for-aquatic-plants-in-the-fall  

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/plants/caring-for-aquatic-plants-in-the-fall
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/products/plant-care


Fall & Winter Feeding Tips 
How you feed your fish in the fall and 
winter can have a large impact on their 
health through the winter to the spring. 
Spring is a time when fish are less hardy 
from winter and the fluctuating 
temperatures add to their stress level, 
making them vulnerable to disease. 

To feed or not to feed? Floating food such as flakes or freeze dried foods should be soaked first 
before feeding. For all types of fish this can be a great way to add vitamins to their diet. Vitamins 
B and C, and spirulina are great supplements as well as a small amount of wheat germ oil. Fish 
oils can be a great source of energy for your fish. 

Goldfish do not eat as much food as koi, but would benefit from a variety in their diet also. Fancy 
goldfish, though, can have problems sucking in too much air when taking food from the surface, 
causing swim bladder problems. For this reason, it is wise to feed them food that slowly sinks. 

As the cooler temperatures arrive, you'll want to start getting your fish ready for the winter 
ahead. The only way you can possibly feed your fish correctly as the weather cools is to know 
the temperature of the water. If you do not have a thermometer, this is the time to get one. 

Once the water temperature lowers to 
60°F, your fishes' staple food should be 
mixed with a wheat germ base that is 
lower in protein. When the water 
temperatures reach 50°F the staple food 
should be switched to wheat germ based 
foods exclusively. Proteins are much 
harder to digest than other nutrients. The 
wheat germ diet can continue to be fed all 
winter if the water temperature doesn't 
get below 40°F. 

Important: Do not feed if there is any 
chance of the temperatures dropping 

below 40°F within a few days. Fish are not capable of proper digestion in cold water and the 
food can decay in their system, sending bacteria into the bloodstream and killing the fish. 

At 55°F the fish's metabolism starts to slow, reducing its intake requirements. Once the water 
temperatures go below 40°F, it's time to stop feeding until spring. 

Hikari Wheat Germ Food Anytime you are feeding when it's below 60°F, keep in mind the 
bacteria in your filter are also slowing their activity. They no longer reproduce, and they will die 
off or go dormant when extreme water temperatures are experienced. It's a good idea to test 
the water regularly to make sure ammonia and nitrite aren't showing up. 

Source: https://www.drsfostersmith.com/pic/article.cfm?articleid=156  

Tanya Brown-GPPS Editor 

https://www.drsfostersmith.com/pic/article.cfm?articleid=156


Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely 
new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting 
 

 

2019 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Chris & Diane Krum 

February  
 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Claudia & Doug Bredow 
 8th-10th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Victoria Helton 

April 
 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Tammy & Eric Purtell 
26th-28th: Home Show 

May           
 NO MEETING 
11th GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 8th: Meeting - 6pm 

Hosts: Lynnette Zang 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 

October 
 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Dennis & Sue Beard 

November 
 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
BOD Election 

December 
 14th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith 
Holiday Potluck 

     White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Fantastic Food & Fun 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Fern Shaw vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Group Effort events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Tammy Purtell librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Water Lettuce?  
Jeanette has plenty to share, just email her at 
classyjas@cox.net for more information!  
Located near Cave Creek Rd & Union Hills Dr.  

 

Need Bog Plants?  
Tanya has lots of Pennywort, Creeping Jenny, Yerba Mansa and 
yellow Cana, just email tanyam6@cox.net if you need some, I can 
bring it to the next meeting or arrange to meet you.  
 

Need an AWESOME mug to show off your love of something?  
May with White Cap Creations (find her on Facebook) made this 
beautiful mug for the white elephant gift exchange.  She can design 
and create custom epoxy tumblers/drinkware on quality stainless 
steel.  Available in stemless wine glasses, 20 oz tumbler, 30 oz 
tumbler, or 17 oz water bottle. $35.00 
Contact her on Facebook or email her directly at  
WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com  
 

        
 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of something? Or do you have a question, 
tip, trick, recommendation or idea to share?   Send your submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

  

mailto:classyjas@cox.net
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:WhiteCapCreationsbyMay@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
https://www.facebook.com/WhiteCapCreationsbyMay/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  That 

URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can make it a 

bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight and copy the below 

URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore 

(_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type the underscore will result in an 

error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each 

month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due 

to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be 

emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance  $3184.32 
 

Income 
    Dues    $75.00     
 

Expenses 
    Party Supplies/Food $91.13      
    Ornament Supplies $38.07     
    

Ending Balance  $3130.12 Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt 

yet?  You can have your shirt embroidered 

with the society logo for $10 or $20 

including a polo shirt. Contact Tanya at 

tanyam6@cox.net for more information 

or to place an order. 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

