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GPPS Year End Party & Pot Luck 

As the year comes to a close, we gather to celebrate friendships, eat 
some great food and have some fun.  Richard and Pet Smith are gracious 
enough to host this meeting/party in their amazing yard.  Please note, 
the party is on December 14th and will start at 11:00am!!  If you get there 

early, you will be mobbed by a herd of tiny dogs! 

GPPS will supply the fried chicken, ham and soft drinks. 
Please bring a side dish or desert to share. We’ll also 
be having a gift exchange for anyone interested in 
participating. The gift should only be $5-$10 dollars, or 

this is the perfect time to regift an item that you 
have around the ho use.  The exchange is a lot of 

fun and full of laughs! 

We will be giving away festive baubles 
again this year! Please be sure to RSVP 
to tanyam6@cox.net if your family 
would like one!  

The Next Meeting: December 14th at 11:00am 

 The December meeting will be held at the home of Richard & Pet Smith.  
 

➢ Telephone:  480-821-9412 

➢ Address:  3096 W. Ironwood Circle, Chandler, AZ 85226 
 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net


Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders,  

I hope everyone had a wonder-FULL Thanksgiving 
with family and friends! 

Our November meeting was held at Chuck & Joy 
Basso’s home. I always look forward to seeing what 
Chuck has been up to. Their home is so fun! You can 
just see the love he puts into building things for their 
grandchildren and family to enjoy, from the 
PapaNanis western playhouse, that’s not only for the 
grandchildren, but also holds the pond pump system 
under its floor, to the western BBQ area that includes an outdoor pizza oven.  

Elections were also held at the November meeting. Thank you to our current board 
members for all your hard work, time and effort in making 2019 an outstanding year! 

I would also like to welcome and thank our re-elected and newly elected board 
members for 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here's to an exciting new year of learning, trading and having 
FUN with our fellow GPPS ponders!  

We’re looking forward to seeing everyone at the holiday party! 
 

Happy Holidays! 

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 

2019 GPPS Board Members 

President- Ron Christensen 

Vice President-Fern Shaw 

Secretary-Sue Beard 

Treasurer- Annie Foster 

Newsletter Editor-Tanya Brown 

Librarian-Tammy Purtell 

Web Master- Dennis Beard 

 

2020 GPPS Board Members 

President-Ron Christensen 

Vice President- Tammy Purtell 

Secretary- Shelly Lambert 

Treasurer-Annie Foster 

Newsletter Editor- Tanya Brown 

Librarian- Jeff Karsten 

Webmaster- Jeanette Summers 
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Southern Arizona Koi Show 

The Southern Arizona Koi Association held their 40th annual koi show and 
auction in Tucson on November 9-10, 2019.  This is one of the longest 
running koi shows in the US. 

Alan and Ben Hanna competed for the 3rd year in a row and came back 
with a nice stack of really awesome awards.  Including the Runner-Up 
Champion with their Kohaku (pictured below-for scale, the bottom of the bowl is 30’!)  There 
were 148 fish across all categories so the competition was tough!  Winning so many awards 
certainly validates all the work Alan and Ben do to nurture their koi.  This includes feeding 
multiple times a day and doing regular physical inspections of the fish.  The inspections also 
help reduce the stress fish have when there is a net in the pond.  Between cleaning and 
inspections, the fish are accustomed to seeing nets and being handled.   

When asked what sets this show apart from other koi shows they have attended…The 
people are very friendly and welcome newcomers.  Fellow Phoenicians Alex M and Gene C & 
his wife also did quite well at the show.  Alan is working on convincing them to join GPPS 
now, we always like meeting new ponders!  They we happy to report that there aren’t a lot 

of “overly koi people” so it’s a great show for novice 
participants.  Another benefit to the show is the judge 
who goes to every winner’s tank to discuss what he 
looks for, why a fish placed and what koi keepers can 
do to improve for future events.  These insights can 
really give participants an advantage.  If you’re 
interested in participating in a koi show, Alan and Ben 
recommend starting in Tucson. 

We’re quite proud of Alan and Ben for their hard work 
and the results!  Next year….CHAMPION!  

Tanya Brown – GPPS Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Interview with an Artist of Light 

There is so much more to people than meets the eye…TJ Marco is a perfect example of someone 

who may appear quite but get to know him and you are amazed by his many talents.  First off, he 

somehow convinced Eric Triplett to speak at our October meeting then when Eric came back to the 

Valley to work on TJ’s pond, we had the opportunity to watch them work.  Considering that The 

Pond Digger team doesn’t usually work outside of California, it felt a bit like lightening striking twice!  

Then I discovered how much more there is to TJ after listening to Eric’s podcast, The Art of 

Underwater Lighting with Special Guest TJ Marco (episode #33-link at the end of this article)!  I 

would recommend taking the time to listen to all of the episodes but this one in particular!  In case 

you’re wondering how TJ came to know Eric, he started out watching Eric’s YouTube videos, then 

went to a workshop, then he went out to a few of their builds.  TJ’s creativity and vision made him 

stand out and the rest is history!  

The Build Process 

Admittedly, I am a HUGE fan of The Pond Digger so this 

article might sound a little biased.  To each their own but I 

appreciate anyone who is willing to openly share their 

experience and knowledge.  Watching The Pond Digger 

team work was really impressive.  You have one guy 

bringing huge boulders over with a forklift, another guy 

strapping the boulder in the staging area, a guy running the 

crane (TJ), and a couple guys in the hole setting them in just 

the right place!  They have several different hand signals 

and call outs to let the others know what they need.  Safety 

is a huge concern, so everyone is paying close attention and 

wearing a hardhat. By the time one boulder is swung into 

place, the next one is ready to be picked up in the staging 

area.  The fluidity of the team was almost magical!  They 

truly have a gift for knowing which boulder goes where and 



how it should be placed to make it the most visually 

appealing.  My favorite boulder might be the chair 

rock, a perfect place to relax and take in the view!  

The eco-system pond will hold approximately 

20,000 gallons, measures 35’ by 40’ and is about 3½’ 

deep.  It will have two Helix skimmers and falls, 

three bogs, a suction grid that feeds into a bead 

filter and more lights than you can image!  Lights will 

be placed behind boulders, in the bottom of the 

pond and maybe even a few in the 

trees!  There will also be an air ring 

circling the entire bottom of the pond 

that will ensure the water is constantly moving.  The pond will be home to a variety of very fortunate 

koi and maybe some frogs (and Lucky the cat of course).  Believe it or not, this is only TJ’s second 

pond!  The first is a preformed pond where he keeps goldfish.  Talk about jumping in feet first!  

You know how there are those subjects that 

people will passionately argue for or against?  

Like “Bottom Drain vs. Skimmer & Falls” or 

“Mixing koi and goldfish in the same pond” or 

“Rocks on the bottom or not”?  Using a 

suction grid is apparently another one of 

those subjects!  I’ve been doing some 

research myself and will share my findings in 

an upcoming newsletter.  Stay tuned… 

I was especially intrigued by the team’s use of bags of concrete in the pond…like entire, unopened 

bags!  They place the bags on the liner and the boulders on top right on top of them.  This gives 

them a way to slip the strap out, spreads out the weight of the boulders evenly, protects the liner 

and when the pond is filled with water, the concrete hardens to give the boulders a perfectly molded 

base.  This also allows them to stack multiple, very large boulders without worrying about the 



pressure on the liner.  Wondering if it looks weird when the pond is 

filled?  Nope!  The bottom of the pond has a layer of rocks or gravel 

that completely cover the bags!  What about the paper bag?  

Eventually the bag will break up but being under the gravel, who 

knows how long that would take. They told me they did work on a 

two-year old pond recently where the bags were still intact. 

You might be wondering if you’ll have a chance to see his pond 

soon, the answer…maybe!  The Pond Digger team helped place the 

large boulders, TJ is doing the rest!  He’s working hard on finishing 

the pond though all the fall rain hasn’t helped, if it’s ready, he will 

consider being on the 2020 GPPS Pond Tour!   

Phoenix Arts By Fire 

Some basic info…TJ moved to Phoenix from Chicago in 1972, bought his property in Cave Creek in 

1978 and built his home HIMSELF!  He opened The Signery Inc in 1982, taught scuba diving for 20 

years and also owns Phoenix Arts By Fire!  Talk about NO downtime!!  The sign business got him 

started down a DEEP rabbit hole that included creating neon signs then transitioning into LED 

lighting, he also practices glass blowing and does extensive 

metal arts with a CNC plasma cutter.  One of my favorites is the 

huge koi bell that accents his pond.  You would see a similar bell 

at The Pond Digger Ranch!  All of this work incorporates light to 

give the pieces new dimension when the sun goes down.  He is 

passionate about how light can change everything in our 

environment.  Ever notice how a pond looks completely 

different at night depending on the light?  If you haven’t, 

listening to TJ talk about it could easily convince you!  TJ’s pond 

will be a masterpiece of light for sure!  His plan to incorporate 

his own metal artwork and beautiful sculptures into his pond will 

no doubt make it a very special.  A center piece of the pond will 

be the life-sized sculpture of “Expansion” by Paige Bradley on 

the edge of the pond and 

a large Buddha face inside the pond.  It will be stunning…The 

pond has been years in the making including the planning, 

collecting of materials and perfecting the vision.  

I would personally like to thank TJ for allowing me to 

interview him, take pictures and for sharing his vision. Truly 

inspiring! Can’t wait to see how the pond and the yard takes 

shape…no doubt it will be your greatest masterpiece yet! 

https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/podcastbuddy/the-pond-digger-podcast/e/64195177  

Tanya Brown - GPPS Editor 

https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/podcastbuddy/the-pond-digger-podcast/e/64195177


 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely 
new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 January 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chris & Diane Krum 
     Phoenix-19th Ave & Union Hills Drive 

February  
 February 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Claudia & Doug Bredow 
     Buckeye-Indian School Rd & Verrado Way 
 February 8th-10th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Victoria Helton                           
Tolleson-107th Ave & Broadway Road  
 

April 
 April 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Drive 
April 26th-28th: Home & Garden Show 

 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 11th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 8th: Meeting - 6pm 

Host: Lynnette Zang 
     Phoenix-7th Ave & McDowell Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jagdish & Dipti Patel 
Phoenix-43rd Ave & Happy Valley Rd 

November 
 November 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 14th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Food & Fun 



 

 
 

***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Koi Food?  
Diane & Chris are authorized distributors for Blue Ridge Platinum Pro Koi 
and Goldfish food.  The 4.5lb plastic jug is priced at $30 each.  They have 
30 koi and go through around one a month during the warm months.  

Blue Ridge Platinum Pro is a professional, fish meal-based diet formulated 
for discerning koi keepers that want the very best for their fish. This is a higher protein 
formula that will provide your koi with exceptional growth, nutrition and coloration. It 
contains everything needed to keep your fish in top show condition including top quality 
protein, carbohydrates and amino acids. It contains proven color enhancers Spirulina and Canthaxanthin for 
superior color enhancement. Also includes Primilac, a probiotic immune stimulant designed to protect koi 
from sickness and disease. For more information or to place an order, email desertkrums@yahoo.com  
 

Need Fill Dirt?  
Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  PLEASE come get some!  We’ll even help you load it!  Email 
tanyam6@cox.net for more info. 
 

Have an item or service to advertise? In search of something?  
Have a question, tip, or recommendation?  
Send your submission to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 
 
 
 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Fern Shaw vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Group Effort events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Tammy Purtell librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance          $3266.57 
Income 
  None            
Expenses 
  Chinese Festival Booth     $50.00    
Ending Balance  $3216.57 

 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS 

shirt yet?  You can have your shirt 

embroidered with the society logo for 

$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. 

Contact Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for 

more information or to place an order. 

mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


 

WEB 101:   
If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  That URL is not a link 
from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can make it a bookmarked or favorite in your 
browser.   I suggest that you highlight and copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's 
address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type 
the underscore will result in an error message.  http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send information 
like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

The Back Page Editorial  
Please RSVP to tanyam6@cox.net if you’re planning on attending the year end party and would 
like a 2019 bauble.  That’s all for now…I’m off to make more of these things, can’t wait for you all 
to see them!  See you soon!! 
Tanya Brown – GPPS Editor 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each month. 

All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and 

timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm
mailto:webmaster@phoenixponds.com*
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net

