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The Next Meeting: September 14th at 9:00am. 

 The September meeting will be held at the home of Alan & Molly Hanna.  
 

➢ Telephone:  602-326-7020 

➢ Address:  5331 West Willow Ave, Glendale, AZ 85304 
 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

Got Questions?    

The speaker for our September meeting will be ERIC TRIPLETT of The Pond Digger!!!! 

We’re still working on a topic for his presentation, do you have questions?  Send them 
over so we can give him an idea of what to cover.   

Eric’s podcasts along with his How To and Ponds Gone Wrong videos on YouTube have 
helped many people make beautiful water gardens.  The 23-part series How to Build a Fish 
Pond was not only the guidance I used for my pond but it was also made me want a goat!   

There’s a wealth of information on his website www.theponddigger.com and his 
YouTube channel www.youtube.com/ThePondDigger.  Check it out! 

Big thanks to TJ for putting this together!   

http://www.theponddigger.com/
http://www.youtube.com/ThePondDigger


Letter from the President 

Warm greetings my fellow ponders, hope everyone 
is finding ways to stay cool in this HOT Arizona 
weather...can’t even say it’s a DRY heat!  I think it’s 
time to head up to the cool pines of Prescott Valley 
to visit our family.  

Unfortunately, Penny and I have had a very sad start 
to our summer, our son-in-law passed away 
unexpectedly June 23rd, so we have been very busy 
traveling back and forth to northern CA to help my 
daughter and grandchildren, but hopefully they will 
be moving back to Arizona with us. 

I can’t tell you how EXCITED we are to have Eric Triplett of The Pond Digger speaking 
at our next meeting.  I have been watching his podcasts on how to build ponds for 
some time.  If you haven’t seen them, I would encourage you to check out his website 
or YouTube channel. Thanks again TJ for reaching out to Eric and putting this together 
for GPPS.  Don’t forget to send Tanya any questions you might have for Eric.  

There are still some pond tour signs and supplies out there that need to be returned.  
If you’re not going to be able to bring them to the next meeting, you can email me and 
we’ll work something out to get them back into storage.  

Leo DeLangis is near completion of his new pond and would like to host a meeting in 
the future and most likely be on the 2020 pond tour.  I know he has been planning and 
working on his pond for some time 
and can’t wait to see it.  

If anyone else is interested in hosting 
a meeting in 2020 we’ll be passing 
around a sign-up sheet starting in 
October, so if there’s a month you’re 
interested in don’t forget to sign up.  

Hope to see you all at our next meet 
September 14th at the home of Alan 
& Molly Hanna. 

Stay cool and happy ponding,  

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 



4 OFFENSIVE HABITS OF THE BEST POND OWNERS  
From Eric Triplett – The Pond Digger 

You’ve heard the phrase, “a good offense is the best defense.” I’m pretty sure that phrase was 
never truer than it is in your pond. If you are looking to win the game, with a good system of 
routine equipment maintenance, beneficial bacteria, and aeration, your pond can stay in prime 
condition all season. 

THE COIN TOSS, START OUT WITH THE ADVANTAGE 

Filtration, filtration, filtration. Much like the location of a house, filtration is EVERYTHING. Don’t 
skimp here, spending a little more now, will save you tons in upkeep later. Buy a good quality 
filter, that is easy to maintain (because let’s face it, if it isn’t easy, it isn’t as likely to happen, 
especially as time passes) and comes with a support team only a phone call away to help you 
with any problems that put you on defense. 

HAVE YOUR GAME PLAN READY 

Be sure you are filtering to the capacity you expect your pond to handle, or you have the ability 
to easily add filtration as your fish population grows. What does that mean, you ask? Here is the 
fine print on filter sizing. Say you have a 1000 gallon pond. If you purchase a filter that says it is 
designed for up to 1000 gallons, what they really mean, is that the filter is designed to sustain 
the fish load that a 1000 gallon pond should house. 

This is where most pond fumbles happen. In the pond world, there isn’t a hard and fast rule book 
to follow that states what your exact fish load should be, but there is a rule of thumb. Since it is 
only a rule of thumb, most people prefer to consider it merely a suggestion, and not law, kind of 
how freeway speed limits are viewed. 

The rule of thumb in ponds is this, each adult female koi should have 500 gallons of water, and 
each adult male koi should have 250 gallons of water. Females need more because they get 
much bulkier than the males, and produce a higher waste load. (Cue bad jokes. I’ll wait, go 
ahead) This means, a 1000 gallon filter is actually only designed to filter the water for 2-4 fish, 
because in a 1000 gallon pond, you should have only 4 males, OR only 1 female, and 2 males, OR 
only 2 females. That said, take a peek at any pond you see, and I’m sure you’ll agree, most people 
have too many players on the field.  

So plan ahead, if you have a 1000 gallon pond, but know that you will definitely get more than 4 
fish in there, get filtration for a much larger pond. I know how people are, so when I have a client 
that is setting up a 1000 pond, I always suggest that they shoot for filtration for a 6000 gallon 
pond, to help filter the number of fish that I know they will end up with. 

The Pond Digger installation team 
uses Helix Life Support Filtration 
equipment, because we love the ease 
of maintenance, the ability to add on 
more equipment when the time 
comes, and the great support from 
the staff when a problem arises. 

 

https://theponddigger.com/product-category/filters-and-pond-filtration/helix-bio-mechanical-waterfall-filter/
https://theponddigger.com/product-category/filters-and-pond-filtration/helix-bio-mechanical-waterfall-filter/


PREPARE YOUR OFFENSIVE LINE 
Maintenance is often very overlooked. If I get a phone call from a client that has water quality 
issues, my first question is, how often are you cleaning your filter, and performing water 
changes? If they hesitate to answer, I already know they aren’t doing it like they should. We 
suggest cleaning your filter weekly, which will also perform a small water change. 

Cleaning the filter removes any debris the filter has gathered, allowing it to collect more, while 
the water change revitalizes the elements in the pond that are in tap water that the fish and 
pond both need. Don’t forget to dechlorinate! 

FIRST DOWN, AND GAINING GROUND 
Weekly additives of beneficial bacteria. This is easy to ov erlook, easy to forget, easy to skip, and 
so incredibly helpful that if you knew what it actually did, you would NEVER forget. 

The beneficial bacteria helps to break down the excess nutrients and waste that can cause 
undesirable algae in your pond. It helps break down low levels of ammonia, and nitrites which 
can be damaging to your fish’s gills, internal organs, slime coat, and overall health. It also helps 
break down debris that settles on the bottom of the pond. 

SETUP FOR A TOUCHDOWN 
If you’ve done the first three offensive moves, adding aeration is the Hail Mary that your pond 
has been waiting for. Adding bubbles seems merely decorative, but is actually an amazingly hard-
working addition to your pond. 

The bubbles, when the diffuser is positioned correctly, climb to the surface of the pond, creating 
a circulation circle. This circulation circle brings freshly aerated water to the bottom of the pond, 
where it can work to break down fish poop, excess food, and other debris. 

At the surface, when the 
bubbles break apart, they 
allow oxygen to enter the 
pond. Your fish use oxygen 
for proper organ function, 
and of course to breath, 
keeping your fish happy 
and healthy. 

The plants use oxygen at 
their roots to help break 
down organics for 
consumption, which helps 
the plants grow, and helps 
produce more blooms, and who doesn’t want a ton of beautiful blooms in their pond? 

TOUCHDOWN 

Now you have the playbook to reach the goal for your pond, get clean, clear, water to keep your 
fish healthy and increase their longevity. Easier maintenance for you, means you’ll spend more 
time relaxing, and less time working on your pond. It’s a win/win! 

If you would like to see Eric’s go to Design Guide for Ponds, you can download a copy here.  

http://theponddigger.com/helixponddesignguide2017.pdf


Planning Your Pond Renovation 
Now that spring is officially here, it’s time to start thinking about what you might want to do to 
change and improve your pond. And if you’re still dreaming of your first pond or water feature, 
it’s a great time to begin 
planning! 

Many people view ponds 
simply as an addition to your 
house – when you build it 
you are done. While that is 
true that a pond is indeed 
another room to your 
house, you’re never really 
done with this addition! In 
reality, it’s actually more like 
a living thing that is always 
evolving, so don’t be afraid 
to add on and change it as 
often as you want! Whether 
you simply move a couple 
rocks, forcing the water to fall in a completely different direction, or maybe you’ll go all out and 
add a 50-foot stream, a bog filter, or a Pondless Waterfall in another part of your yard, the 
possibilities for growing your water feature are almost infinite.   

Right now – when your thoughts, ideas, and mental plans for your dream garden and pond are 
still fresh in your mind – is the time to get them on paper. Dreaming is always the first step to 
planning. In your mind, what would be the perfect backyard paradise?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Here are some questions to ask yourself as you search for your perfect pond makeover. 

• What do you enjoy most about water gardening – the plants, fish, frogs, turtles, birds, or 
terrestrial landscaping? Build your dream pond with that as your emphasis. 

• What places have you visited that look and feel “perfect” to you? A stream in the mountains?  
A spring in the woods?  Recreate aspects of these places on a smaller scale. 

• Where do you spend most of your time when you’re at home?  Will you spend more time 
outside or inside?  Plan with that in mind. 

• What would make your yard a “paradise?” 

• Would you like to be able to swim with your fish in a natural swimming pond? 

• What do you like (or dislike) about your existing pond? 

• Do you like the tropics? Find some rare plants and bring them into your own backyard. 

Hopefully you’re well on your way 
to dreaming about creating or 
enhancing your own personal 
paradise.  As you gaze out upon the 
wintry landscape, imagine what it 
can look like in the spring and go 
from there!  The possibilities are 
limitless and you can always grow 
and expand with each addition you 
make.     

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-
gardening/construction/planning-your-pond-
renovation  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/construction/planning-your-pond-renovation
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/construction/planning-your-pond-renovation
https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/construction/planning-your-pond-renovation


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What’s the Difference Between a Lake and a Pond? 
Most would say it’s size, a lake is bigger, a pond is smaller. That’s actually wrong. From government websites 
to Wikipedia, the information is wrong. The difference is actually a result of the the depth. 

Ponds, according to limnology (the study of water bodies) are shallow enough where plants could 
conceivably grow across the entire surface. This area, where plants could grow is known as the “photic 
zone,” meaning where the sun’s rays can reach the bottom.  

A lake, by contrast, has an “aphotic zone,” meaning 
there is an area deep enough that sunlight can’t reach 
the bottom. 

As a result, there are some very small bodies of water, 
less than an acre that are deep enough to be called lakes. 
Conversely, there are some very large, but shallow water 
bodies, particularly in the south that are technically 
ponds, (though they’re called lakes) because their 
“photic zone” expands the entire length and width. 

So, at least with lakes and ponds, size doesn’t really 
matter.  

Now, what if a lake became infested with zebra mussels, which cleared the water to the point where lake 
weeds could grow in depths where they couldn’t before? The jury’s out, but I’d say if it was once a lake, it 
should continue to be an “honorary” lake. 

Thanks to Julie for sharing this picture of her beautiful 

Scarlett Water Hibiscus. These unique plants only 

bloom for a short time, a great reminder to stop to 

enjoy our ponds and all these amazing little miracles. 

It’s officially the                  

dog-days of summer…                         

Stay cool any way you can! 



Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely 
new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  
 

Do you have your 
embroidered GPPS 
shirt yet?  You can 
have your shirt 
embroidered with 
the society logo for 
$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. Contact 
Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for more 
information or to place an order.

2019 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 January 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chris & Diane Krum 
     Phoenix-19th Ave & Union Hills Drive 

February  
 February 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Claudia & Doug Bredow 
     Buckeye-Indian School Rd & Verrado Way 
 February 8th-10th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Victoria Helton                           
Tolleson-107th Ave & Broadway Road  
 

April 
 April 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Drive 

April 26th-28th: Home & Garden Show 
 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 11th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 8th: Meeting - 6pm 

Host: Lynnette Zang 
     Phoenix-7th Ave & McDowell Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jagdish & Dipti Patel 
Phoenix-43rd Ave & Happy Valley Rd 

November 
 November 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 14th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Fantastic 
Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 
Starting Balance   $3176.43 

Income  
    Dues     $55.00 
Ending Balance             $3231.43 



 
 

***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Koi Food?  
Diane & Chris are authorized distributors for Blue Ridge 
Platinum Pro Koi and Goldfish food.  The 4.5lb plastic jug is 
priced at $30 each.  They have 30 koi and go through around 

one a month during the warm months.  Blue Ridge Platinum 
Pro is a professional, fish meal-based diet formulated for discerning koi keepers 
that want the very best for their fish. This is a higher protein formula that will 
provide your koi with exceptional growth, nutrition and coloration. It contains 
everything needed to keep your fish in top show condition including top quality protein, 
carbohydrates and amino acids. It contains proven color enhancers Spirulina and Canthaxanthin for 
superior color enhancement. Also includes Primilac, a probiotic immune stimulant designed to 
protect koi from sickness and disease. For more information or to place an order, email 
desertkrums@yahoo.com  
 
 

Need Fill Dirt?  
Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  PLEASE come get some!  We’ll even help you load it!  Email 
tanyam6@cox.net for more info. 
 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of something? Or do you have a 
question, tip, trick, recommendation or idea to share?   Send your submission to 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com  

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Fern Shaw vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Group Effort events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Tammy Purtell librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


The Back Page Editorial    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  That URL is not a link 
from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can make it a bookmarked or favorite in your 
browser.   I suggest that you highlight and copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's 
address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type 
the underscore will result in an error message. http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send information like 
the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each month. 

All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and 

timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Found this creepy thing in my 
pond recently. Startled me at first 
then I realized it was an empty 
exoskeleton of a dragonfly.  It 
can take years for dragonflies to 
mature from an egg to an adult 
so I was excited to see that my 
pond and the ecosystem has 
matured.  What’s the strangest 
thing you’ve found in your pond?  

Tanya Brown – GPPS Editor 

 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

