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The Next Meeting: April 13th at 9:00am. 

 The April meeting will be held at the home Tammy & Eric Purtell. 
 

➢ Telephone:  480-320-8890 

➢ Address:  4824 E. Sleepy Ranch Road, Cave Creek, AZ 85331 
 

Please park on Ocupado Dr and enter thru the walkway next to the gate.    

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

WILL THIS BE YOUR   

LAST NEWSLETTER?? 
Where else can you get valuable advice on 
ponds, an educational newsletter, meet 
other great pond-loving people AND free 
plants and fish....all for only $25 a year???   
Nowhere....That's where!!  

Dues can be sent to our treasurer Annie 
Foster, 3543 E. Rosemonte Drive, Phoenix, 
AZ 85050.  Anyone that has not renewed 
will cease to receive the newsletter and all 
other member benefits.        Renew TODAY! 

 

Park along here 

Gate Entrance 



Letter from the President 
Greetings fellow ponders, 

Hope everyone is finally getting a chance to get out and 
enjoy our nice weather.  At our house we’ve been doing 
a lot of well needed work on our pond and yard. 

Our last meeting was at Victoria Helton’s urban farm, 
where she fed and shared with us her home grown food 
and plants. She not only grows a variety of edible plants, 
but also raises tilapia, chickens and quail. Thank you, 
Victoria for sharing with us your knowledge and love of 
urban gardening.  

Encanto Home Tour- We were invited to have a booth 
at this year’s Home Tour. We got to meet a lot of great people who have the same interest 
in gardening and ponds as we do and they were excited to find out about GPPS. Hopefully 
we can make this a yearly event to promote GPPS and our annual pond tour. 

The Home and Garden Show - The show has moved location and dates, this year it will be at 
West World May 3, 4 and 5th. Unfortunately, that’s the week before the pond tour, so I know 
a lot of you will be getting ready for the tour, so if possible (please) we need the members 
not on the tour to step up and work the booth even if it’s a couple hours. We will pass around 
the sign-up sheet at the next meeting.  

Also at the next meeting Fern will be handing out all the supplies and information to anyone 
on the tour, so it’s very important that you make this meeting.  Thank you again for being on 
the tour, so many people look forward to seeing this every year. 

The next meeting will be at the home of Tammy & Eric Purtell. Hope to see you there. 

Happy Ponding! 

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



March Meeting at Victoria’s Farm 
Victoria hosted a great meeting complete with an in-depth education about 
hydroponics and a breakfast frittata made from vegetables from her garden and eggs 
from her birds! She has a mind-boggling variety of plants available so if you’re in the 
market, check out her website at https://www.azwatergardenoasis.com/  
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GPPS Annual Pond Tour 
The tour is getting close but there is still time to show off your 
pond…especially if you are on the West side…WE NEED YOU! All 
pond tour participants should try to make the April meeting to 
pick up your signs and packets of information. If desired, 
participants can have a pre pond tour to visit some of the ponds 
on the tour the preceding Saturday usually skipping the ponds we 
recently saw or will be seeing soon. If you decide on a pre tour, we 
will finalize which ponds to see at the meeting and arrange a plan. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Home & Garden Show Volunteers! 
One of our best Pond Tour advertising opportunities is the Home and 

Garden Show shortly before the weekend of tour.  This year, the show will 

be May 3rd-5th at WestWorld in Scottsdale.  We will need volunteers to work 

in the booth during that weekend.  There will be a signup sheet at the next 

meeting or if you are unable to make it to the meeting, please reach out to 

Ron at480-861-5320 to volunteer.   



Encanto-Palmcroft Historic  

Home Tour & Street Fair! 
The Greater Phoenix Pond Society had a 
table at the Valley Garden Center as part 
of the Encanto-Palmcroft tour on March 
24th. The Valley Garden Center, located 
at 1809 North 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 
85007, is a delightful place for events and 
many of the Valley’s Garden Clubs host 
their meetings there.  It was a great day 
of meeting wonderful people that came 
out to see the beautiful homes on the 
tour.  Included in those beautiful homes 

were were the historic homes of 
our very own Jackie and Lynn!  
That morning Jackie found SIX 
tiny Red Eared Sliders in her yard, 
only about the sixe of a half 
dollar!  So exciting!  Lynn’s house 
is an artist’s paradise, urban 
garden all centered around a 
pool that has been turned into a 
swimming pond!  Can’t wait till 
the June meeting when she will 

host our evening meeting and barbeque.  I was so enthrawled by their homes and ponds, I totally 
forgot to take pictures. Oops!  Guess you’ll have to get out to the next meeting to see it! 

 

Benefits of Floating Aquatic Plants 
Floating aquatic plants can be a very effective way of 
adding filtration and surface coverage to a water garden. 
Since these are free-floating plants (having no roots 
anchored in soil), they draw 100 percent of their nutrients 
directly from the water, feeding on nutrients that would 
otherwise feed algae. 

Floating plants can be placed in the pond, but need to be 
situated out of the reach of the skimmer. Tucking floaters 
into the edges of the pond, or in and around lily pads, can 
help prevent the skimmer from drawing them in.  

 



Helping with the Green 

Examples of floating plants that are heavy feeders 
include water hyacinth and water lettuce.  These 
plants are great at helping a water gardener 
naturally discourage and starve algae, keeping the 
pond from turning green. The floaters also help by 
providing some shade, which in addition to helping 
to prevent algae growth, also benefit the fish in the 
pond. Depriving algae of necessary sunshine is the 
best cure for a green pond. 

Caring for floating plants is very simple. Keep them 
thinned back during the growing season and in 
northern climates, remove them from the pond in the fall to prepare for winter. For ponds with 
skimmers, it’s best to place floating plants in an area where they will not end up in the skimmer, 
blocking its opening. A good place to keep them is in the top of the biological filter, where all 
the nutrient-rich water will pass over their roots. It also helps to hide the opening to the filter. 

They Could Be Illegal 

While floating plants can be beneficial, some can become aggressive because of their ability to 
absorb nutrients so well.  It’s easy to remove extra unwanted plants in order to prevent an 
ecological takeover. Since there is no root system, it’s a matter of simply pulling out the 
unwanted plants and throwing them in the compost bin. Whatever you do, do not throw the 
extras into any natural body of water! They can easily take over and choke out native plant 
materials. 

Because of their aggressive nature, many floaters are illegal i n southern states. Before you use 
them in a water garden project, check with your local department of agriculture for your state’s 
noxious weed list.  

Frogbit-Limnobium spongia 

Fleshy, heart-shaped leaves growing in a 2-6” rosette. When crowded, the leaves will extend 
above the water surface, otherwise they lay flat on the water surface. Hardy in Zones 6-10. 

Water Hyacinth-Eichhornia crassipes 

The most popular floater with its succulent leaves and 
bright purple flowers – great at competing with algae for 
nutrients and light. It is illegal in many states due to its 
aggressive growth habit. Hardy in Zones 9-11. 

Water Lettuce-Pistia stratiotes 

Large, light green leaves growing in a rosette that 
resembles a head of lettuce. Does best in part shade, but 
can be slowly acclimated to full sun. It may sunburn in 
some parts of the country. Hardy in Zones 9-11. 

Source: https://www.aquascapeinc.com/water-gardening/plants/benefits-of-floating-aquatic-plants 



Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely 
new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting.  
 

Do you have your 
embroidered GPPS 
shirt yet?  You can 
have your shirt 
embroidered with 
the society logo 
for $10 or $20 including a polo shirt. 
Contact Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for 
more information or to place an order.

2019 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 January 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chris & Diane Krum 
     Phoenix-19th Ave & Union Hills Drive 

February  
 February 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts:  Claudia & Doug Bredow 
     Buckeye-Indian School Rd & Verrado Way 
 February 8th-10th: Chinese Cultural Festival 

March 
 March 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Victoria Helton                           
Tolleson-107th Ave & Broadway Road  
 

April 
 April 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tammy & Eric Purtell 
     Cave Creek-Cave Creek & Rancho Paloma Drive 

April 26th-28th: Home & Garden Show 
 

May           
 NO MEETING   
May 11th: GPPS Pond Tour 9am-4pm 

June 
 June 8th: Meeting - 6pm 

Host: Lynnette Zang 
     Phoenix-7th Ave & McDowell Road 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 September 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 
Glendale-51st Ave & Thunderbird Road 

October 
October 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Dennis & Sue Beard 
Buckeye-Verrado Way & Van Buren Road 

November 
 November 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
Queen Creek-Gary Road & Judd Road 

Board of Directors Election 

December 
 December 14th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith                                          
Chandler-State Route 101 & Warner Rd                  

     Potluck, White Elephant Gift Exchange, Fantastic 
Food & Fun 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance    $3763.55 

Income  
    Dues        $200.00 
 

Expenses 
    Pond tour flyer printing     $169.41    
    

Ending Balance     $3794.14 



 
 

Fish Facts 
Are you looking for something a little different for your pond?  We all love Koi 
and the variety of colors but we certainly don’t want to overlook one of the 
unique varieties of Goldfish.  Shubunkin! Shubunkins are similar to the common 
goldfish and comet goldfish in appearance. They were first bred in Japan, from 

mutations in telescope eye goldfish. They have streamlined bodies with well-developed and 
even fins. However, the Shubunkins are calico goldfish; 
they possess nacreous scales (an intermediate between 
metallic and transparent scales that are pearly in 
appearance). The overlapping patches of red, white, 
blue, grey and black (along with dark speckles) normally 
extend to the finnage of Shubunkins. Blue is the most 
prized color in Shubunkins. Calico originally denoted 
three colored varieties of goldfish that did not include 
blue. The best blues are produced from line breeding of 
good blue specimens of Shubunkins. Sometimes good 
blues may be obtained by breeding bronze (metallic) 
with "pink" (matte-scaled) goldfish, but a grey slate color may result instead. 
It may take several months for the nacreous coloration to develop on a young fry. Shubunkins 
are excellent pond fish because they reach a length of 9 to 18 inches at adulthood. A Shubunkin 
goldfish is considered an adult at 2 to 3 years of age, even though they live much longer. 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Fern Shaw vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Group Effort events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Tammy Purtell librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Koi Food?  
Diane & Chris are authorized distributors for Blue Ridge 
Platinum Pro Koi and Goldfish food.  The 4.5lb plastic jug 
is priced at $30 each.  They have 30 koi and go through 
around one a month during the warm months.  Blue Ridge 

Platinum Pro is a professional, fish meal-based diet 
formulated for discerning koi keepers that want the very best for their fish. This is 
a higher protein formula that will provide your koi with exceptional growth, 
nutrition and coloration. It contains everything needed to keep your fish in top 
show condition including top quality protein, carbohydrates and amino acids. It contains proven color 
enhancers Spirulina and Canthaxanthin for superior color enhancement. Also includes Primilac, a 
probiotic immune stimulant designed to protect koi from sickness and disease. For more information or 
to place an order, email desertkrums@yahoo.com  
 

Sulcata tortoise available for adoption!  
Alan is looking to rehome his desert tortoise. He is 34 year old 
and weighs about 80-90 pounds (the tortoise, not Alan). If 
you’re interested in adoption this amazing, modern-day 
dinosaur, contact Alan at 602-326-7020. 
 

Need Louisiana Iris? 
We have a LOT of well-grown Louisiana iris ready for planting. 
The colors are mixed pink, lavender and purple. They will need 
to be planted soon if blooms are going to happen this year. Iris 
are unfussy, I’ve grown them in baskets with sand and gravel. 
Free tutorials included! Contact Caryl at d.stough@cox.net for 
more information.  
 

Need Fill Dirt?  
Tanya & Ian have several tons of fill dirt!!  PLEASE come get 
some!  We’ll even help you load it!  Email tanyam6@cox.net for 
more info. 
 

Skimmer for Sale  
Don & Fern are looking to rehome their old skimmer for a mere $25!  If you’re 
interested, contact them at fdg1953@cox.net or dshaw50@cox.net.  
 

Passport P-150 Portable Sound System for Sale 
This system belongs to the club & we would like to sell it since it hasn’t been used in 
recent memory. We would really love to replace our damaged tent.  If you or some 
you know might be interested, call Ron at 480-861-5320 for more information. 

 
Have an item or service to advertise in 
the newsletter?  In search of something? 
Or do you have a question, tip, trick, 
recommendation or idea to share?   Send 
your submission to: 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:desertkrums@yahoo.com
mailto:d.stough@cox.net
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mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com


The Back Page Editorial    

So, you made it to the back page…that’s awesome.  You have no idea how happy 
it makes me that you’re reading this!  As long as you’re here, I wanted to let you 
in on a not so well-kept secret…YOU are the reason this group is so amazing!!! 
The members of this group have very diverse backgrounds yet our love of water 
gardening brings us together. That diversity is also part of what makes this group 
so valuable.  I am grateful to have made 
some close friends and learned 
immeasurable amounts of information 
about ponding through this group.  As a 
token of my gratitude, anyone that 
pings me to tell me that they saw this 
article will be entered in a drawing for a 
special mystery item. 

 
 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  

That URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can 

make it a bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight and 

copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window NOTE:  

there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type the 

underscore will result in an error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th 

of each month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the 

property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will 

be printed. Submissions can be emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
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