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Just love this picture from the Pond Digger! 

 

 

 

 

The Next Meeting: September 8th at 9:00am. 

 The September meeting will be held at the home of Alan & Molly Hanna. 
 

➢ Telephone:  602-326-7020 

➢ Address:  5331 West Willow Ave, Glendale, AZ 85304  
 

 Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 



Letter from the President 
Hello fellow GPPS members!  

Hopefully everyone is finding ways to stay cool!  We did a 
few days of camping in Payson and a trip to Prescott Valley 
to visit our family. We should only have approx. 6 more 
weeks of this HOT humid weather, but at least with the 
humidity our yard and plants are looking a whole lot better!   

Annie and Mike were kind enough to give us some of their 
lilies, so we are replanting and filling up the rescue tank. I 
can’t wait to see all of the colorful blooms in just a few 
weeks. 

We had an awesome turnout for Dinner with Sharks 
at Dillon’s. It was really good to see everyone and to catch 
up on what we’ve all been up too. This is one of the things that 
I really like about being a member of the Pond Society, you get to 
meet and hangout with good people who have and enjoy the same interests as you.  

The September meeting will be at the home of Alan and Molly. You’ll get to see their new 
larger pond that they built this year. Hope to see you there.  Happy Ponding!  

Ron Christensen - GPPS President 

 

5 Interesting Facts About Koi Fish 

1. Koi fish originate from Japan and represent love and friendship in 
Japanese culture. 

2. Most koi fish outlive their owners, having a lifespan of 200+ years. 

3. They come in a variety of colors including orange, yellow, white, red 
and black.  

4. Owners who received their koi fish as a gift are believed to have 
good luck. 

5. In Japan, koi fish are often passed down from generation to 
generation as a family heirloom. 

 

Quick Tip on Feeding Your Koi Fish 

These are just some of the lesser known facts about koi fish. Koi are marvelous fish with 
vibrant symbolism and color. Be sure to plan for you koi fish as they are sensitive and have long 
lifespans. Koi fish also vary in size. When feeding your koi, you must realize that koi have no 
stomach, instead have pure gut. In warmer water, koi will digest their food in about 4 hours. 
To reach maximum growth, they should be fed what they will eat at 4 hour intervals, having an 
automatic koi feeder could easily help you care for you koi. 

 

    



Calling All 

Volunteers for 

Annual Garden 

Clean-up Day! 
 

Help us make a difference in the Japanese Friendship Garden!  

Saturday, September 22   7:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.   

Join us for our annual Garden Clean-up! Meet Garden volunteers, staff members, and 
community members. Let us work together to make the Garden beautiful as we prepare 
for an exciting season!  

This is a great opportunity to preview what it's like to be a volunteer in the garden. 
Information will be available for those who are interested in becoming a garden 
volunteer. 

The Japanese Friendship Garden of Phoenix is getting ready to slide the gate open for a 
new season on October 2! 

Your Passion + Your Love = Your Community! 

Join us to share the beauty of the Garden with everyone who enjoys light pruning, raking, 
sweeping, and more. 

Please wear comfortable clothing, closed-toed shoes and bring garden gloves as well as 
sunscreen, insect repellent and lots of water.  If you have any garden tools at home, 
please feel free to bring 
them.  Some snacks and 
beverages will be available. 

Bring your friends and family!  

Participants under the age of 
18 are welcome if 
accompanied by an adult. 

When you arrive at check in 
you will be assigned to a 
clean-up crew working in one 
section of the garden 
according to your comfort 
level. 

Thank you! Arigato!  



From the Editor 
Big thanks to all those that made it out to 
our Dinner with Sharks.  And a big Thank you 
to our First Lady, Penny Christensen, who 
arranged the entire event!!  This was an 
especially special night, Ron and Penny were 
celebrating their 43rd wedding anniversary! 
Congratulations!!   

Here are some pictures from a wonderful 
evening filled with sharks, flamingos and 
some of the people that make this club great! 

Tanya Brown-GPPS Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fishy Fun!! 

Ever wanted to learn the art of Origami AND incorporate your love of koi… 

Here is your chance! 

This dollar bill koi is a remarkable 
little piece of art that might take 
a while to master.  

Here is a great video showing 
the folding technique in detail: 

 Dollar Bill Koi Fish Origami 

 

 

Or if you’re looking for something 
a bit easier…there is this version!  
Still awesome but faster! 
 

Origami Simple Koi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKyAencWW8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fKyAencWW8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygBcr9QhlIE


How can I tell if I have male or female koi? 
If only koi were as easy to sex as a pair of peacocks! 
Like those fanciful birds, koi are sexually dimorphic – 
meaning the males and females look and behave 
differently – but it's not an easy distinction to discern. 
They grow to roughly the same size and they both have 
colorful scales, yet there are subtle differences if you 
know where to look. With these clues, you'll know 
whether to name your finned friends Fred or Frieda. 

Clue #1: Age 
Koi are easier to tell apart when they're mature, and so 
your first clue will be age – which is related to their 
length. They're considered mature (3 years old) when 
they're about 10 inches long. If they're between 3 and 
10 inches, they're still juveniles and may be difficult to 
sex. 

Clue #2: Body Shape 
Immobilize your koi by capturing it in your pond net 
and take a look at it from above. A mature male koi will 
have a slender looking body, while a female koi will 
have a rounded body, particularly when it's spawning 
season and she's carrying a nest full of eggs! 

Clue #3: Fin Shape 
Next, examine your koi's fins. A male koi's pectoral fins, 
the ones near his head, will appear pointed and solid in color. In addition, the first ray of his 
pectoral fin may be more substantial when compared to his female counterpart, which will 
display rounder fins. 

Clue #4: Tubercles 
During breeding season, you may see little white growths, called tubercles, on male koi's heads 
and pectoral fins. They're perfectly natural and will disappear once the fish have finished getting 
frisky. Females don't develop these protrusions. 

Clue #5: Behavior 
One final – and obvious! – clue: amorous behavior. When they're not mating, they behave very 
similarly, but during mating season, the male koi will chase the female, encouraging her 
(sometimes enthusiastically) to release her eggs so he can fertilize them. After all that frolicking, 
the happy pair will benefit from some The Pond Guy® Stress Reducer Plus, which will help heal 
any damaged tissue. 

It's not easy to distinguish the male and female koi, but with these tips and clues, you'll know 
your Freds from your Friedas in no time! 
 

Source: https://www.thepondguy.com/product/learning-center-wg-koi-gender-identification  

https://www.thepondguy.com/product/learning-center-wg-koi-gender-identification


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Member News 

Welcome to all the new members!!!!  We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the September 
meeting.  In the meantime, please consider completing the member profile so we can get to know 
each other better!  Profiles will be featured in the monthly newsletters. 

If you’re new or you haven’t done the member profile questionnaire before, please fill it out and send it 
over to tanyam6@cox.net.  We love learning about each other!! 
 

Member Profile Questions:  

Tell us a little about yourself...  

Name(s):  

Area of town:  

Family:  

Profession(s):  

Hobbies:  

What got you involved with water gardening:  

What is your favorite part of water gardening:  

Favorite fish:  

Future pond plans: 

 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or 
completely new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting. 

2018 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 13th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Jamie & Liz Coffey 

February  
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Gary & Susan Stowe 
 160th-18th: Chinese Cultural Fair 

March 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tim & Judy Restad 

April 
 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Dean Treadwell 
27th-29th: Home Show 

May           
 NO MEETING 
12th GPPS Pond Tour  9am-4pm 

June 
 9th: Meeting – 6pm 

Hosts: Don & Fern Shaw 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 

October 
 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Dennis & Sue Beard 

November 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Bernard & Diana Ho 
BOD Election 

December 
 8th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith 
Holiday Potluck 

     White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Fantastic Food & Fun 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net


 
 

 

***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Water Lettuce?  
Jeanette has plenty to share, just email 
her at classyjas@cox.net for more 
information!  Located near Cave Creek 
Rd & Union Hills Dr.  
 

Need Mosquito Fish?  
Tanya has plenty to share…seriously, 
they multiply like crazy!!! Please email 
tanyam6@cox.net.  Located near 35th 
Ave & Deer Valley Rd. 
 

Orchids need homes!  Annie (our very own Master Gardener) is sharing 
her orchids!!  Please email her at anniespl@cox.net for more information.  
She has also included some care information on orchids for our 
newsletter.  Check it out! 
 
Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of 
something? Or do you have a question, tip, trick, recommendation or idea 
to share?   Send your submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Susan Stowe events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

   

   

mailto:classyjas@cox.net
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:anniespl@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


Phalaenopsis (The Moth Orchid) 

Once your moth orchid has bloomed, you should 
remove the flowering stem. By this we mean when 
most of the flowers have faded. Most phals will 
continue to bloom from the tips but a long stem 
with one flower on the end is not very attractive. Its 
best to remove the stem and let the plant put all its 
energy into producing a new flower stem the 
following season.  

Use a sharp knife and cut the stem at an angle—
that's it! Once you've made the cut, discard the 
flowering stem. The remaining stem "stub" will dry 
up and fade on its own. Do not attempt to fully remove 
it, as you'll probably damage the plant.        

An old flower stem stub (light brown) can be seen to the right on this Phalaenopsis pictured 
above. As you can see, a clean cut was made   about an inch from the base of the plant. Two 
new flower spikes can be seen to the left. Once these have finished   flowering, they will be 
cut off just above the first node from the base of the plant. The nodes are encased in   a 
lighter colored sheath that looks like a white band. 

Many Phalaenopsis have been bred to produce branching sprays. Branches will often 
develop off the main stem naturally, and its fine to let these flower and enjoy the blooms! 

Phalaenopsis can be rebloomed from 
the same 'just-bloomed' spikes by 
going down to the first node below 
the lowest bloom on the spike and 
cutting the spike off about half an inch 
above this node. This should only be 
done on healthy robust plants. 
Flowering uses a lot of energy and 
only a strong plant can bloom again 
within the same season. 

A few Phalaenopsis species by nature, 
rebloom on old flowering stems. Flower stem, or spikes on these should not be cut off. 
Examples are Phalaenopsis bellina, cornu-cervi, fasciatia, hierogylyphica, modesta, and 
zebrina. These flowers all tend to: 1) be star shaped, 2) have small lips and 3) bloom on 
shorter stems near the base of the plant and are usually barred or striped in darker colors. 

The Phalaenopsis genus is in the tribe of Aerides.  A close relative of the Doritis and is in the 
same tribe as the Vanda Orchid.  Phalaenopsis is Greek for "Phalluna" meaning Moth and 
"opsis" meaning resembling, thus the name Moth Orchid.   

This harlequin Phalaenopsis will   

stay in bloom for several months. 



How to keep your Phalaenopsis healthy! 
Their growth habit is monopodial, meaning that the leaves are produced from only one point, 
commonly known as the crown.  Phalaenopsis do not have a water storage mechanism, like a 
Pseudobulb, but they can store water in their thick fleshly leaves.  The flower stalks can produce 
over twelve flowers per stem.  Colors range from art shades, pinks, stripes, spots, yellows, and 
of course white, which is the most popular color. 

Light:  Moderate to bright indirect light. Ideally, early morning direct light as in an east window.  
West windows are good provided direct sun is not on the orchid during the heat of the day.  
Evening sun is okay.  A south window with defused light or away from the direct sunlight.  The 
foliage should be medium green color, indicating the orchid is getting enough light to flower. 

Temperature:  The ideal temperature during the day is 75 to 85°F.  Higher temperatures to 98°F 
will require less light and more air movement to prevent sunburn on the leaves.  Night 
temperatures can range from 58-64°F. 

Watering:  Watering should be done in the morning hours.  You can water heavy overhead, or 
soak potted orchid in the sink for ten minutes.  In cold areas, the water temperature should not 
be below 45°F.  Watering with ice cubes in NOT recommended.  Water is an essential nutrient 
for plant development.  In moderate light water once every 5 to 7 days in winter, and every 3 to 
4 days in summer.  This may need to be increased in bright light conditions.  When in doubt, 
check the bottom of the pot, if it looks dry, then water.   

Special note:  Orchids in decorative containers should be watered once a week with 1/3 cup of 
water.  Allow 1-5 minutes of soaking, then tilt container to drain excess. 

Feeding:  Phalaenopsis are heavy feeders and should be fertilized every second watering.  Use 
Gubler’s Pro Blend Orchid Food 19-8-16.  This formula is exactly what we use to grow our 
Phalaenopsis year round.  By feeding every second watering, you will be feeding more during 
the longer days of summer when the orchid requires more water, and feeding less in the shorter 
days of winter. 

Repotting:  Should be done once a year.  It is best to repot in the spring after flowering.  Plants 
that have over grow their container should be potted into a suitable container the next size 
larger.  You may choose any container, provided it has good bottom drainage.  We do not 
recommend pots with slits on the side since you will "wash" away a little mix with each watering.  
Transplant using Gubler’s Orchid Grow Mix Fine Grade for all Phalaenopsis orchids. 

What to expect:  Phalaenopsis primarily bloom in the spring season.  The flowers can last weeks 
sometimes even months with reasonable care.  Through cultural techniques, we are able to trick 
the Phalaenopsis into blooming virtually any time of the year. The most flowers produced on the 
stem is in the spring season.  After flowering you should cut the flower stem one inch above the 
second node closest to the base of the plant.  This gives you the possibility to have a secondary 
flower stalk within eight weeks.  Moth Orchids produce two new leaves a year.  They are a good 
beginner orchid, and make a wonderful addition to any orchid collection. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  That 

URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can make it a 

bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight and copy the below 

URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore 

(_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type the underscore will result in an 

error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each 

month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due 

to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be 

emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance  $3029.04 

Income 
     Dues       $25.00 
 

Expenses 

   None!       😊    
    

Ending Balance  $3054.04 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt 

yet?  You can have your shirt embroidered 

with the society logo for $10 or $20 

including a polo shirt. Contact Tanya at 

tanyam6@cox.net for more information 

or to place an order. 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

