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The Next Meeting: October 13th at 9:00am. 

 The October meeting will be held at the home of Dennis & Sue Beard. 
 

➢ Telephone:  623-687-1366 

➢ Address:  82 N 221st Ave, Buckeye, AZ 85321  
 

 Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

Directions to the meeting: 

Take I-10 West to Watson Rd 

(exit 117)  

Take Watson Rd South to 

Sundance Ave (stop light) and 

turn East from the left turn lane 

at the light. Sundance is only 1 

block long to a "T" intersection. 

Turn Left at the "T" onto N 

Sundance Parkway and drive 

Easterly on N Sundance 

Parkway, some distance, to Van 

Buren St.  

Turn left at Van Buren St and 

travel East to 221st Ave (3rd 

right). Turn right onto 221st and 

travel South -- we are the third 

house on the right.  RV gate will 

be the best entrance to the 

backyard. 



Letter from the President 

Hello fellow ponders! 

First of all, I would like to thank Alan and Molly for 
hosting this month’s meeting. You all have put in a 
lot of hard work building this beautiful pond for 
your KOI and I can’t believe how much your plants 
have taken hold and grown! I got a lot of good 
ideas and advise from you for when we’re ready to 
rebuild our pond.  

I would also like to welcome our new members and 
guest that came to our last meeting. It was a 
pleasure meeting you all and hearing about your 
ponds. Hopefully we were able to answer some of your questions that you had. I know 
Tanya’s GPPS poll question for this month’s newsletter was brought up during the 
meeting, so hopefully the information she received from our fellow ponders will be of 
some help.  Tanya is always looking for new poll questions, so if there’s anything that 
interests you or are wondering about, let Tanya know.  

Our November elections are coming up, so I would like to take this time to remind 
anyone who is interested in serving on the board to give it some thought. Rita (vise-
president) and Jeff (librarian) announced they will be stepping down, they have been 
GPPS members and served on the board for many years and would like to take a break 
and just be members for a while. They both have done an awesome job and I would 
like to thank them for everything they have done for GPPS, so keep in mind, if you do 
decide to serve, you will have the help and support of current and past board 
members.  

Our next meeting will be at the home of Dennis and Sue Beard October 13th. Hope to 
see you there. 

Happy Ponding!  

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 
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From the Editor 
As we prepare to go back outside and do some much-needed maintenance on our ponds...the poll questions 
were raised:  Do you have rocks on the bottom of your pond?  Or a bottom drain?  If not, how do you clean 
the bottom of your pond?  If you use a vacuum, what model or type do you use? 

We got a variety of responses but only two included having a bottom drain, one said it wasn’t efficient and 
the other said the steep slope helps keep the bottom very clean.  The difference in experience could be the 
result of a few different variables like fish load, age of pond, size of pond and plant load.  The pond with an 
inefficient bottom drain had 3000 gallons of muck drained by Paradise Septic last spring, at the cost of $700, 
not a bad price considering how much work that would be to manually remove and dispose of the “stuff”.   

Other responses were divided between rocks or no rocks.  The rocks can make it difficult to clean the bottom 
and leave lots of room for debris to collect but on the flipside, many people that love the natural look of the 
rocks on the bottom.  Another member added crushed coral to help balance pH but has the same challenges 
as others with rocks on the bottom.  Though you could vacuum around larger rocks, it’s very difficult to 
vacuum around tiny rocks.  One member mentioned manually stirring up and removing debris from the 
bottom with a pool net.  I can relate, I still do this sometimes when I don’t want to pull my pond vac out.  

Here’s my take, please understand that the following is my own personal experience and may include a little 
editorial rambling.  The biggest lesson I have learned throughout the building and maintaining of my five 
different ponds was that no matter what you do, you’ll always wish you had done SOMETHING different.  

When I built my current pond, I watched a great a 23-part series on how to build a koi pond from The Pond 
Digger (available on YouTube).  He puts rocks on the bottom of his ponds, so it must be right…right??  Well, 
who’s to say what is right or wrong.  I’ve heard it argued that they do it because they also sell maintenance 
packages, I want to believe they do it because their clients want the look of a natural pond.  Let’s assume 
noble intent here.  One way or another, those rocks can make it difficult to clean our ponds, I have spent 
hours (and got the worst sunburn of my life) trying to get those darn rocks off the bottom.  And how does 
there always seem to be more every time I turn around??  

Sadly, I do not have a bottom drain…my next pond will certainly have this feature!  I have looked at the 
above liner, after the fact bottom drains but have not found one with overwhelmingly positive reviews so 
I’m waiting.  I have installed a four-outlet aeration system to help stir up the debris, so the skimmer has a 
chance of catching it.  Though the plant debris and other stuff that comes to rest on the bottom gives the 
beneficial bacteria a place to hang out, it also gets out of control fast.  A few times a year I vacuum the 
bottom of the pond with the WaterGarden Outfitters Pond Vacuum XPV by Drs. Foster & Smith (currently 
on sale for about $180. Go to:  https://www.drsfostersmith.com/Product/prod_display.cfm?pcatid=14808). 
It’s basically a glorified wetvac with the notable differences that it has a bigger tank and sucks in through 
one hose then once it’s full, it automatically expels the tank through a 
different hose.  NOTE: Know where that drain hose is pointing BEFORE 
you get started…you DO NOT want to wear the stuff you’re sucking off 
the bottom of your pond!!  I let it drain into my flower beds or trees, the 
plants LOVE this stuff!  I know there are other vacuums on the market, 
I’ve never tried them, so I can’t attest to their success or failure.  It is a bit 
time consuming and tedious to vacuum the bottom but I love the results. 

Again, there is no right or wrong, it’s all a matter of personal preference 
and there are many lessons to be learned while ponding.  Some lessons 
are learned the hard way!  A great benefit to GPPS is that we can share 
our lessons and hopefully make it easier for others.  If you find something 
that works, please share your experiences! 

Tanya Brown-GPPS Editor 

https://www.drsfostersmith.com/Product/prod_display.cfm?pcatid=14808


Member News 

Welcome to all the new members!!!!  We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the September 
meeting.  In the meantime, please consider completing the member profile so we can get to know 
each other better!  Profiles will be featured in the monthly newsletters. 

If you’re new or you haven’t done the member profile questionnaire before, please fill it out and send it 
over to tanyam6@cox.net.  We love learning about each other!! 
 

Member Profile Questions:  

Tell us a little about yourself...  

Name(s):  

Area of town:  

Family:  

Profession(s):  

Hobbies:  

What got you involved with water gardening:  

What is your favorite part of water gardening:  

Favorite fish:  

Future pond plans: 

 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or 
completely new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting. 

2018 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 13th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Jamie & Liz Coffey 

February  
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Gary & Susan Stowe 
 160th-18th: Chinese Cultural Fair 

March 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tim & Judy Restad 

April 
 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Dean Treadwell 
27th-29th: Home Show 

May           
 NO MEETING 
12th GPPS Pond Tour  9am-4pm 

June 
 9th: Meeting – 6pm 

Hosts: Don & Fern Shaw 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 

October 
 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Dennis & Sue Beard 

November 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Bernard & Diana Ho 
BOD Election 

December 
 8th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith 
Holiday Potluck 

     White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Fantastic Food & Fun 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net


 
 

 

***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Water Lettuce?  
Jeanette has plenty to share, just email her at 
classyjas@cox.net for more information!  
Located near Cave Creek Rd & Union Hills Dr.  
  
Orchids need homes!  Annie (our very own 
Master Gardener) is sharing her orchids!!  Please 

email her at anniespl@cox.net for more information.  You can also check 
out the orchid care instructions that were included in the September 
newsletter.  Email newsltr@phoenixponds.com if you need another copy. 
 

Need Mosquito Fish?  
Tanya has plenty to share…seriously, 
they multiply like crazy!!! Please email 
tanyam6@cox.net.  Located near 35th 
Ave & Deer Valley Rd. 
  

 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of 
something? Or do you have a question, tip, trick, recommendation or idea to 
share?   Send your submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Susan Stowe events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

mailto:classyjas@cox.net
mailto:anniespl@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  That 

URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can make it a 

bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight and copy the below 

URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore 

(_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type the underscore will result in an 

error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each 

month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due 

to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be 

emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance  $3054.04 
 

Income 
     Dues       $55.00 
 

Expenses 

   None!       😊 
    

Ending Balance  $3109.04 
Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt 

yet?  You can have your shirt embroidered 

with the society logo for $10 or $20 

including a polo shirt. Contact Tanya at 

tanyam6@cox.net for more information 

or to place an order. 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

