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Board of Directors Elections! 
During the November meeting, we will be electing the 2019 officers. 
We are always looking for great people to get even more involved 
in the fun!  If you would like more information, please contact any 
of the current officers or check out the club’s by-laws on our 
website. http://www.phoenixponds.com/index.html#laws  

 

 

 
 

 

The Next Meeting: November 10th at 9:00am. 

 The November meeting will be held at the home of Bernard & Diana Ho. 
 

➢ Telephone:  480-205-6259 

➢ Address:  3843 W Ironwood Dr, Chandler, AZ 85226  
 

 Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

There was an extra chair found after 

the October meeting!  Please contact 

Dennis or Sue Beard to claim it.  

Do you follow GPPS on Facebook? 

Like us for updates, meeting reminders & 

other fun stuff!!   

Greater Phoenix Pond Society 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/index.html#laws
https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Phoenix-Pond-Society-207485659293368/
https://www.facebook.com/Greater-Phoenix-Pond-Society-207485659293368/


Letter from the President 

Greetings fellow ponders, 

Hope everyone got home safe after the crazy storm 
we experienced the day of our last meeting!   

I think this was the first time we’ve had rain during 
our meeting, but despite the weather we had a great 
turnout.  

Thank you Dennis and Sue for hosting this month’s 
meeting and representing the far Westside!  We 
finally got to see round two of building your pond, 
nothing like going bigger and better!  I’m hoping 
you’ll sign up for next year’s pond tour and/or 
meeting, because I can’t wait to see the final results of all your hard work. It’s always fun 
to see the “before and after”. 

I would also like to thank our speaker Ernie from Valleywide Ponds for sharing all the 
benefits of having a floating island in your pond. 

November is election time! I would like to take this time again to remind anyone who is 
interested in serving on the board to give it some serious thought and keep in mind, if you 
do decide to serve, you will have the help and support of current and past board 
members. 

December is our Christmas Party at the home of Richard and Pet Smith. Please note that 
the meeting starts at 11:00 am for this lunch meeting instead of the normal 9:00 am. The 
club will provide the meat - ham and chicken as well as the drinks (soda). Please bring an 
appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share. We will also have a white elephant gift exchange 
for everyone interested in participating; it’s festive and full of laughs! Just bring a gift, but 
don’t spend more than $5-$10 dollars. It is a lot of fun – and I hope everyone will 
participate. 

Our next meeting will be at Bernard & Diana Ho. Hope to see you there. 

Happy Ponding! 

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 

 

 

 

 



October Meeting at the Beard’s House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wettest meeting in recent 

memory but we made the best of it! 

BIG Thank you to  
Ernie Selles for a  

great presentation. 
A GPPS member & the 
owner of Valleywide 
Ponds, he is a great 
resource if you’re 

looking to build a new 
pond or need help 
maintaining your 

current pond. Give him 
a call at 623-606-4066. 

We’re also looking 
forward to hearing 

more about the 
floating plant islands 

in the future! 



From the Editor 
Our poll question this month was…. Do you name your water garden critters?   

I have to say, I love these questions because the variety of responses is always so entertaining!! 

One response reflected on the person’s inability to remember their own name much less the 
long list of names required to cover the multitude of critters in their yard! Several people 
mentioned being unwilling to name all of their Mosquito fish…I get that, I think I have several 
hundred and have affectionately named them The Herd. Of the people that responded, most of 
you do name at least some of your pond critters. Here’s some of the names:  

Miss Piggy, Kermit, Wink, Tilly, Squirt, Willow, Quincy, Moby, Yakuza, Goldie, Slash, Mako, 
Retread, Lemon Drop, Catrina, Lucy, Blondie, Tony, Fancy, Snicklefritz, Junior, Sunny, Gumby, 
Red, Righty, Flash, Fins, Sparky, Houdini, Norris, Misty, Skeletor, Casper, Big Bertha, Blackie, 
Brownie, Snowflake, Sluggo, Grace, Tony, Augie, Fayzie Dayzie, Spot, Shadow, Stripe, The 
Calgono Twins, Dot, UR, Big Brown, Tangerine, Burtha, Spike, Root Beer, and Slow Poke.   

Whether you name your pond critters or not, I think it’s safe to say that we all enjoy their beauty, 
their personalities and how they enhance our lives! 

Tanya Brown-GPPS Editor 

 

 

 



 



Fall Pond Care Tips from the Pond Digger 
https://theponddigger.com/fall-care/ 

Whether you are a seasonal veteran pond enthusiast or still a beginner, we highly recommend 
that you attend our annual Fall Pond Care Events. The Pond Digger team will offer information 
and tips on maintaining your pond. We have literally saved our clients thousands of dollars over 
the years by teaching them how to care for their ponds. 

You want to make sure your pond is looking great for the Holidays and this seminar is your 
answer for making sure that you can achieve that goal. The Pond Digger team will be on hand to 
answer any questions. If you are having any issues with your pond, please talk to us after the 
seminar to see if we can assist you or set up an appointment for us to come out and evaluate 
your pond to make sure everything is up and running properly. 

Fall is my favorite time of the year, when the nights get cool. It means winter is coming! Doing 
your pond fall care is likely not high on your list of things to do but the BENEFITS of performing 
a few simple chores on your pond are big! Save 
money, time and energy next spring when you 
do your Fall Pond Care according to schedule. 

Ensure that your pond will look amazing for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Year’s Day while 
providing a healthy habitat for your Koi and 
other pond inhabitants over the winter months. 

Thinning out your aquatic plants in the Fall is 
much easier to do before the end of winter! Did 
you know during the winter your aquatic plants 
focus all of their energy on their root system 
mass! 

Consider these 5 HELPFUL POND MAINTENANCE TIPS to keep your pond ecologically balanced 
through winter – ultimately your holiday season. 

1. Switch to COLD TEMPERATURE Beneficial Bacteria (dose as directed for your size pond). Once 
your pond stays below 60 degrees for the winter we recommend switching to our Cold Water 
Beneficial Bacteria. Beneficial pond bacteria plays a key role it Koi pond and water garden care. 
Our Cold Water Beneficial Bacteria will eat away at sludge on the bottom of your pond during 
the winter and help keep your pond crystal clear and healthy. 

2. Reduce your fish feeding regimen As your water temperature drops below 65 degrees the 
metabolism of your fish slows down. Start feeding your fish just a couple of times a week. Our 
Cold Temperature Fish Food is specially formulated for the spring & fall. LOW PROTEIN and HIGH 
CARBS are a must at this time of the year. Stop feeding your fish completely when water 
temperatures fall below 50 degrees. If you don’t have a thermometer for your pond, for 
goodness sakes, get one! 

3. String Algae Make pond maintenance easy, you can use The Pond Digger Rock and Waterfall 
Scrubber once a month as preventative pond care to help control undesirable string algae. Rock 

https://theponddigger.com/fall-care/


and Waterfall Scrubber will assist in the breakdown and reduction of debris in your streams, 
waterfalls and pond, thus reducing your pond maintenance needs. Dose as directed on the 
container for your size of pond. 

4. Use The Pond Digger Liquid Barley Straw Extract The effect of barley in your pond is an eco-
friendly way to keep your pond in balance. Why use barley bales or barley pellets when it takes 
4-6 weeks before it becomes effective? Use Barley Straw Extract treatments for fast results. 

5. Trim your perennial aquatic plants that begin going dormant as the weather cools. Your 
aquatic plants aren’t dying, but they may turn yellow or brown as they go dormant. You should 
trim back the yellowing leaves to prevent the fall out debris from building in the bottom of your 
pond. This simple trick will make your fish pond cleaning responsibilities easy. 

This is a good time of the year to lightly clean out your biological waterfall filter and service your 
skimmer box and pump. Most of the material you read from pond equipment manufacturers 
suggests that you only service your biological waterfall filter once a year. 

However, we have found that here in California with our extended season, a light cleaning of 
your biological waterfall filter at this time of the year is highly beneficial. With these helpful fish 
pond cleaning hints and just a little preventative pond care it will help to reduce algae problems 
and extend your enjoyment of your water feature into the Holiday Season. 

Our research and development in the water garden industry enables us to make educated 
improvements on our product line, thus helping you with the maintenance and health care 
concerns of your pond and it’s inhabitants. 

Call to find out about converting your pad and lava rock filtration system to the Revolutionary 
Helix Life Support Filtration System, including: the Helix Moving Bed Waterfall Filter, Helix Bio-
Mechanical Waterfall Filter, Helix Bio-Reactor, and the Helix Skimmer; If you are interested in 
never removing your prized Koi fish from your pond each spring or never draining your pond 
again just to clean the gravel. Eco-System Pond Maintenance doesn’t get any easier! If you retro-
fit your pond this winter, you can start saving money on spring clean out costs next season! 

There are important biological reasons for fall and winter fish pond maintenance from mid 
November through the end of December. If you would like to have a technician from The Pond 
Digger team perform these services 
for you, call our headquarters at 
800-522-5043. 

You can find all of the pond 
products you will need for your fall 
pond maintenance at our 
construction headquarters in 
Yucaipa. Contact one of our 
professionals today at (800) 522-
5043 or visit us online at 
theponddigger.com/supplies and 
we will gladly ship you any pond 
supplies that you need.  
 



Member News 
 

Welcome to all the new members!!!!  We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the September 
meeting.  In the meantime, please consider completing the member profile so we can get to know 
each other better!  Profiles will be featured in the monthly newsletters. 

If you’re new or you haven’t done the member profile questionnaire before, please fill it out and send it 
over to tanyam6@cox.net.  We love learning about each other!! 
 

Member Profile Questions:  

Tell us a little about yourself...  

Name(s):  

Area of town:  

Family:  

Profession(s):  

Hobbies:  

What got you involved with water gardening:  

What is your favorite part of water gardening:  

Favorite fish:  

Future pond plans: 

 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or 
completely new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting 
 

2018 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 13th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Jamie & Liz Coffey 

February  
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Gary & Susan Stowe 
 160th-18th: Chinese Cultural Fair 

March 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tim & Judy Restad 

April 
 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Dean Treadwell 
27th-29th: Home Show 

May           
 NO MEETING 
12th GPPS Pond Tour  9am-4pm 

June 
 9th: Meeting – 6pm 

Hosts: Don & Fern Shaw 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 

October 
 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Dennis & Sue Beard 

November 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Bernard & Diana Ho 
BOD Election 

December 
 8th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith 
Holiday Potluck 

     White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Fantastic Food & Fun 

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net


 
 

 

***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Water Lettuce?  
Jeanette has plenty to share, just email her at 
classyjas@cox.net for more information!  Located near Cave 
Creek Rd & Union Hills Dr.  

Need Bog Plants?  
Tanya has lots of Pennywort, Creeping Jenny, Yerba Mansa and yellow Cana, 
just email tanyam6@cox.net if you need some, I can bring it to the next 
meeting or arrange to meet you. 
 

***In Search of….  
  

Leo is looking for a 250+ gallon stock tank he can borrow for a few months while 
he rebuilds his pond.  Please reach out to him at 623-776-5312. (Example shown) 

  

Steve is in search of a local supplier of Uniseals, specifically a big 4” 
seal.  Please email him at steve.wilson@cox.net if you know of one.  
 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of 
something? Or do you have a question, tip, trick, recommendation or 

idea to share?   Send your submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Susan Stowe events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:classyjas@cox.net
mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  That 

URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can make it a 

bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight and copy the below 

URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore 

(_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type the underscore will result in an 

error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each 

month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due 

to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be 

emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance  $3109.04 
 

Income 
    None        
 

Expenses 
    None       
    

Ending Balance  $3109.04 
Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt 

yet?  You can have your shirt embroidered 

with the society logo for $10 or $20 

including a polo shirt. Contact Tanya at 

tanyam6@cox.net for more information 

or to place an order. 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

