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Summer Pond Tip:  
 

Don’t forget that your finned friends 
also enjoy the occasional cool treat!  
Float a slice of watermelon or a half 
an orange and watch them nibble. 
Pull the peels out once they have 
been picked clean. You can also 
secure a zucchini sliced lengthwise or 
a bunch of parsley to a rock for an 
underwater fishy buffet!  

The Next Meeting will be in September.  

Enjoy Your Summer!! 



Letter from the President 

Hello fellow GPPS members!  

Welcome to all our new members!  

I would like to thank Don and Fern for hosting the 
June meeting; we all had such a good time. Your 
pond and pool turned out amazing! I know you both 
put in a lot of time and hard work creating your 
vision, so now it’s time to kick back and enjoy it with 
your family and friends. 

I think having the June meeting in the evening was 
such a success, we should think about doing this 
every year. What a great way to kick off the summer!  

This was our last meeting until September, but we are always looking for things to do as 
a group during the summer. If anyone has a suggestion or idea, please contact Tanya or 
myself.  

 I would also like to thank everyone who brought plants to share; this is what GPPS is all 
about. Remember bring a bucket or plastic bag to every meeting; you never know what 
will be available to share. If you’re looking for something for your pond, let Tanya know 
and she can post it in the newsletter. 

Our next meeting will be at the home of Alan and Molly Hanna September 8th @ 9:00am.  
They also have a new larger pond that they just built.  Enjoy your summer stay cool and 
see you at our next meeting.  

 

Thank you and Happy Ponding!  

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



In case you missed the 

June meeting….here are 

some pictures of Don & 

Fern’s new backyard!  

Before 

After 

Can you believe this beautiful pool now sits where 

the pond was just last year??  Amazing!!! 



  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

After 

Getting’ by with a little help from friends…. 

The new pond has a completely different look but still 

includes lots of plants, a bog and a gorgeous waterfall. 

 Look at all that tile and rock work Don & Fern did 

themselves! This might be a new career path for them! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to 

all who generously 

brought plants to 

the meeting to 

share with fellow 

members! 

It was a 

great 

night of 

friends, 

food & 

fun!! 

Thank you 

Don & 

Fern! 



Koi Pond Water Changes  
http://www.koihealth.info/water-changes.html 
Water changes are an important part of koi pond management, especially when ammonia or 
nitrites are polluting your pond.  One reason for that bothersome chemical build-up is 
evaporation. When water evaporates from a closed system (your koi pond) it leaves behind 
most all of the pollutants.  Sure, the beneficial bacteria in your pond are busy doing their job, 
processing those obnoxious chemicals (the nitrogen-cycle), but sometimes the good 
bacteria can’t keep up, so partial water changes give them a hand in keeping the peace.  

Unfortunately, poor water quality is one of the major causes of disease and fish death in the 
koi pond. Less than perfect water quality can be vastly improved with water changes. 
‘Topping off’ a pond to compensate for evaporation is not considered a water change 
because no pollutants are removed in this process. The goal is to reduce concentrations of 
dissolved compounds in your pond water. 

Generally, 10-20% of the pond water is drained weekly and replaced with fresh water from 
the tap or well. But remember before you begin any water change; make sure you have 
plenty of chlorine remover on hand. Chlorine is toxic to both fish and beneficial bacteria. 
There are several good chlorine neutralizing products on the market but verify that the brand 
you are using also removes chloramines. Many municipalities occasionally use chloramines in 
conjunction with routine chlorine use.   

Water changes are instrumental in the control of toxic chemical build up in the koi pond, but 
did you realize that water changes also reduce pheromones that are becoming concentrated 
in your koi pond? Pheromones can be restricting your koi’s growth, especially if the pond is 
housing koi at heavy densities. Chemical pollutants and pheromones are best controlled by 
regular water changes. 

What are pheromones in a koi pond? 

Pheromones are chemicals emitted by living organisms which produce a spontaneous 
response in individuals of the same or other species. Fish commonly use pheromones as a 
form of communication. However, they are also capable of releasing aggressive pheromones 
into an overcrowded body of water. These aggressive pheromones suppress the ability of 
the other fish to fight disease and inhibit their growth. 

Understanding temperature and water changes. 

Water has a high specific heat, which means it is able to resist fast changes in temperature. 
Fish living in water are not used to and therefore un-adapted to situations where the water 
temperature alters rapidly. So a basic rule in water changing is to do it in a way that minimizes 
the temperature difference in the pond water; such as adding the fresh water into the last 
filtration stage where it will be pumped directly into the pond. This will reduce temperature 
fluctuations as the new water is mixed with the water volume of the entire pond. Major 
water changes can cause significant shifts in the temperature of the koi pond. Major swings 



in water temperature can be stressful to the koi, and at times, may be deadly. In general koi 
do much better when gradually going from cold to warm, but not so well going from warm 
to cold water. Huge variations in water temperature can also have an adverse effect on the 
nitro-cycle of your pond. 

How do I handle an exceptionally high ammonia or nitrite level? 

If you encounter a situation where the ammonia, nitrite or nitrate are rising to toxic or lethal 
levels you should do an immediate water change of at least 30% and up to 50% of the total 
system. The newly added fresh water will not resolve problems associated with high or toxic 
chemical pollutants, it only dilutes them to a level acceptable to your fish. Alternatively, in 
the unfortunate event that your koi are becoming very ill due to extreme deterioration of 
water quality you could increase the amount of water exchanged to 20-30% daily for a short 
period of time. 

How much pond water should I change weekly? 

Most koi owners aim for a 10-20% pond water exchanged weekly.  Partial water changes are 
the norm and are key to maintaining the koi pond environment. A 10-20% weekly water 
change is much less stressful to your koi than an abrupt 50% monthly change. 

How do I do a water change in my koi pond? 

First you need to drain the fouled water out of the pond. Any water pump, shop vac, pond 
vacuum will do, even the old reliable syphon-hose will work. A clean plastic trashcan will help 
you to keep track of the amount of water removed, as well as a good container for dosing 
the fresh tap water with chlorine remover. Fill the trashcan with fouled water and dump, fill 
the trashcan with fresh water, treat with de-chlorinator, and dump. Repeat as necessary. 
Alternately, you can pump the desired amount of water out of the pond and re-fill with a 
garden hose. Many pond owners dispose of the discarded water onto their garden, lawn or 
water potted plants. 

It is recommended to add fresh de-chlorinated water directly to the pond or you can add it 
into the last stage of filtration where it will be pumped directly to the pond. This will reduce 
temperature fluctuations as the new water is mixed with the larger water volume of the 
entire pond. 

Don't forget that the water is running!! Even the most devout koi keeper may condemn 
themselves and be brought to tears for the deplorable act of forgetting to turn off the hose. 
Chlorinated water will burn your koi's gills and they will die within a couple of hours. Set a 
kitchen timer or tie a string around your finger as a reminder to shut off the hose.  

Another option is an inexpensive water shut-off valve can be purchased at your local 
hardware store. Every pond owner should invest in this simple item to protect against an 
unfortunate tragedy of over-filling the pond with chlorinated tap water which will have a 
catastrophic result. The cost of an automatic shut-off device is miniscule compared to the 
value of your koi collection. 



From the Editor  

We’re headed into that summer stretch when we won’t be having meetings 
and I miss “it” already!  That got me thinking….what other members 
think “it” is about the group that makes it special.  So the poll question 
this month was “What is your favorite part of being a GPPS member?  
AND what would you like to see more of in the group?”   

Thanks to everyone who responded…I think it’s a great sign that only 
one member had a suggestion for what we can do differently…more to 

come on that in future issues. 😉   

The majority of responses included the people!  Our love of ponds gives us 
common ground but we also have really diverse backgrounds.  With all that 
diversity, each of us has so much to offer and it never ceases to amaze me how generous our 
members are with their time and knowledge.  We frequently talk about what works, what 
doesn’t and everything in between.  The exchange of ideas is invaluable especially as challenges 
arise and we learn more about ponding.   Honestly, it’s really nice to talk to people about my 
pond without having them looking at me like I’m crazy!  Ya’ll “get” me…I love that!!!! 

Of course, another great benefit of being a member is the plants and fish!  We boast that when 
you join GPPS, you’ll never have to buy another plant or fish again.  Members regularly bring 
extra plants to monthly meetings.  You can check out the “Sale, Trade or Free” section of the 
newsletter for items or place an ad if you’re looking for something specific.   

There are so many ways to build ponds so being a member of GPPS also gives us the opportunity 
to see many different styles of ponds.  It’s fun to get ideas and see what others have done.  Not 
to mention, being on the pond tour or hosting a monthly meeting can give you some SERIOUS 
motivation to get all those little projects finished up. 

A couple comments were made regarding more dinner parties and having meetings in Don & 
Fern’s pool.  Very good ideas…you might be seeing more of that in the future. 

Maybe start saving milk cartons…I’m feeling a craft day coming this summer!  If you have no 
idea what I’m talking about, check out our Facebook page! 

All in all, it appears we’re doing pretty 
good with making the club a valuable 
resource and having fun together.  If you 
do have suggestions, please don’t 
hesitate to tell us about it!  You can talk 
to any of the officers about your ideas or 
bring them up at an upcoming meeting.  
We would love to hear your ideas of how 
to make GPPS even better! 

Above all…THANK YOU…it is YOU that 
makes this club an amazing group!  

Tanya Brown-GPPS Editor 



Your 2018 Board 

 
 

Member News 

Welcome Back Nancy (a former GPPS Editor)!!!  It was great to meet you at the last meeting and I’m 
looking forward to reading the archive of newsletters you brought us.  It was remarkable to see Dennis 
(and Sue) light up when you arrived!  Who knew he had such a bright smile!    
 

With so many new members…I would love to start featuring our member profiles in the newsletter 
again!  So if you’re new or you haven’t done the member profile questionnaire before, please fill it out 
and send it over to tanyam6@cox.net.  We love learning about each other!! 
 

Member Profile Questions:  

Tell us a little about yourself...  

Name(s):  

Area of town:  

Family:  

Profession(s):  

Hobbies:  

What got you involved with water gardening:  

What is your favorite part of water gardening:  

Favorite fish:  

Future plans: 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Susan Stowe events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

mailto:tanyam6@cox.net
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


 

Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included volunteering at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or 
completely new event, please contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting. 

 

***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Need Water Lettuce?  
Jeanette has plenty to share, just email her at 
classyjas@cox.net for more information!  
Located near Cave Creek Rd & Union Hills Dr.  
  

How about Water Lilies? 
Over the next few weeks, Glenna will be thinning lilies and will have 
cuttings to share. Varieties should include Wanvisa (coral), Colorado (peach), John Hardy (cream), 
Pennsylvania (periwinkle) & Lindsay Woods (purple). Please email Glenna at gbabst003@gmail.com for 
mor information. Located near Cave Creek Rd & Pima Rd. 

  

Or some bio-balls? 
Nancy has a 32-gallon can full of bio-balls, if you need some, give her 
a call at 602-863-1506 or email nnmagee@hotmail.com for more 
information. Bio-balls pictured on my laptop keyboard for size 
reference. Located near 7th Street & Greenway Pkwy. 
 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  In search of 
something? Or do you have a question, tip, trick, recommendation or 

idea to share?   Send your submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

2018 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 13th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Jamie & Liz Coffey 

February  
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Gary & Susan Stowe 
 160th-18th: Chinese Cultural Fair 

March 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tim & Judy Restad 

April 
 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Dean Treadwell 
27th-29th: Home Show 

May           
 NO MEETING 
12th GPPS Pond Tour  9am-4pm 

June 
 9th: Meeting – 6pm 

Hosts: Don & Fern Shaw 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 

October 
 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Dennis & Sue Beard 

November 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Bernard & Diana Ho 
BOD Election 

December 
 8th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith 
Holiday Potluck 

     White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Fantastic Food & Fun 

mailto:classyjas@cox.net
mailto:gbabst003@gmail.com
mailto:nnmagee@hotmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEB 101:   

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  That 

URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  You can make it a 

bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight and copy the below 

URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore 

(_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to type the underscore will result in an 

error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

*If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com* 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each 

month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due 

to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be 

emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance  $2863.04 
 

Income 
     Dues       $166.00 
 

Expenses 
   None! Woo hoo!      $0.00 
    

Ending Balance  $3029.04 
Do you have your embroidered GPPS shirt 

yet?  You can have your shirt embroidered 

with the society logo for $10 or $20 

including a polo shirt. Contact Tanya at 

tanyam6@cox.net for more information 

or to place an order. 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

