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The Next Meeting: February 10th at 9:00am. 

 The February meeting will be held at the home of Susan & Gary Stowe. 
 

➢ Telephone:  602-258-9232 

➢ Address:  1129 W. Palm Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85007  
 

 Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

Annual dues are due! Where else can you get and education on 
ponds and free plants, fish, etc. for only $25 a year. What a deal! 
Dues can be paid at the meeting or sent to our treasurer Annie 
Foster, 3543 E. Rosemonte Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85050. 



Letter from the President 
Greetings GPPS members!  Thank you to Jamie and Liz 
Coffey for hosting the January meeting. Your pond and 
fish are amazing!   For the pond members who were 
unable to attend here is some information about their 
pond.  

Built by: Jamie and friends taking approximately 3 years    

Size: 6000 gallons the depth is 5 feet deep in the center 

Filtration: 5 barrel filters, skinner and three pumps 

The pond is home to 9 beautiful very large KOI (which all have names) 

We also had a great presentation 
from Robert Lang owner of Pond Perfecter. His knowledge and expertise was very 
impressive. He shared information about plants, pond aeration and the care/feeding of your 
fish during the winter months.  

A big thank you to Liz 
for letting us pick 
lemons and oranges 
from her trees. They 
were delicious! 

Next month’s meeting 
will be at the home of 
Susan Stowe. Hope to 
see everyone there. 

Ron Christensen  

GPPS-President  



Summer Aeration 

Summer is coming, are you ready?  In the summer, aeration provides some extra benefits. 
Besides moving the water and boosting the oxygen level in the water molecules, aeration 
does these things: 

• Circulates the water in areas where filtration may not reach, preventing stagnation and 
low-oxygen pockets in your pond. Filtration systems only move the top of the water column, 
not the bottom. But an aerator works from the bottom up, circulating the water and 
increasing dissolved oxygen levels throughout the pond. 

• Keeps oxygen distributed throughout the water column much more efficiently than a 
water feature, like a waterfall, spitter or stream. 

• Provides bubbly camouflage in which fish can hide. 

• Stirs up debris on the pond bottom, allowing it to be filtered out or broken down by 
beneficial bacteria. If that debris is allowed to collect, muck will build up and release harmful 
gases as the organic materials decompose. 

• Helps beneficial bacteria thrive and flourish, thanks to the circulation and oxygen. Higher 
oxygen levels stimulate and increase the number of natural aerobic bacteria living in your 
pond. More bacteria means more efficient filtration. 

 

 

 

 



 

2018 POND TOUR  

Hi, everyone.  I am trying to get things organized for our wonderful pond tour.  We would 
love to see your pond on the tour.  It doesn't matter what stage it is in or what size it is.  
People visiting the tour are often looking for information about starting a pond in Arizona.  
So, if you are just starting to dig, in the process of building, or have a completed pond, we 
would love to have you join the tour!  We like to have ponds from all areas of the valley.  Pond 
tour hosts will have an opportunity to view the ponds on tour the Saturday prior to the tour, 
May 5th. 

Fern Shaw has graciously agreed to be in charge of advertising. If you have any ideas of ways 
to get the word out, please let me know.  Also, please be thinking of ways you can use your 
social media and contacts to get the info to others. We need the help of everyone to make 
this a successful tour. 

If you have any questions, info, or want to join the fun and have your pond on tour, please 
let me know.  

Thanks, 

Rita Karsten 

GPPS Vice President 
 



From the Editor  

Thank you to everyone who took the time to answer the January poll question.   

What is your best advice for a person just starting to plan a build? 

Several members recommended doing lots of research.  GPPS is an amazing place to start since 
so many members have “been there and done that” and are happy to help answer questions.  
Learning about design, equipment, cost and labor are all important details to research before 
starting your pond.  There are pond builders who will do free consultations then you can decide 
if you want to take on the project yourself or hire a contractor.  Once you have a design…go 
bigger and deeper.  Trust me on this one, just about everyone I’ve ever talked to wishes they 
had made their pond larger. One new and really interesting piece of advice was to be sure to 
have the liner extend past the edges of the pond.  You can always cut into it to add plants and 
the liner can help with the edge structure especially if there is flooding.  Once you have a design 
(and then you’ve added to the size) JUST DO IT!  We can get so caught up in the design process 
and fear of making a mistake that we never start the build.  Many pond enthusiasts finish their 
pond and immediately start thinking about changes, additions or how their next pond will look.  
This is completely normal and part of the adventure.  Have fun with it!!! 

If you are getting ready to build a pond or water feature, start making a list of questions!  Bring 
the list to a meeting or email one of the GPPS officers, we are happy to help with our own 
personal experience or guide you to someone who can help.   

Happy Ponding!!   

Tanya Brown – GPPS Editor 
 

 

Here’s a bit more pond building information to think about from The Pond Guy. 

Start with a Budget 

First of all, consider what kind of money you want to spend and develop a project budget. In 
most cases, the larger the water feature, the more expensive it will cost—but some of those 
top-of-the-line accessories for smaller features can cost quite a bit, too. If you need some help, 
call a pond-building professional in your area who can assess your needs and determine your 
budget. 

Look for Higher Ground 

Next, take a close look at your landscape and plan to position your pond on a high spot rather 
than a low spot. It might seem logical to locate your water feature in a valley, but it's actually 
better to situate it on higher ground. This will prevent rainwater from running into your pond, 
which can cause water clarity and algae growth problems later on. 

Size It Right 

While you're inspecting your outdoor space, consider what sized water feature will realistically 
fit within your existing landscaping. Do you have a large yard and want to go big? Do you have a 
small space that's perfect for a preformed pond with a small fountain? Perhaps the area is best 
suited for a pondless stream or waterfall. Many seasoned pond hobbyists have admitted that, 
in retrospect, they wish they had gone bigger with their initial designs … 



Consider Your Audience 

Who will be enjoying your water feature? When planning your backyard pond, keep your 
audience in mind. Does it need to be kid friendly or a peaceful getaway? Pondless waterfalls are 
great for people on the go.  If, however, you and your family have a passion for aquatic plants 
or fish, it would make sense to go with a traditional pond.  

Go with a Kit 

As you're planning your backyard dream pond, make the process easier by buying a pond kit, 
which comes with everything you'll need. Different kits are designed for different types of 
ponds.  A large waterfall with big sound, no waterfall for hobbyists who want their pond to be 
all about their fish, or a pondless waterfall for people who want to enjoy the sights and sounds 
of running water but have little time to maintain a traditional water feature. Have Fun with It! 

The most important thing to know about planning a pond of your dreams is that you should have 
a great time doing it. You'll enjoy this backyard feature for years, so do your research, think 
through these points, and spend time designing something that you'll love! 
 

https://blog.thepondguy.com/2013/11/30/i-would-like-to-build-a-backyard-pond-what-do-i-need-to-know-decorative-
ponds-water-gardens-q-a/  

 

 

 

    Do you have an event or gathering suggestion?  Past events have included 
volunteering at the Japanese Friendship Garden, an Aquarium visit and a 

Painting party. If you have an idea for a similar or completely new event, please 
contact one of the board members or share it at the monthly meeting. 

2018 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 13th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Jamie & Liz Coffey 

February  
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Gary & Susan Stowe 
 160th-18th: Chinese Cultural Fair 

March 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tim & Judy Restad 

April 
 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Dean Treadwell 
27th-29th: Home Show 

May           
 NO MEETING 
12th GPPS Pond Tour  9am-4pm 

June 
 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Don & Fern Shaw 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Alan & Molly Hanna 

October 
 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Dennis & Sue Beard 

November 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Bernard & Diana Ho 
BOD Election 

December 
 8th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith 
Holiday Potluck 

     White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Fantastic Food & Fun 

https://blog.thepondguy.com/2013/11/30/i-would-like-to-build-a-backyard-pond-what-do-i-need-to-know-decorative-ponds-water-gardens-q-a/
https://blog.thepondguy.com/2013/11/30/i-would-like-to-build-a-backyard-pond-what-do-i-need-to-know-decorative-ponds-water-gardens-q-a/


GPPS Executive Committee 

President Ron Christensen 480-861-5320 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard  secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Susan Stowe events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  
 

***If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, 

please send information like the page name and what needs to be changed or 

fixed to webmaster@phoenixponds.com*** 
 

 

 

 

WEB 101:  

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  

That URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  

You can make it a bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you 

highlight and copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address 

window NOTE:  there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm  

 -- Failure to type the underscore will result in an error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm


***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

PLEASE??…Annie has three large lava rocks that are 
free for the taking!  Contact her at 602-616-5138. She 
can send pictures to interested individuals. 
 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  
Or a question, tip, trick, recommendation or idea to 
share? Send your submission to: 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each 

month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due 

to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be 

emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance  $2697.63 
 

Income 
     Dues    $400.00 
 

Ending Balance  $3097.63 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS 

shirt yet?  You can have your shirt 

embroidered with the society logo for 

$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. Contact 

Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for more 

information or to place an order. 

mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com

