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The Next Meeting: September 9th at 9:00am. 

The September meeting will be held at the home of Chuck & Joy Basso. 
 

➢ Telephone:  480-436-4590 

➢ Address:  3118 W. Mako Road, Queen Creek, AZ 85142 
 

Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

It’s SEPTEMBER!!!   

You know what that means, Right?? 

Yep! We are back to having meetings & 

We have almost survived the summer! 
 



Letter from the President 
Hello fellow GPPS friends. I hope everyone had a 
great summer and was able to keep cool and keep 
their ponds going. I am afraid I am going to give in and 
start looking for a leak. I have blamed the heat and 
evaporation long enough. Time to start hunting for 
the leak and figuring out the damage. I hope it is not 
the main pond section because I told Fern if that was 
to occur we would redo the pond with some features 
she has wanted after seeing all your ponds. Thanks to 
all of you with bridges and bottom drains. 

Just got back today from a trip to San Antonio TX. Three adults and three kids (a 3 year 
old, 2 year old and 4 month old). The trip was 15 hours in a minivan. Drove all night so kids 
would sleep. We were going to have four adults on the way back my thoughtful and 
generous wife decided to spend 
another week with her sister and 
fly back. That is one type of trip I 
will never take again. Did not 
forget about the ponds while we 
were in San Antonio. Went to the 
Chinese Tea Garden and it was 
beautiful. Had to get our pond fix. 
I have enclosed a couple of 
pictures of the gardens. 

NEXT MEETING:  Summer is 
over and it is time to start 
meeting again. The 
September 16th meeting will 
be at the home of Chuck and 
Joy Basso. If you have not 
been to their place you are in 
for a treat. If you have been 
there they are constantly 
making changes and updates. 
Always something new. 

Don Shaw – GPPS President  

For more information,  
                         Go to saparksfoundation.org 



GPPS Painting Party! 
Thank you to everyone who came out for our first painting party!  Heather with Artistic 
Adventures sure had her work cut out for her instructing our group but she was very 
patient and made the experience fun.  I have done several of these parties now and I was 
super impressed with her and the studio! If you’re looking for a fun activity with friends, 
family or the kids, check them out….https://www.artisticadventuresphx.com/  

There is absolutely no doubt that you’ll see one or two of these beauties pop up in the 
White Elephant Gift Exchange at the Holiday Party in December.   

So…we have that to look forward to….  

Artist’s faces have been covered to protect their identity.  
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Just kidding, here we are…the good, the bad & the beautiful! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facts About Koi Fish - Kali Wyrosdic (http://www.petmd.com/fish/care/evr_fi_facts-about-koi-fish)  

What’s elegant, regal, and can be found gracing outdoor ponds and water gardens throughout the world? 
The koi fish, of course! These big, bright fish have been around for hundreds of years and make a great 
addition to any suitable garden pond or large water feature. 

Where Do Koi Come From? 
Koi are an ornamental species of fish that descend from the carp. In the 1600s, Chinese farmed carp in rice 
paddies, a practice that traveled to Japan, where the Japanese noticed odd color variations in some of the 
carp and bred them, creating the koi species. Koi used to only be found in red, white, black and blue, but 
have since been bred in different combinations of all the colors in the rainbow. The very first koi were bred 
almost exclusively in Japan. The Japanese bred koi fish for perfection, and some species were even prized 
in the collections of royal families and immortalized in royal artworks. It wasn’t until the 1900s that koi began 
to be bred parts of Europe, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

How Big do Koi Get? 
Koi fish are quite large and, with proper care, can grow to be between two and three feet in length. The 
Chagoi variety of koi get even larger – up to four feet long in some cases. Young koi can be kept in large 
indoor aquariums but need to be transferred to a large pond as they grow. They are a heavy-bodied fish with 
an average weight of around 35 pounds. Because they’re such a large fish, koi ponds need to be large. A 
good rule of thumb is that a pond should contain 500 to 1,000 gallons of water for each adult koi it houses. 
In order to thrive, Koi require high-quality, clean water in their ponds (which can be achieved using a filtration 
system designed for outdoor koi pond use). When properly raised and cared for, a koi fish can live up to 20 
years, sometimes longer. 

Can Koi Live with Other Fish? 
Koi are docile, social fish that enjoy living in pairs or groups. When considering whether or not to add a new 
fish to an existing habitat, always make sure that their environmental and nutritional requirements are the 
same as the current fish, and, in the case of adding a koi fish to an existing pond, make sure that the size of 
your pond is large enough to support a full-grown koi. Koi are truly friendly and will not eat other fish or fight 
with each other. If you are mixing species, make sure the same can be said for the other types of fish in your 
pond before adding koi. Not only are koi friendly to other fish, but they may also come up to the surface to 
say hello when they see their owner or when it’s time to eat. Some koi even like to be pet and will come to 
the surface for a little pat on the head. 

(http:/www.petmd.com/fish/care/evr_fi_facts-about-koi-fish


Aquaponics Center Tour 

Dr. George B. Brooks Jr. teaches a class at the Mesa Community College for the 

establishment, care, and selection of facilities for commercial production of animals and 

plants in a water-based closed system. You can follow him on LinkedIn 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/doctorgb/ or his website: http://nxthorizon.com/Home.html  

Dr. Brooks did not disappoint. We started in his air-conditioned class room for a PowerPoint 

presentation on aquaponics and the fish food market. Explaining the different types of 

potential fish farming to incorporate in your 

backyard adventure was eye-opening. Very 

interesting and as always, Dr. Brooks was 

engaging and informative. We then headed out 

to the actual greenhouse of hands-on projects. 

Yes, it was a HOT 108°! He described the 

different types of hydroponics systems… From 

clay balls to floating islands of food and huge 

PVC pipes with holes for the plants. Thank you, 

Dr. Brooks, for taking the time to demonstrate 

and show off your passion; much appreciated! 
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http://nxthorizon.com/Home.html


 
Japanese Moonviewing Festival 2017 

Friday, October 6 & Saturday, October 7, 2017 - 6:30 - 9:00 PM 
 

Otsukimi, or Japanese Moonviewing, is a traditional Japanese Celebration of the full 
moon. It is a unique, informative and intimate event. This honored tradition is celebrated 
at the garden every year and has consistently sold out.  
 

Due to high demand of this unique event we are extending the invitation to our guests 
for two nights. By doing so, we will preserve the peaceful serenity of this event while also 
being able to accommodate all our guests. We will light up the garden with candles and 
luminaries, please guests with entertainment from our talented musicians, offer 
traditional food, and leave guests with a feeling that they were a part of something 
special. A traditional Japanese tea demonstration will also take place at an additional cost.  
 

Guests will be served authentic Japanese tea by our tea ladies dressed in kimono in our 
tea garden. It is an experience that rarely takes place during regular operation hours. 
Space is limited. The cost for this demonstration is an additional $10.00 and is purchased 
at the event. 
 

Admission: $20-$25 (discounts will apply to members, youth & advance purchases) Tickets 
available at: www.brownpapertickets.com. Tickets are limited and sold on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Food and beverage will be available for purchase at an additional cost. 
 

Location: Japanese Friendship Garden of Phoenix  -  1125 N 3rd Ave Phoenix, AZ 85003 

www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org  -  602.274.8700 / info@jfgphx.org 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org/


   

 

 

 

 

Area of town: South Chandler 

Family: Two daughters.  One lives in San Luis Obispo, California.  One grand-dog and two cats by them. 
The other daughter lived in Kansas.  As of last week, I helped move her to Tucson.  After 30 years, she 
has come back to Arizona!!  She has given us 5 grandsons and 3 great grandsons, all of whom 
still0020live in Kansas.  It will be a work in progress to get most of them here :-)   

Profession(s): I worked the last 30 years as a medical transcriptionist for a hospital telecommuting from 
home.  Forced to retire in 2011 due to back troubles.  Tim retired last year from the construction industry, 
having been involved in different parts of the industry including building, and the last, tearing down!  He 
is working a couple days a week at Ace Hardware. 

Hobbies: Tim loves golf and his man cave at Ace. I enjoy photography, plants/gardening and creating 
just about anything. 

What got you involved with water gardening: Just always have loved a water feature. Tim and his 
brother dug our first pond here in Arizona (Ahwatukee) by hand (pick and hatchet) 30 years ago.  It was 
about 5 feet in diameter and about 3 feet deep.  It was simple and very pretty. 

What is your favorite part of water gardening: The plants, flowers, sound of waterfall……all of it!! 

Favorite fish: No favorite.  We enjoy them all.  We tried having no fish for a short time, but the pond was 
just not the same…..kinda lifeless.  We have a mix of goldfish and koi. 

Future plans: I can see as time goes on, we may be changing our pond to a pondless feature.  Less 
bending to do.  Now the one with the sore back is writing this while Tim is not here.  Don’t mention to 
him that is what I am thinking :-) 

2017 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 14th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Tammy Purtell 

February  
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Don & Dawn Jarratt 
 10th-12th: Chinese Cultural Fair 

March 
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Japanese Friendship Garden 

April 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Annie Foster &     
Mike Galeski 

28th-30th: Home Show 

May           
 NO MEETING 
13th GPPS Pond Tour  9am-4pm 

June 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jeff & Rita Karsten 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 9th: Meeting – 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 

October 
 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tanya & Ian Brown 

November 
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Ron & Penny Christensen 
BOD Election 

December 
 9th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith 
Holiday Potluck 

     White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Fantastic Food & Fun 

 
Member Corner Tim and Judy Restad 



GPPS Executive Committee 

President Don Shaw 602-332-8112 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Judy Restad  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Chris Krum  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  
 
 

 

***If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, 

please send information like the page name and what needs to be changed or 

fixed to webmaster@phoenixponds.com*** 
 
 

 

 

WEB 101:  

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  

That URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  

You can make it a bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you 

highlight and copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address 

window NOTE:  there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm  

 -- Failure to type the underscore will result in an error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm


***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
Need mosquito fish? Call Tanya Brown at (623) 451-3432 
 

PLEASE??…Annie has three large lava rocks that are 
free for the taking!  Contact her at 602-616-5138. She 
can send pictures to interested individuals. 
 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter?  
Or a question, tip, trick, recommendation or idea to 
share? Send your submission to: 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each 

month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due 

to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be 

emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance  $2998.91 
Expenses 
     Storage fee   $40.69 
 

Ending Balance  $2958.22 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS 

shirt yet?  You can have your shirt 

embroidered with the society logo for 

$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. Contact 

Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for more 

information or to place an order. 

mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com

