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2017 DUES ARE NOW DUE!!! 
 

Dues are $25.00 per individual/family and can be paid at  

the monthly meetings or mailed to our treasurer.    
 

Please send your payment to: Annie Foster 

3543 E. Rosemonte Drive, Phoenix, AZ  85050 
 

The Next Meeting: February 11th at 9:00am. 

The February meeting will be held at the home of Don & Dawn Jarratt. 
 

 Telephone:  480-649-3449 

 Address:  7151 E Grandview Street, Mesa, AZ  85207 
 

Bring your own lawn chairs and bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 
 

Meeting Speaker:  Jim Will from Maricopa County Vector Control will be 

speaking to the club about mosquito control. 
 



Letter from the President 

Thank you, Tammy and Eric for hosting the first meeting 
for 2017. Your back yard and pond look great. Another 
great meeting with friends and I enjoyed the meeting 
our new members Susan and Jackie.  

Pond Tour: I hope everyone is seriously thinking about 
signing up to put their pond on the GPPS annual tour 
on May 13, 2017. I think you would enjoy meeting and 
talking about your pond with everyone that will come 
and visit. We all work hard on our ponds to make them 
look nice, why not show them off to the public? If you are 
interested, let Judy know at jrest50@gmail.com. Also let 
Judy know if you are able to help in any way… I heard she 
is looking for advertising/marketing help! 

Greater Phoenix Chinese Week – GGP Booth: Thanks to 
everyone that stepped up and volunteered to work the booth. I will be sending each of you 
more information on about booth a week before you are to work the booth. It’s not too 
late to sign up, we can always use more people and you will enjoy the festivities! 

Home and Garden Show – GPPS Booth: I have contacted the Home and Garden show 
people and procured a booth for the show. It will be on April 28th, 29th and 30th. We have 
this booth every year approximately two weeks before the pond tour to promote our 
annual event. I hope everyone will consider working the booth this year. Volunteer at the 
booth and check out the show the rest of the time. I need some ideals of what we should 
do with the booth this year. We will probably be in an area similar to where we were at last 
year. I look forward to hearing your thoughts at our February meeting. 

February Meeting: The February meeting will be at the home of Don and Dawn Jarratt. We 
are having a speaker from the Maricopa County Vector Control to speak on mosquito 
control. I personally am excited about this as we struggle with those stealthy little buggers 
every year. 

Annual GPPS Dues: Hopefully, you’ve all renewed your GPPS membership; if not, please do. 
You can send your dues to Annie Foster; her address is posted in the newsletter or you can 
bring them to the meeting. If you are like me and can’t remember why you walked into a 
room–you can email Annie at anniespl@cox.net to ask if you dues are up to date. 

March Meeting: The March meeting will be at the Japanese Friendship Gardens. Della 
Killeen will be giving us a tour. You are in for a treat! 

GPPS Directory and Facebook: Don’t forget to get your pictures and descriptions in for the 
directory. Send to fdg1953@cox.net. Also like us on Facebook. 

Members Corner: Tanya has sent out the template for the member corner. I encourage 
everyone to respond… enquiring minds want to know! 

Don Shaw – GPPS President 

Thanks to Fern for supplying us with an 

updated picture of our club President! 



From the Editor: 

The poll question last month was to finish this 
thought,  

You know you're a "pond person" when.... 

What prompted this question was a recent 
visit to the Spa Avania at the Hyatt Regency 
Scottsdale Resort for a birthday massage.  As 
the attendant is showing us around the 
facility, we walk into the garden where there 
was a large pond!  (Clue the singing angels)  

It quickly became one of the highlights of the 
whole day!  You know you’re a pond person 
when….you get THAT excited about seeing a 
beautiful pond in an unexpected place.  
Keeping in mind that this picture was taken 
January 10, 2017.  CHECK OUT THOSE LILIES!!  
Seriously??  Tropical lilies in full bloom in 
January???  

So the masseuse, my friend (who fortunately 
understands my pond obsession), the waitress 
and the spa attendant all listened to me go on 
and on about the lilies.  Thank goodness the 
groundskeeper was not on site at the time 
(yes, I did ask) or my friend probably would 
have left me there and just picked me up later.  
I have long suspected that speaking “Pond” is 
a bit unusual in the outside world.  In fact, 
when I tell people I belong to a pond society, 
they often think I’m making it up and ask “Is 
that REALLY a thing???”  THIS type of 
response is why I am so thankful for 
our group!  In the Greater Phoenix 
Pond Society, I feel “normal” and I 
love that others share my love of 
water gardening.  Just TRY to read this 
list of club member responses without 
thinking to yourself…“Oh yeah, I do 
that too!” 

Tanya Brown - GPPS Editor 



Club Member Responses:  You know you're a "pond person" when.... 

...you use pictures of your pond and/or fish for a screen saver on your phone. 

...you worry if the fish are too cold in the winter or too hot in the summer. 

...you still get that excited feeling upon seeing that vibrant new fish swimming in synchrony 
with the familiar golds and silvers of the family school. 

...people first see your "amazing" pond and want you to tell the story behind it and you start 
with the filtration system. 

...every yard you visit without a pond you are figuring out where it should go. 

...you don't care about getting into muck. 

...you have other chores to do, walk outside and start playing with your pond, cleaning even if 
it does not need cleaning, playing with your fish or going back into the house and ordering 
something for the pond like a new net. 

...you don't mind that you smell like muck. 

...the first thing you do in a new home is dig a hole in the back yard! 

...the first thing you do in the morning is feed your pond fish. 

...you like getting muddy! 

...you always go over budget for "pond" in your accounting program.  

...you can spend hours on YouTube dreaming of building the BIG ONE! 

...your email has more people wanting to sell you pond stuff than any other product. 

...you think a perfect evening is sitting, staring at fish swimming lazily.  

...the highlight of the day/week is feeding your fish.  

...you talk about the health, the size and the number of fish that you think you have.  

...you will sit for hours on end, watching a frog or toad just SIT THERE waiting for a bug.  

...you will pay someone money for tadpoles to put in your pond.  

...you cannot be more excited than when your first water lily of the season blooms.   

...you have 5,000 pictures of your water lilies & half as many pictures of your grandchildren.  

...that black sludge you ARE PRIVILEGED to smell does not offend you. You consider it black 
gold & happily drain it onto your fruit trees.  

...you cannot go to sleep without the sound of your waterfall outside the window.  

 

 

 



 



 
Member Corner 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: North Phoenix 101 & 13th Ave. 

Family: Don and Fern, both veterans met on e-Harmony 10 years ago and the rest is history. 
Jointly 2 sons and 3 daughters, 2 grandsons, 1 granddaughter and one more grandson due 
in May. 

Profession: Don is retired military and does taxes for H&R Block during the tax season. Fern 
works from home in business development for a relocation company in Florida. 

Hobbies: Grandkids, travel, hiking, golf, baseball for Don and swip-swap for Fern. 

What you got involved with water gardening: Fern got Don involved when she saw a 
simple waterfall at the home and garden show… wow, has that concept grown!  

What is your favorite part of water gardening: Don: sitting beside the pond doing nothing. 
Fern: feeding the fish and Sparky, watching the froggies frolic and seeing the lilies bloom. 

Favorite Fish: Sluggo and Blackie. 

Future water gardening plans: Fern: a complete overhaul and a bridge; Don: we’re good. 

Are you interested in being interviewed for the Member Corner?  Please let Tanya know! 

2017 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 14th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Tammy Purtell 

February  
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Don & Dawn Jarratt 
 10th-12th: Chinese Cultural Fair 

March 
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Japanese Friendship Garden 

April 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Annie Foster &     
Mike Galeski 

May           
 NO MEETING 
13th GPPS Pond Tour  9am-4pm 

June 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jeff & Rita Karsten 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 9th: Meeting – 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 

October 
 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tanya & Ian Brown 

November 
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Ron & Penny Christensen 
BOD Election 

December 
 9th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith 
Holiday Potluck 

     White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Fantastic Food & Fun 

Don Shaw–GPPS President  

Fern Shaw–Very personal 

assistant to the President 



GPPS Executive Committee 

President Don Shaw 602-332-8112 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Judy Restad  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Chris Krum  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net 

Jon Jolly jonathan_jolly@hotmail.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance  $3290.96 
Income 
     Dues    $200.00 
Expenses 
     Storage fee   $39.67 
     Holiday cards    $49.39 
Ending Balance  $3401.90 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS 

shirt yet?  You can have your shirt 

embroidered with the society logo for 

$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. 

Contact Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for 

more information or to place an order. 

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
mailto:lctricfrog@cox.net


***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
FREE Turtles! Please contact Dave Nelson (480) 357-7205 

Need mosquito fish? Call Tanya Brown (623) 451-3432 
 

If you would like to advertise an item or service in the 

newsletter, send your submission to: 

newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 

Have a tip, trick, recommendation or idea? Send it newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 

 

***If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on the web pages, 

please send information like the page name and what needs to be changed or 

fixed to webmaster@phoenixponds.com*** 
 

 

WEB 101:  

If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL below.  That 

URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a password.  

You can make it a bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight 

and copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window NOTE:  

there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm  

 -- Failure to type the underscore will result in an error message.  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 

28th of each month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials become the 

property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that all submissions 

will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

