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2017 Holiday Party!!! 
 

It’s that time of year again!!  We will be having our annual holiday party, 
including the meeting, potluck and gift exchange on December 9th at 
11:00am.  Be aware that if you arrive at the usual meeting time, you may 
be required to clean Pet’s pond!   

The club will be supplying ham, chicken, drinks, plates and utensils.  We ask 
that members bring a side dish, dessert or other yummy treat to share.  After 
our short meeting, we will eat, drink and be merry!  Then comes the serious fun!!   

The White Elephant Gift Exchange!!  In case anyone is unfamiliar with the process, the way the 
exchange works is…Everyone who brings a wrapped gift will be given a ticket to determine the 
order of opening.  The gift should be something you have around the house or if you choose to buy 
a gift, don’t spend more than about $10.  As each number is drawn, the person will choose and open 
a gift.  The next person will have the option to choose and open a gift or steal a gift that was 
previously opened.  If a gift is stolen from you, you will choose and open another gift.  Gifts can only 
be stolen twice, then it stays with the person who last stole it.  Since the first person to choose and 
open a gift did not have the option to steal, once all the gifts have been opened, they have one shot 

at stealing any gift.  The bottom line…Don’t get too attached to what you open 
and remember that it’s meant to be a fun!  Even though some people might get 

a little “intense”…(FERN!  😊) 

Please note, you are not required to participate in the gift exchange, 
watching the chaos can be a lot of fun as well.  Please RSVP to the Evite 

so we know how many special “goodies” we need.  If you have not 
received the Evite, email Fern at fdg1953@cox.net.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone! 

Tanya Brown-GPPS Editor 

The Next Meeting: December 9th at 11:00am 

The December meeting will be held at the home of Pet & Richard Smith. 
 

➢ Telephone:  480-821-9412  

➢ Address:  3096 W. Ironwood Circle, Chandler, AZ 85226 
 

 Bring your lawn chairs & bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

 

mailto:fdg1953@cox.net


Letter from the President 
 

Hello fellow GPPS members! Thank you, Ron 
and Penny Christensen for hosting the 
November meeting. Your place looks great 
and I look forward to seeing your second 
pond when completed. You really take pride 
in your landscaping and ponds and it shows!  

A big thank you to all the officers that have 
served in 2017: Vice President-Judy Restad, 
Secretary-Sue Beard, Treasurer-Annie Foster, 
Event Coordinator-Chris Krum, Newsletter Editor-Tanya Brown, Librarian-Jeff 
Karsten, and Webmaster-Dennis Beard. It has been an honor serving on the board 
with each one of you and I appreciate all the help you provided. 

Congratulations and thank you to everyone that stepped up to fill our positions 
for next year: President-Ron Christensen, Vice President-Rita Karsten, Secretary-
Sue Beard, Treasurer-Annie Foster, Event Coordinator-Susan Stowe, Newsletter 
Editor-Tanya Brown, Librarian-Jeff Karsten, and Webmaster-Dennis Beard.  

December Meeting: Do not forget the December meeting is at the pond of 
Richard and Pet Smith. The meeting will be Saturday morning 12/09/2017 at 11:00 
am. We will have a short meeting followed by a potluck dinner. After eating we 
will have a White Elephant gift exchange. Bring a treasure from your garage or 
attic. If you are going to buy a gift, do not spend over $10. We always have a great 
time. I hope you can join us for this annual party. If you have any questions please 
call or email. 

Rocks, boulders, and dirt, Oh my! We are moving our pond so all of the rocks, 
boulders, pea gravel, dirt, and plants are free for the taking! Call me for a time to 
pick up. 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving that involved lots of food and 
great times with family! 

See you at the December meeting. 

Don Shaw – GPPS President 

 

 



Southern Arizona Koi Association Koi Show 

November 10-12, 2017 

Several GPPS members ventured down to Tucson for this year’s show and brought home some beautiful 
fish.  Thanks to Dennis Beard for sending in some pictures of the event and the beautiful fish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few of the fish 

Sue & Dennis 

Beard purchased. 

Alan Hanna’s 

award winning 

Tancho. 



Alan Hanna went down to not only buy some fish but also compete for the first time.  To say the least, 
it was a successful venture!  Alan brought home several VERY cool, custom painted awards and some 
great lessons that will no doubt help in future competitions.  Congratulations Alan!!  We look forward 
to cheering you on during future events! 
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How to Compost in the Desert 

By Jane Gates  (https://www.hunker.com/13404732/how-to-compost-in-the-desert)  

Composting using a compost pile is the most efficient way to recycle organic material, including kitchen 
and garden waste. You can dig organic waste directly into soil, but it will need time to break down 
efficiently and some organic matter can carry disease. All composting works on the concept that organic 
waste will break down into a rich, natural fertilizer if conditions encourage the growth of microbes and 
insects that help break down the waste. Although the concept of composting is the same wherever you 
live, composting in the desert requires special attention. 

Step 1 - Build a porous container to hold your composting material that is large enough to hold at least 
a cubic yard. Suggested methods include: using a frame with posts and wire mesh walls; building a 
contained area with wooden palettes set on their sides; punching holes in a large trash can; or buying 
any of the diverse compost container models on the market. 

Step 2 - Set up your composting container close enough to the house where it is convenient, but far 
enough away that you won't attract wildlife. In the desert the sun will help heat up your compost pile, 
so don't position your compost pile in the shade. The warmer your compost pile gets, the faster the 
materials will break down into useful compost. A fast-working compost heap will warm to 120 to 140 
degrees Fahrenheit in the center. 

Step 3 - Gather your organic waste and layer moist products such as green garden material with drier 
additives such as dry, crispy leaves. 

Step 4 - Water the compost heap on a regular basis. If a compost pile dries out, the microbes and insects 
that help decompose the composting materials will flee or die, and your heap will slow its 
decomposition. Don't keep the heap wet, but aim for 40 percent to 60 percent moisture retention. With 
the dry air of desert climates, check your compost pile often to make sure it feels damp. 

Step 5 - Turn your compost heap frequently to keep moist and drier materials mixed and to give all of 
your ingredients a chance to be exposed to the warmest temperatures in the center of the pile. Because 
desert climates can be hot and dry, turning the materials in your heap is particularly important to keep 
all the contents decomposing at a similar rate. 

Step 6 - Bury food products from the kitchen or garden in the middle of the compost pile where they 
will attract less attention. Natural desert areas harbor plenty of rodents, but they aren't welcome in 
your compost pile. 

Step 7 - Add compost to your mulch and soil. Desert gardens usually have soil that is either sandy or 
rocky. Due to the lack of natural growth, desert soils are hungry for organic matter. Adding compost 
made from your own compost pile will save you the work of hauling off waste from your kitchen or 
garden and supply you with the perfect soil amendments to make your garden thrive—for free. 
 

Composting in the City of Phoenix  

The City of Phoenix website also offers some great resources for composting including information 
about the Certified Organics program and Curbside Green Organics Container program.  Residents can 
dispose of their yard waste by using a composter or mulcher.  City of Phoenix composters (constructed 
from old garbage cans) can be obtained at a city transfer station for $5.00. Call 602-262-6251 for more 
information.  Check it out!  

https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworks/garbage/disposable/composting-and-green-organics  

https://www.hunker.com/13404732/how-to-compost-in-the-desert
https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworks/garbage/disposable/composting-and-green-organics


 
  

 

GPPS Executive Committee 

President Don Shaw 602-332-8112 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Judy Restad  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Annie Foster  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Chris Krum  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Brown  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Chuck Basso  1chuckbasso@gmail.com  

2017 GPPS Meetings & Events 
January 
 14th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Tammy Purtell 

February  
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Don & Dawn Jarratt 
 10th-12th: Chinese Cultural Fair 

March 
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Japanese Friendship Garden 

April 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Annie Foster &     
Mike Galeski 

28th-30th: Home Show 

May           
 NO MEETING 
13th GPPS Pond Tour  9am-4pm 

June 
 10th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jeff & Rita Karsten 

July       
 NO MEETING 

August     
 NO MEETING 

September 
 9th: Meeting – 9am 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 

October 
 14th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tanya & Ian Brown 

November 
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Ron & Penny Christensen 
BOD Election 

December 
 9th: Meeting - 11am  

Hosts: Richard & Pet Smith 
Holiday Potluck 

     White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Fantastic Food & Fun 

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com


***Sale, Trade, or Free*** 
 

Pond Overhaul!  Call Don Shaw to arrange to pick up free 
rocks, boulders, dirt, gravel and plants! 

PLEASE??…Annie has three large lava rocks that are free 
for the taking!  Contact her at 602-616-5138. She can send 
pictures to interested individuals. 

Have an item or service to advertise in the newsletter? Or 
a tip, trick, recommendation or idea to share? Send your 

submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 

 

***If anyone finds a broken link or out of date 

information on the web pages, please send 

information like the page name and what 

needs to be changed or fixed to 

webmaster@phoenixponds.com*** 
 

 

WEB 101:  

If a member wishes to view archived Club 

Newsletters they must use the URL below.  

That URL is not a link from any of our pages.  

There is no need for a password.  

You can make it a bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you highlight 

and copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's address window 

NOTE:  there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive and the .htm   Failure to 

type the underscore will result in an error message.   

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GPPS Newsletter 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out by 

the end of each month. All submissions are subject to review and all materials 

become the property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that 

all submissions will be printed. 

 

Treasurers Report 

Starting Balance  $2911.66 
Income 
     Dues    $25.00 
Expenses 
     Storage    $40.69 
     Raffle Books   $15.82 
 

Ending Balance  $2880.15 

mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com
http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm

