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 Japanese Friendship Garden 
 

 2016-2017 Volunteer Orientation  
 Come learn about volunteer      
 opportunities for a brand new season!   
 Meet with docents, ambassadors, gift shop volunteers, tea volunteers   
 and garden volunteers as we get ready for a new exciting season.  
 

  Come make a difference for the garden and our community. 
 

    Saturday, September 3rd 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
    Orientation will be held at  
    The Irish Cultural Center, 1106 N Central Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

  
 

Pond Happenings 
A Monthly Newsletter 

Published by the Greater 
Phoenix Pond Society 

September 2016  

Next Meeting: September 10
th

 at 9:00 a.m. 

The September meeting will be held at the home of Chuck & Joy Basso. 
 

 Telephone: 480-436-4590 

 Address:  3118 W. Mako Rd, Queen Creek, AZ 85142 
   

Please use MapQuest/Google Maps for directions and bring your own lawn chairs 

and bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 
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Pond Happenings 

Letter from the President 
Hopefully the heat is on the way out and we are headed for a 
great fall. I hope you all have had a good summer. Our 
September meeting will be at the pond of Chuck and Joy 
Basso. They have a nice pond and a really neat pump house.  

Again I am going to ask for every one for assistance in updating 
our GPPS directory. It’s not too hard or time consuming. Just 
send a picture and description of your pond and yourself to 
Fern Shaw at fdg1953@cox.net.  

If you did not know we also have a Facebook page. If you are a face-booker search 
Greater Phoenix Pond Society. Like us and add to our page. 

Some sad news. One of our members, Michael Walls, died unexpectedly on 8/11/16. 
Mike had a pond in central Phoenix and was on the pond tour the last couple of years. 
His pond and picture are in the GPPS directory. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his 
family. 

Sorry for the brevity, not a lot to say this month and I am a man that tries not to ramble. 

Don Shaw 

GPPS-President 
 

 
 

 

 

Our brother Michael Edward Walls died unexpectedly on 
Wednesday morning, August 11, 2016. He is survived by his 
sister, Susan Walls-Bortman and his brother M Kassapa. 
Michael had many friends, great parties including his yearly 
Christmas gathering with his famous potato soup and his vast 

array of frosted cookies, as well as the 
magical show of colored lights strung 
down his roof. He was very creative, 
starting with a many year project of a 
10,000 gallon koi pond with 
surrounding fountains and compete 
with a place to relax. He was a hiker, camper, and mountain bike 
enthusiast. He loved his animals. We will miss our brother 
Michael.  Published in The Arizona Republic on Aug. 20, 2016 
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Old Pond Syndrome  Retrieved from http://sacramentokoi.com 
Old pond syndrome is not a recognized term but the problem is. This is where some koi are 
kept in a pond for more than 8 to 10 years isolated by themselves. No new fish of any kind 
were introduced to the pond. What seems to happen is that the koi’s immune system begins to 
weaken. Because they have not been exposed to any new viruses their immune system 
becomes inadequate. Then, when a new healthy koi is introduced to the pond the existing koi’s 
immune system gets broadsided and they die. 

The first time I saw this was 7 years ago. A customer had too many koi in her pond and wished 
to sell some of them. I purchased two nice koi from her, brought them home and promptly 
placed them in my quarantine with two small healthy koi who had been in that tank for some 
time. Within 3 days both the new koi became lethargic, laid on the bottom of the tank and 
died. I tested everything I could think of that might have contributed to their death and found 
nothing. No parasites or soars. The existing two koi stayed perfectly healthy. Three months 
later she contacted me and wanted to sell her beautiful showa. I told her that I had not had 
much success with the last two koi I purchased but did not know why. She asked me to take 
this koi and see what happens. I placed this koi in a different pond with different koi and in 
three days it also died. It turned out that she had a pond full of koi that she could never sell. 
Additionally, she could never add a new koi without the risk of losing them all. 

Because of this poor economy many people have been forced to sell their homes. This has 
created a market flooded with koi for sale. Two times in the last 18 months I have seen 
individuals who purchased a whole collection of koi watch them all die within one week after 
introducing them into their existing koi pond. In both cases, the purchased koi had been 
isolated for over 10 years without being exposed to another koi. 

I have noticed on several occasions when we introduced a new koi to one of our customer’s 
ponds the existing koi became very sluggish for several days afterwards. Then after several 
days they all perk up again. It appears that the new koi introduced a new virus (like a cold germ 
to us) and it took a few days for the koi to recover. The problem is when they are isolated for 
years and then get hit with a bunch of viruses all at the same time. It becomes too much for 
them to handle. 

What can you do with this information? Anytime you purchase koi from a private collection, be 
careful. If they have not added a new koi for years you might wish to bring up the possibility 
that their koi might be too immune deficient to survive elsewhere. At that point the two of you 
might talk about how to handle that possibility. If purchasing a whole collection you might take 
one or two of the least expensive koi and place them in a tank with one of your koi for one 
week. You will know if you have a problem within one week. How do you prevent this from 
happening to your collection? Do not go more than five years without introducing at least one 
new koi to your collection. I know coming from a koi dealer that this sounds like a sales pitch 
but the problem is real. 
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Monthly Poll Results 

Since our July question was a long one, I decided to make the August question a 
simple yes or no question.  Well…that didn’t work out the way I thought it would!!  
As with everything pond-related…the answers were complicated!  Of the 20 
people who responded to the poll question, 55% name their fish while 45% do not 
name their fish.  Some people were split, they name some of their fish and not 
others. 

My take on the name subject…yes, I name mine.  After the total loss of all my fish 
in my older pond, I had to start over in the new pond.  I started with fourteen 
feeder goldfish….only three of which survived so they certainly earned their 
names, Spot, Righty and Red.  Don and Fern gave me two koi, Sunny & Sparky 
(originally named Spartacus but I have trouble remembering that name) and a 
large nameless goldfish that became Misty.  Then I bought four smaller koi who I 
named Casper, Skeletor, Goldie and Lemon Drop.  But what of my countless 
gambusia?  (Ok, I could probably count them but it would take forever and they 
would multiply again in the time it would take to count them!)  I refer to the 
mosquito fish as the “Lazy Herd” since they much prefer cheerios to eating the 
mosquito larva their name suggests.   

Several people commented that they have too many to name and others said that 
naming them only makes it hurt more when they are carried off by a bird.  Can you 
imagine Della trying to name every fish at the Japanese Friendship Garden??  
Mind boggling!  Whether you name your fish or not, we can all enjoy the benefits 
of watching their relaxing swimming, ravenous meal times and wild playfulness. 

Tanya MancinoTanya Mancino-GPPS Editor 
 

 

Need help with your pond? 

Judy Restad recommends Ralph at Pondscapes!  Located in Queen Creek but they 
serve clients throughout the greater Phoenix area. Services include, but are not 
limited to, general ongoing or periodic pond and water feature maintenance, fish 
selection and pond acclimation, and large scale complex designs including 
advanced rock and plant landscaping incorporations.  If you need help with your 
pond, check them out!  You can call them at 480-987-7781 for more information or 
check out their website http://www.pondscapesaz.com.  

http://www.pondscapesaz.com/
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GPPS Executive Committee 

President Don Shaw 602-332-8112 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Jonathan Dean  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Tammy Purtell  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Mancino  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

*Committee emails updated as of 2/19/16 
  

GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net 

Jon Jolly jonathan_jolly@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS 
shirt yet?  You can have your shirt 

embroidered with the society logo for 
$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. 

Contact Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for 
more information or to place an order.  

 

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
mailto:lctricfrog@cox.net
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2016 – YEAR AT A GLANCE MEETINGS & EVENTS 

January 
 9th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Laurie Ramsbacher 
 

February  
 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Don & Dawn Jarratt 
 

March 
 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Jamie Coffey 
Topic: TBD 

April 
 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jeff & Rita Karsten 
Topic: TBD  

May  
 NO MEETING 

Annual GPPS Pond Tour   
9:00 am-4:00 pm 

June 
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tim & Judy Restad 
Topic: TBD 

July 
 NO MEETING 
 

August 
 NO MEETING 

 

September 
 10th: Meeting – TBD 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
Topic: TBD 

October 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Tanya Mancino 
Topic: TBD 

November 
 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Annie Foster 
Topic: BOD Election 

December 
 10th: Meeting - 11am  

Richard & Pet Smith  
Topic: P.A.R.T.Y. 

 Pot Luck Extravaganza 
 White Elephant Gift Exchange 

Fantastic Food & Fun 

 
 

 

WEBMASTER:  
 

It is better net etiquette to end all e-mails or messages with a signature block,  
See mine below:  
  
Dennis E. Beard, Lt. Colonel(US Army Ret.), MA  
dbeard_html@hotmail.com, webmaster@phoenixponds.com   
GPPS webmaster:  www.phoenixponds.com  
HTML/DHTML/XHTML and ColdFusion Editor/Designer 

 

 

***If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on 
the web pages, please send information like the page name 
and what needs to be changed or fixed to 
webmaster@phoenixponds.com*** 

https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=dbeard_html%40hotmail.com
https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=webmaster%40phoenixponds.com
https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.phoenixponds.com
mailto:webmaster@phoenixponds.com***
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GPPS Newsletter 
 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each 
month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th 
of each month. All submissions are subject to 
review and all materials become the property 
of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not 
guaranteed that all submissions will be 
printed. Submissions can be emailed to 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Balance as of 7/25/2016 $3182.32 
 

 

Expenses 
    Storage (July & August) $36.62 
  
Balance as of 8/25/2016 $3145.70 
 

****Sale, Trade, or Free**** 

 
FREE Goldfish and Turtles, please contact  

Dave Nelson at (480) 357-7205 
 

Water lilies available in Queen Creek: call Johnny Chou 
at 480-279-0159 for details 
 

Free goldfish & water lilies available North Phoenix: call 
Betsy Allan 602-504-9120 (home) or 602-615-0464 (cell) 
for details 

 

If you would like to advertise an item or service in the newsletter, send your 
submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 

Have a tip, trick, recommendation or idea? Send it newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 

 
 

 

WEB 101:  
If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the URL 
below.  That URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need for a 
password.  
You can make it a bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that you 
highlight and copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your browser's 
address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore (_) between the gppsarchive 
and the .htm  
 

 
  

-- Failure to type the underscore will result in an error message. 
  
 

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 

mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.phoenixponds.com%252FNews%252Fgppsarchive_.htm

