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Pond Happenings 
A Monthly Newsletter 

Published by the Greater 
Phoenix Pond Society 

February 2016  

It’s that time of the year… dues are due! 

 

2016 Dues are $25.00 per individual/family and are 

payable by December 31st.   

 

Please send your payment to: 

Jon Dean 

831 S. Longmore St. 

Chandler, AZ 85224 

 

Next Meeting: February 13th at 9:00 a.m. 

The January meeting will be held at the home of Don & Dawn Jarratt. 

 

 Telephone: 480-649-3449 

 Address:  7151 E. Grandview St. Mesa, AZ 85207 

   

Please use MapQuest/Google Maps for directions and bring your own lawn chairs 

and bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available 
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President's Letter 

 

I’m ready for the weather to warm up, are you? Just a little and not too 
much too quick. Thank you, Laurie Ramsbacher for hosting the 
January meeting. I especially enjoyed your pet Canadian geese that 
you obviously trained to fly in and land right at the start of the meeting. 
Your pond looked amazing with lilies still blooming (ours disappeared 
quite a while ago) and everyone had a great time.  

 
A topic of discussion at the meeting 
was whether to have the donation 
containers at the pond tour or not. 
There isn’t a ton of money collected 
(about $150), so is it worth the effort? 
If yes, we should collect the money 
for a charity… but which charity? 
Club members were asked to 
consider the subject and bring their 
thoughts to the next meeting – so 
come with your ideas. 

 
I received our Tax Identification Number and opened the 
new bank account at MidFirst Bank. The money has been 
transferred from Chase Bank and we now have 
eliminated monthly charges saving the club $168 a year 
and are also meeting the IRS rules. Our new treasurer 
Jonathan is now ready to start writing checks. I guess at 
this time I ought to reminder everyone that the 2016 
Membership Dues are now due. 
 
If you have not heard from our VP Rita Karsten, you will 
soon. She is looking for members that are willing to show 
off their pond and backyard on May 14th. This year it is 
not on Mother’s Day weekend so it will be interesting to 
see if that helps or hinders visitors. We have had our 
pond on the tour several times and it was very enjoyable 
meeting other pond enthusiasts and just sharing the fruit 
of our labor. It also helps motivate you to get that ‘little 
project’ done or at least provides a good reason to get 
that spring cleaning done and spruce up the back yard. 
The February meeting will be at the home of Don and 
Dawn Jarratt. Hope to see you there!  
 
Don Shaw - GPPS-President 
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Thank you to 

everyone who 

shared their 

favorite part of 

water gardening!! 

Here are some 

of the great 

answers I 

received: 

My favorite part of water gardening is simply 
watching my fish. The Koi are so beautiful as 
they stay busy slowly swimming in the water 
garden. I love to just sit and watch them with 
a cup of coffee in the morning and a glass of 
wine in the evening. For me it's an extremely 
relaxing experience. Even cleaning the water 
garden and tending to the plants it's all part 

of the relaxing experience for me. 
 

Two things... when 
my lilies bloom and 
feeding my fishies! 

The sense of calm I get 
from the sound of the 

running water & watching 
the fish swim around. 

 
Enjoying the flowers 

Butterfly 
Koi! 

The sound 
of the 

waterfall 

Favorite part of water 
gardening?  

hmmmmm.   Getting 
elbow deep in mud 

and enjoying it! 

Sound of flowing 
water 

I like to listen 
to our 

waterfall! 

Enjoy watching the fish! 

Seeing all the 
flowers in even 
the hottest time 

of year. 

Building 
ponds 

I’m not much on the words 
department, but I like the 
flowers, mostly water lilies 

and the birds the water 
sanctuary brings in.  Crazy 

about those water lilies! 

My favorite part of 
ponding....the snails and 

dragonflies.  I hadn't 
realized how many and 
varied of each of those 

there are. 

My favorite part is the 
design and 

fabrication. That's 
why I'm continually 
looking to change it. 

We love the beauty of 
water gardens and 

providing water resource 
for birds and bees (and 

of course our fish). 

My favorite is I am 
alone with my 
thoughts when 

working in the pond. 

The soothing sound 
of the waterfall 

Watching the fish 
and listening to 

the water dance. 

Tranquility.... But 
currently redoing 

pond. Major work but 
worth it. 

The sound of the waterfall, 
small birds taking a bath in 
the stream bed, the variety 
of pond plants, the sight of 

the goldfish at sundown 
coming out of the fish cave. 
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WANDA’S  
WORLD   

 

 

 

 

 

Well, we all survived the holidays and that miserable cold weather.  Some of my 
friends are not looking their best.  Warmer weather and some TLC will transform 

them to their former glory.  Not to 
brag, but … I still look smashing.  
Lordy, all of them better cooperate - 
they need to get fancied up for the 
pond tour (May 14th)! 
 
One of my friends, Lucy, welcomes 
pond visitors that come through the 
gate and down the sidewalk.  She 
lives on a trellis made by my c.o., 
Jeff.  Lucy is a Mexican Flame Vine.  
We call her Lucy for her flame reddish 
orange showy flowers. (kinda reminds 
us of Lucy Ricardo) 
 
Lucy is one of my easy going friends.  
She loves the sun, doesn’t care what 
the soil is like, as long as it drains 
well.  My c.o. has many of her 
progenies in pots and other areas 
because she can just trim some 
pieces off and stick them in the soil.  
Voila, new little Lucys! 
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KEY 
 

Wanda = Weeping Juniper 

Robby = Phoenix Robelinnii 

Queenie = Queen Palm 

Phil = Philodendron Giganteum 

Tammy = Taro  

Diablo = Spanish Dagger 

Herbie= Yerba Mansa 

Charlotte = White Spider Lily 

Manuel = Mexican Bird of Paradise 

Rue = Ruellia 

Geena = Mexican Shrimp Plant 

Lucy = Mexican Flame Vine 

C-O’s = Co-Owners (Jeff & Rita) 

The hummingbirds and butterflies are 
regular visitors to her beautiful 
flowers.  Sometimes Lucy gets a little 
damaged from extreme bouts of heat 
or cold.  That’s just fine though 
because she needs occasional 
haircuts to encourage flowers on the 
whole vine rather than just on the 
ends of them.  I’m sure my c.o. would 
be happy to give you some of the 
cuttings if you want to start some little 
Lucys of your own. 
 
I hope you all enjoy the pictures of 
Lucy.  Have a wonderful month and 
consider showing off your pond/yard 
on this year’s POND TOUR, May 
14th.  My c.o., Rita, would love to 
have you join the fun.  Just contact 
her to be a pond tour host or with any 
questions. 
 
Wanda 
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During a recent visit to the Japanese Friendship Garden I 
found a little piece of serenity… 

 
 
And of 
course 
I fed 
the 
fish. 
 

Tanya - 
Editor 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For more  
information visit: 

www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org/  
 
 
 
 

Watch the event 
calendar for an 

upcoming GPPS 
volunteer event at 

the garden! 
 

http://www.japanesefriendshipgarden.org/
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GPPS Executive Committee 

President Don Shaw 602-332-8112 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Jonathan Dean  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Tammy Purtell  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Mancino  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 
 

GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net 

Jon Jolly tcferret@hotmail.com 

 

 

Can you guess what is playing in my pond construction site by the tracks it left?  
Send your guess to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
mailto:lctricfrog@cox.net
mailto:tcferret@hotmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Bruce Munro: Sonoran Light at the Desert Botanical Garden 
January 1, 2016 to February 27, 2016 
Recurring weekly on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
Phone: (480) 481-8188 
Time: 5 p.m.-10 p.m. 
Price: $25 adults; $12.50 children ages 3-12 
https://www.dbg.org/events/bruce-munro-sonoran-light  

 
Waste Management Phoenix Open 
Scottsdale Tournament Players Club (TPC Scottsdale) 
17020 North Hayden Road Scottsdale, AZ 
February 4, 2016 - February 7, 2016 
Phone: (602) 870-0163 
Time: Varies 
Price: Daily General Admission $25 
https://wmphoenixopen.com/  

 
Glendale Chocolate Affaire 
Historic Downtown Glendale, in Murphy Park 
58th and Glendale Ave Glendale, AZ 
February 5, 2016 - February 7, 2016 
Phone: (623) 930-2299 
Time: Friday 5 p.m.-10 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sunday 12 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Price: Free 
http://www.glendaleaz.com/events/  

 
Arizona Renaissance Festival 
12601 East Highway 60 Gold Canyon, AZ 
Dates: February 6, 2016 to March 27, 2016 
Recurrence: Recurring weekly on Sunday, Saturday 
Phone: (520) 463-2600 
Time: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Price: General admission: $24 adults, $21 for seniors 60 and active and/or retired adult military 
personnel and their spouses, $12 children 5-12, children under 12 free. 
http://www.royalfaires.com/arizona/ 

 
Phoenix Chinese Week Culture and Cuisine Festival 
Dates: February 12, 2016 - February 14, 2016 
Phone: (480) 352-3467 
Time: Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; Saturday: 10:00 am-5:00pm; Sunday: 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Price: Free 
http://www.phoenixchineseweek.org/   

https://www.dbg.org/events/bruce-munro-sonoran-light
https://wmphoenixopen.com/
http://www.glendaleaz.com/events/
http://www.royalfaires.com/arizona/
http://www.phoenixchineseweek.org/
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2016 – YEAR AT A GLANCE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

January 
 9th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Laurie Ramsbacher 
 

February  
 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Don & Dawn Jarratt 
Topic: TBD 

March 
 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Jamie Coffey 
Speaker: TBD 

April 
 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Tammy Purtell 
Topic: TBD  

May  
 NO MEETING 
 14th Annual GPPS Pond Tour  

9:00 am-4:00 pm 

June 
 13th: Meeting - 9am 
 Host: Tim & Judy Restad 

July 
 NO MEETING 
 

August 
 NO MEETING 

 

September 
 10th: Meeting - TBD 

October 
 18th: Meeting - 9am 

Tanya Mancino 
Topic: TBD 

November 
 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Topic: BOD Election 
 Host: Annie Foster 

December 
 10th: Meeting - 11am  

Richard & Pet Smith  
Topic: P.A.R.T.Y. 

 Pot Luck Extravaganza 
 White Elephant Gift Exchange 

Fantastic Food & Fun 
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    ****Sale, Trade, or Free**** 

 
 

FREE Goldfish and Turtles, please contact  
Dave Nelson at (480) 357-7205 

 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to advertise an item or service in the newsletter, send your 
submission to: newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 
 
Have a tip, trick, recommendation or idea? Send it newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t fish in my pond! 

 

 

GPPS Newsletter 
 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent 
out the 28th of each month. All submissions are subject to review and all 
materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not 
guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed 
to newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com

