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How can I fight algae in my pond? 
Floating surface plants - 60% to 65% of your pond surface should be covered 
unless you are in the deep shade. Potted surface plants such as lilies need at 
least five hours of sun per day to flower and should be fertilized on a regular 
basis. Remember lilies do not like water splashed on them. Place them away 
from waterfalls and fountains.   

Retrieved from http://www.webbsonline.com/PondFAQs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

  
 

Pond Happenings 
A Monthly Newsletter 

Published by the Greater 
Phoenix Pond Society 

August 2016  

Next Meeting: September 10th at 9:00 a.m. 

The September meeting will be held at the home of Chuck & Joy Basso. 
 

 Telephone: 480-436-4590 

 Address:  3118 W. Mako Rd, Queen Creek, AZ 85142 
   

Please use MapQuest/Google Maps for directions and bring your own lawn chairs 

and bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 
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Pond Happenings 

Letter from the President 
 

Hope everyone is enjoying their summer and 
had a chance to cool down somewhere. Two 
hours gets you to Payson, Sedona or 
Prescott. We went to Branson Missouri for a 
week, but can’t say we cooled down that 
much as the lower temperature was 
countered with lots of humidity. We did get in 
some hiking and enjoyed a relaxing kayak 
trip along a lake. Many friendly blue herons 
along the coast line reminded us that our fish 
back home needed protection from them. It was fun seeing them on the 
lake instead of hearing about their visits to GPPS members’ ponds. 
Hopefully, it has been a heron-free summer for GPPS members! 

Had a little excitement once we got home from Branson. We checked the 
pond and everything looked great so unloaded our suitcases and settled in 
for a long summer’s nap. Next morning… “Surprise!”. I looked out the 
window and could not see any water in the pond. Went out real quick to see 
what was going on and found the Koi swimming in about eight inches of 
water. Threw the water hose in to start giving the fish a little more swimming 
room and started to look for the problem. Went around the back of the pond 
and found the hose had popped off the UV light. Thus all the water from the 
pond was everyplace but in the pond. All is good now. Good thing we did 
not sleep in that morning. 

WANTED: Pictures and descriptions for GPPS Directory. If you have not 
opened the directory yet, please take the time to do so. When you look at it 
and do not see a picture or description by your name, please send the 
information to complete your section. The directory is a great way to help 
identify member of the pond society. Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

There is no meeting in August. Next meeting will be September 10th. Enjoy 
the rest of your summer and try and stay cool! 

Don Shaw 
GPPS-President 
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Monthly Poll Results 

There were some great responses to the latest monthly poll question, a big thanks 
to everyone who participated!  The question was: 

Did you build your pond or have someone built it for you?  If you had it to do 
over, would you do the same way? Why or why not? 

Of the eighteen responses I received, 50% built their own pond and 50% had their 
ponds built by a contractor.  Both groups said that they would do it the same way 
if they had to do it over again. 

Many of our members loved the professional pond builders who built their ponds 
while others learned the hard way that not every pond builder is a professional.  A 
few people said they would find a different contractor to build their pond.  One 
member mentioned the virtues of having the contractor move the large boulders 
into place with a crane. Could be the greatest way EVER to move large boulders!  

Most of the individuals who built their own pond were happy with the experience 
shy of a few changes.  I loved one comment from a member, “there's no better 
feeling then to look at the work that you put in to making a backyard environment 
so comfortable and inviting and it gives you the opportunity to put what's in your 
head into your backyard.”  I couldn’t agree more and it’s an awesome way of 
looking at the months of digging and hauling rocks!   

Some of the changes our members would make if they had it to do over…  Built it 
bigger, have more shade, add a bottom drain, make it flat on the bottom for 
potted plants, make it a different shape (narrower to add a bridge), using a liner 
instead of concrete, NOT building in the summer, creating a more natural look, 
different types of filtration and the use of plants (either more or less).  There were 
also learning experiences along the way like the unanticipated degree of 
maintenance, the cost of replacing equipment, landscaping choices and placement 
in the yard.  

No matter if we build our own ponds or hire a contractor to build them for us, we 
have the same love of the water, the beautiful environment, the wildlife and the 
overall relaxation we receive from our ponds.  And whether your pond is a 
tabletop water garden or giant lake, we share a mutual enthusiasm for the beauty 
of nature and all are welcome in the Greater Phoenix Pond Society. 

Tanya Mancino-GPPS Editor 
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GPPS Executive Committee 

President Don Shaw 602-332-8112 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Jonathan Dean  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Tammy Purtell  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor Tanya Mancino  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

*Committee emails updated as of 2/19/16 
  

GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net 

Jon Jolly jonathan_jolly@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Do you have your embroidered GPPS 
shirt yet?  You can have your shirt 

embroidered with the society logo for 
$10 or $20 including a polo shirt. 

Contact Tanya at tanyam6@cox.net for 
more information or to place an order.  

 

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
mailto:lctricfrog@cox.net
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2016 – YEAR AT A GLANCE MEETINGS & EVENTS 

January 
 9th: Meeting – 9am 

Host: Laurie Ramsbacher 
 

February  
 13th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Don & Dawn Jarratt 
 

March 
 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Jamie Coffey 
Topic: TBD 

April 
 9th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Jeff & Rita Karsten 
Topic: TBD  

May  
 NO MEETING 

Annual GPPS Pond Tour   
9:00 am-4:00 pm 

June 
 11th: Meeting - 9am 

Hosts: Tim & Judy Restad 
Topic: TBD 

July 
 NO MEETING 
 

August 
 NO MEETING 

 

September 
 10th: Meeting – TBD 

Hosts: Chuck & Joy Basso 
Topic: TBD 

October 
 8th: Meeting - 9am 

Tanya Mancino 
Topic: TBD 

November 
 12th: Meeting - 9am 

Host: Annie Foster 
Topic: BOD Election 

December 
 10th: Meeting - 11am  

Richard & Pet Smith  
Topic: P.A.R.T.Y. 

 Pot Luck Extravaganza 
 White Elephant Gift Exchange 

Fantastic Food & Fun 

 
 

 

WEBMASTER:  
 

It is better net etiquette to end all e-mails or messages with a signature block,  
See mine below:  
  
Dennis E. Beard, Lt. Colonel(US Army Ret.), MA  
dbeard_html@hotmail.com, webmaster@phoenixponds.com   
GPPS webmaster:  www.phoenixponds.com  
HTML/DHTML/XHTML and ColdFusion Editor/Designer 

 

 

***If anyone finds a broken link or out of date information on 
the web pages, please send information like the page name 
and what needs to be changed or fixed to 
webmaster@phoenixponds.com*** 

https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=dbeard_html%40hotmail.com
https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=webmaster%40phoenixponds.com
https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.phoenixponds.com
mailto:webmaster@phoenixponds.com***
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GPPS Newsletter 
 

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th 
of each month. Newsletters will be 
sent out the 28th of each month. All 
submissions are subject to review 
and all materials become the 
property of GPPS. Due to space 
and timing, it is not guaranteed that 
all submissions will be printed. 
Submissions can be emailed to 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Balance as of 6/21/2016    $3208.89 
 

Income 
    Dues       $25.00 

 

Expenses 
    Storage (May & June)  $36.62 
    Insurance     $14.95 
 

Balance as of 7/25/2016    $3182.32 
 

****Sale, Trade, or Free**** 

 
FREE Goldfish and Turtles, please contact  

Dave Nelson at (480) 357-7205 
 

If you would like to advertise an item or service in the 
newsletter, send your submission to: 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 

Have a tip, trick, recommendation or idea? Send it newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

 

 
 

 

WEB 101:  
If a member wishes to view archived Club Newsletters they must use the 
URL below.  That URL is not a link from any of our pages.  There is no need 
for a password.  
You can make it a bookmarked or favorite in your browser.   I suggest that 
you highlight and copy the below URL.  If you wish to type it in your 
browser's address window NOTE:  there is an Underscore (_) between the 
gppsarchive and the .htm  
  

-- Failure to type the underscore will result in an error message. 
  

http://www.phoenixponds.com/News/gppsarchive_.htm 

mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com
mailto:newsltr@phoenixponds.com
https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.phoenixponds.com%252FNews%252Fgppsarchive_.htm

