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October 2014  

A check list for Autumn/Winter pond care 

 Before the leaves begin to fall, cover your pond with one of several sizes of 

leaf netting (It is much easier to keep the leaves out than to remove them 

after they fall into the pond)  

 Fall is a good time to divide some types of aquatic plants (water lilies and iris)  

 Remove dying plant foliage from the pond as it will decay and pollute the 

water.  

 After your hardy plants have stopped growing, cut back the foliage and lower 

the pot to the bottom of the pond.  

 Stop feeding your fish after the water temperature has dropped to the upper 

forties.  

Also when the water temperature has dropped into the forties, reduce the circulation 

of the pond water by either turning off the pump for the winter and draining of all the 

plumbing or preferably by placing the pump or the intake to the pump closer to the 

water outlet (waterfall etc.) and pick up water from mid-level of the pond. Also turn 

down the water flow. Keeping the water flowing through your biological filter allows 

the bacteria to live therefore giving good water quality early in the spring.  

 

If you keep your filter running through  

the winter, you must take precautions  

against the freezing of water in your  

plumbing should there be a power  

outage.  

 

You can add a floating de-icer to keep 

an area free of ice. This opening is  

necessary during periods of ice cover  

to allow an exchange of gases. 

Source: The Water Garden 

Next Meeting: October 11th at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The October meeting will be held at the home of Leslie & Janice Tanzer 

Telephone: 480-786-6764 

Address: 1280 N. Concord Ave., Chandler, AZ 85225 

 

 Please MapQuest for directions.  

 Please bring your own lawn chairs and bags/buckets for any plants/fish that 

may be available. 

 
Does this lipstick 

make me look 
fat, Honey? 

http://www.watergarden.org/Seasonal-Care
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President's Letter 

Hi GPPS members! 

Fall is officially here, although we are still feeling the 

effects of the end of the monsoon season; I love the rain 

but I sure hate the humidity! The September meeting 

was at the home of George and Diane Morris in Queen 

Creek. The meeting was well attended and I would like to 

thank George and Diane for hosting the meeting and 

sharing their beautiful yard and pond. There was no scheduled guest speaker but there 

were plenty of questions and discussions at the meeting.  

 

There are only three meetings left in 2014 with the November meeting being the most 

important and the December meeting being the most fun. 

 

November is when we elect our officers for following calendar year. All officer positions 

for 2014 will be voted on. Some positions have officers who will be running for re-

election to their current positions while other positions will have their current incumbent 

not seeking re-election. The list of GPPS officer positions are: 

 President 

 Vice-President 

 Treasurer 

 Secretary 

 Event Coordinator 

 Newsletter Editor 

 Webmaster 

 Librarian 

 

If you are interested in running for any of the officer positions listed above please show-

up at the November meeting and “throw your hat into the ring”. Each position is 

important and as a member it is your responsibility to participate in the election process. 

This is your club and your voice needs to be heard, your vote needs to be tallied and 

your participation is needed.  

 

December meeting is our last meeting of the year and we will have a “potluck” luncheon 

so the meeting will start at 11:00AM. GPPS will supply the main dishes, fried chicken 

and baked ham, and we will also supply the water & soft drinks. We are asking that the 

members please bring a side dish or a desert. Last year we also did a “white elephant” 

gag gift exchange which was a lot of fun. 

 

The next meeting will be on October 11, 2014 at the home of Les 

& Janice Tanzer in Chandler, AZ. Our host Les Tanzer will give a 

demonstration on how to splice and/or patch an EDPM pond liner. 

I hope to see you all there! 

 
Dave Nelson - President

See you soon…. 
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September’s pond meeting was at the lovely home of George & Diane Morris. George 

described his pond and a recent encounter with a rattlesnake… eeeek! Jeff presented a 

video of the pond tour and provided copies to all of the tour participants that were not 

able to attend the tour because their home was on the tour. Thank you, Jeff… great job! 

 

 

 

******************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo is from Jeff and Rita’s pond… it looks 
like their tropical wants to be a Victoria Lily! 
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GPPS Executive Committee 

President Dave Nelson 480-357-7205 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Ed Tunstall  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Kristy Jolly  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter 
Co-Editors 

Gloria Skylstad  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Fern Shaw  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Gary Ures  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 
Voting for new Board Members at November Pond Meeting! Check out job descriptions on 

our website – Click here for the bylaws.  
 

GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net 

Jon Jolly tcferret@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

http://phoenixponds.com/News/2009/By_Laws_Greater_Phoenix_Pond_Society_042509.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
mailto:lctricfrog@cox.net
mailto:tcferret@hotmail.com
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Butterfly, Hummingbird & Bee-Friendly Plant Sale  

Saturday, October 4  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Butterfly Wonderland  

9500 E. Via de Ventura 

Scottsdale, AZ 85256 

 

Are you ready to attract butterflies, hummingbirds and bees to your yard? Stop by the 

Butterfly Wonderland Plant Sale 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, October 4 where you will 

find an assortment of butterfly, hummingbird and bee-friendly plants.  

 

Check out our variety of educational booths that will be present such as Hummingbird 

Society, Southwest Monarch Study and AZ Queen Bee. Visit with AZ Queen Bee Emily 

Brown who will give suggestions on bee-friendly plants that will support local bee 

populations. Milkweed seeds will be available to purchase as well.  

 

Plant prices range from $6.95 to $19.95. Proceeds will support the Butterfly Wonderland 

Foundation that helps low-income Title One schools attend field trips that otherwise 

would not be able to attend. CASH OR CHECK ONLY (Checks made out to Butterfly 

Wonderland Foundation). 

 

For more information, contact Adriane Grimaldi at (480) 800-3000, ext. 207.  

 

 

Adriane Grimaldi 

Director of Education 

(480) 800-3000, ext. 207 

Adriane@butterflywonderland.com 

www.butterflywonderland.com 
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Creating a Wildlife Habitat  

Create Cover for Wildlife  

Our final installment in Creating a Wildlife Habitat. 

 

Wildlife need places to hide to feel safe from people, predators, 

and inclement weather. Native vegetation is a perfect cover for 

terrestrial wildlife. Shrubs, thickets and brush piles provide great 

hiding places within their bushy leaves and thorns.  

 

 

 

Even dead trees work, as they are home to lots of different animals, including some that 

use tree cavities and branches for nesting and perching. 

 

 

If natural options aren't available for you, consider constructing a birdhouse specifically 

for the types of birds you would like to attract to your habitat. 

 

 

Providing these places of cover not only helps wildlife, it can also help your overall 

garden if you "branch out" to attract other helpful pollinators, such as bats or bees. 

Ponds provide cover for aquatic wildlife, such as fish and amphibians. A "toad abode" 

can be constructed to provide shelter for amphibians on land. 

 

 

What kind of cover should I provide? 

Wildlife need at least two places to find shelter from the weather and predators: 

 Wooded Area 

 Bramble Patch 

 Ground Cover 

 Rock Pile or Wall 

 Cave  

 Roosting Box 

 Dense Shrubs or Thicket 

 Evergreens 

 Brush or Log Pile 

 Burrow 

 Meadow or Prairie 

 Water Garden or Pond 

  

 

 

  

Kevin Cole 
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Give Wildlife a Place to Raise Their Young 

 

Wildlife need places to reproduce, bear and raise their young, 

and see their young survive to adulthood, all safe from predators, 

bad weather and human intervention. 

 

Creating a wildlife habitat is about creating a place for the entire 

life-cycle of a species to occur, from tadpole to frog, from 

caterpillar to butterfly. 

 

Many habitat features that serve as cover can double as locations where wildlife can 

raise their young: from wildflower patches where butterflies and moths lay their eggs 

and small mammals burrow into the undergrowth, to constructed birdhouses, ponds for 

amphibians and fish, or caves where bats roost and form colonies. 

 

 

 

How can I give wildlife a place to raise their young? 

 

You need at least two places for wildlife to engage in courtship behavior, mate, and then 

bear and raise their young: Mature Trees • Meadow or Prairie • Nesting Box • Wetland • 

Cave • Host Plants for Caterpillars • Dead Trees or Snags • Dense Shrubs or a Thicket • 

Water Garden or Pond • Burrow 

 

Follow the link below for Wildlife Habitat Certification: 

 

http://www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat/UserAccount/SignIn?campaignid=WH14F1F

SCXX&s_subsrc=Web_Content_CWH_GardenWebsite_Create 

 

How much does it cost to be certified? 

 Certification and lawn mount plaque: $119 
Includes: everything included in Basic Certification PLUS our upgraded, embossed  

Certified Wildlife Habitat plaque (lawn mount) 

 Certification and wall mount plaque: $109 
Includes: everything included in Basic Certification PLUS our upgraded, embossed  

Certified Wildlife Habitat plaque (wall mount) 

 Certification and classic sign: $50 
Includes: everything included in Basic Certification PLUS our Classic Certified Wildlife Habitat sign 

 Basic Certification: $20 
Includes: Personalized certificate, one-year membership to National Wildlife Federation with subscription to 

National Wildlife® magazine, and subscription to our e-newsletter Wildlife Online Habitats Edition. 

Article source: National Wildlife Federation  

Mary C. Kirby 

http://www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat/UserAccount/SignIn?campaignid=WH14F1FSCXX&s_subsrc=Web_Content_CWH_GardenWebsite_Create
http://www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat/UserAccount/SignIn?campaignid=WH14F1FSCXX&s_subsrc=Web_Content_CWH_GardenWebsite_Create
http://www.nwf.org/
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KEY 

Wanda = weeping juniper 

Robby = phx robelinnii 

Queenie = queen palm 

Phil = philodendron giganteum 

Tammy = taro  

C-o’s = co-owners (jeff & rita) 

W A N D A ’ S  W O R L D  
 

There has been dissention in the realm------

Queenie pointed out that I forgot to mention 

Princess and Cinderella (her relatives). 

Princess came along shortly after Queenie 

and is almost as big as Queenie. Remember I 

told you about some of her relatives that didn’t 

survive? King and the three wicked step 

sisters fell prey to my c-o’s ignorance. Only 

the saddest looking one, Cinderella, defied all 

odds and is thriving. (O.K. Queenie, I know 

you have friends on the other side of the 

fence but they are not in my realm. Take a 

chill pill!) Enough about all of them… 

 

Phil (the Philodendron giganteum) is a buddy 

of ours who lives by the waterfall. He loves to 

wake up to the morning sun but likes the 

filtered afternoon shade that Robby, Queenie, 

and I provide. I tell him “how big and beautiful 

his leaves are”. (He really eats that up—makes him feel real macho.) The nutrients in all 

that pond water feed him and help him stay his big ole self. What a dudely tropical 

specimen! (Don’t tell him I said that.)  

 

Phil replaced Tammy (the Taro plant). She got too aggressive and tried to conquer the 

whole waterfall and ended up causing the water to leak over the side. My c-o’s were not 

happy. Bye, bye Tammy! Some of her relatives are in pots where they can be 

controlled. They are pretty neat but just have to learn their place. I don’t know what 

they’re doing when we’re not looking but they certainly are prolific. Tammy keeps 

popping up every so often. I think she just does it to irritate Phil. So far my c-o’s have 

been able to protect Phil and the waterfall from her. (We all keep watch.) 

 

Well, you all have a good month. More from the realm later… 

 

Wanda 
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Get Ready For Monarch Migration 
 

From: Wildlife Promise 
 

If you spot monarch butterflies in your yard this month, there’s a good chance the eggs 

these insects are laying now will develop into the generation of adults that have made 

the monarch such an iconic species. 

 

Beginning in late summer and continuing into early fall, monarchs that emerge from 

their chrysalides will be behaviorally and biologically different from generations that 

emerged earlier this year. Unlike their parents and grandparents, these late-season 

monarchs do not mate or lay eggs. Instead, the insects focus on feeding to fatten up for 

long migrations to their winter habitats: coastal California for monarchs west of the 

Rocky Mountains and central Mexico for those to the east. The great great 

grandchildren of butterflies that flew to breeding grounds last spring, these monarchs’ 

epic journeys—up to 3,000 miles—and large aggregations during winter represent one 

of the greatest natural history spectacles on the planet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

photo: g Skylstad 

 

 

  



 

 
- 10 - 

Pond Happenings 

Places to go… Things to Do! 
 

VSKC October Picnic Invitation: 
GPPS members are invited to participate with VSKC at their annual picnic.  

  

The Valley of the Sun Koi Club, Inc. October meeting will be Oct 19th at 12:00 noon. It 

will be at the West Ramada at the Margaret T Hance Park -- off the N 3rd Ave and 

Culver intersection North of the Japanese Friendship Garden. It will be a BBQ lunch 

with hot dogs and hamburgers supplied by VSKC. If you would like to attend, we will 

need your RSVP to Lucy Ross by Oct 15. Please prepare a side dish of at least six 

servings. Japanese Friendship Garden tickets for October 19th will be available for 

participants. See flyer on next page… 

  

  

2015 VSKC Open Koi Show: 
The Valley of the Sun Koi Club Show for 2015 will be at the Margaret T Hance Park 

(East side) 1202 N. 3rd Street, (East of the Phoenix Public Library) same place as this 

year's. It will be in conjunction with the Phoenix Chinese Week Event weekend, Feb 7-

9th. It has a website at http://www.phoenixchineseweek.org/2015-

festival/events_schedule/.  

  

GPPS is welcome to have a booth/tent for the three days of the festival and if you wish 

to change your February meeting date to that weekend. A potential topic for 

presentation could be Water Quality, testing, and treatment. 
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We are officially invited! 

The VSKC KOI Club annual picnic is scheduled for Sunday, OCT 19, 2014 at 12:30 pm. 
 

Please RSVP by October 15 with headcount (number in your party) to Lucy Ross at 

vskcphoenix@gmail.com or, 480-391-2724 with your choice of hotdog, hamburgers, turkey burgers, or 

vegie burgers and the item you wish to bring.  

 

Bring a side dish or dessert for 6 

Set up crew is at 12:00 (volunteers are welcome) and cooking crew at 11:30 

  

Sunday, Oct 19 at 12:30 PM at the 

Japanese Friendship Garden/Margaret Hance Park 

1125 N. 3rd Ave, (Culver & 3rd Ave) Phoenix 

West Ramada area 

 

Suggested items that are still needed:  

 Condiments (mayo, ketchup, mustard, relish) 

 Lettuce/sliced tomatoes/onions for hamburgers 

 Potato salad  

 Macaroni salad  

 Pasta salad  

 Chips 

 Dips/appetizers  

 Fruit salad 

 Fresh fruit platter 

 Dessert 

 Cookies/cake 

 Anything else you can think of! 

 

The club will supply the meats, bread, beans, drinks (pop & water), napkins, plates, 

cups, Forks/spoons, charcoal, Ice. 

 

We are in need of additional 

ice chests 

 

Thank you for your assistance 

ahead of time. It looks to be 

great weather and a great time 

for all. 

  

Thank you! 
 

  

mailto:vskcphoenix@gmail.com
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****Sale, Trade, or Free**** 

 
FREE Goldfish and Turtles, please contact 
president@phoenixponds.com  
Dave Nelson at (480) 357-7205 
 
If you would like to advertise an item or service in the 
newsletter, send your submission to: 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings & Events 

Date Location 

November 8 Fern and Don Shaw 

December 13 Pet and Richard Smith… Pot Luck Extravaganza~ 

January 10 TBD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Need Christmas 
shopping 
money? 

Sell your stuff! 

 
Don’t fish in my pond! 

 

mailto:Bigd_1956@yahoo.com
mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com

