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Important steps to provide a healthy spring for your pond 
When the water temperature in the pond decreases to the lower 70s (°F), switch your 

fish food to a wheat germ base that is more easily digested. As the temperatures cool, it 

is harder for fish to digest food properly. Even though your fish need to bulk up for 

winter, be careful not to overfeed. Once the water temperature falls to 50°F, the 

bacteria in a fish's digestive system are no longer able to process food efficiently… 

switch to a wheat germ food. Stop feeding when the temperature reaches 40°F. 

Fall is a great time to divide and repot plants. The mild temperatures will Plant Care: 
give the plant time to heal its root system before cold temperatures arrive, and will 

most likely provide more blooms the following summer if properly fertilized. In northern 

climates when temperatures get below 60°F, tropical plants should be brought inside or 

disposed of, along with surface and submersed plants, as required by zone. Trim the bog 

plants back and pull lilies out to trim them before frost and set all plants to the bottom. 

All this moving about may stir up things so it's a good time for a water Water Change: 
change. Remove some of the excess debris or it will continue to decompose, using up 

oxygen and producing hydrogen sulfide, a toxic gas. A fine weave aquarium net works 

well to sift out excess sludge. No need to completely drain and remove every bit of mud 

and debris as a small amount is very helpful to the inhabitants for burrowing. A water 

change will create less discomfort to you if it's done before the water temperature goes 

below 60°F. If a 50% water change still leaves the water murky the next day, try another. 

Remember to use dechlorinator if your tap water contains chlorine. Also, use a bacterial 

additive designed for cool water application to ensure efficient biological filtration. 

When the first leaf falls, it's time to cover the entire pond with netting. Debris Control: 
It's just about impossible to keep netting every leaf out by hand, and it saves a lot of 

time. The net is barely visible and is stretched and anchored on the sides of the pond. It 

is very important to make sure the netting is above the surface of the water.  

When it gets below 40°F then the main pump can be removed, and filters Pump Care: 

thoroughly cleaned. Do not leave the pump running on the bottom of the pond. It will 

lower the temperature of the entire pond too low for fish to survive and can force them 

to use up all their stored fat just trying to stay still. 

Source: http://www.drsfostersmith.com 

Next Meeting: November 8th at 9:00 a.m. 

It’s time to VOTE! 

The October meeting will be held at the home of Don and Fern Shaw 

Telephone: 602-332-8112 

Address: 1220 W. Wahalla Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85027 

 Please MapQuest for directions.  

 Please bring your own lawn chairs and bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be 

available. 
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President's Letter 

Hello all GPPS members! 

 

Well the year is winding down and the holiday season is 

upon us! I hope everyone had a great Halloween but did 

not eat too much candy! The October meeting was at the 

home of Les & Janice Tanzer Chandler. The meeting 

was well attended and I would like to thank Les & Janice 

for hosting the meeting and sharing their beautiful yard and pond. Les was also our 

presenter and gave us a wonderful demonstration on how to splice and/or patch an 

EDPM rubber pond liner, great job Les!  

 

There are only two meetings left in 2014 with the November meeting being the most 

important and the December meeting being the most fun. 

 

November is when we elect our officers for following calendar year. All officer positions 

for 2014 will be voted on. Some positions have officers who will be running for re-

election to their current positions while other positions will have their current incumbent 

not seeking re-election. The list of GPPS officer positions are: 

 President 

 Vice-President 

 Treasurer 

 Secretary 

 Event Coordinator 

 Newsletter Editor 

 Webmaster 

 Librarian 

 

If you are interested in running for any of the officer positions listed above please show-

up at the November meeting and “throw your hat into the ring”. Each position is 

important and as a member it is your responsibility to participate in the election process. 

This is your club and your voice needs to be heard, your vote needs to be tallied and 

your participation is needed.  

 

December meeting is our last meeting of the year and we will have a “potluck” luncheon 

so the meeting will start at 11:00AM. GPPS will supply the main dishes, fried chicken 

and baked ham, and we will also supply the water & soft drinks. We are asking that the 

members please bring a side dish or a desert. Last year we also did a “white elephant” 

gag gift exchange which was a lot of fun. 

 

The next meeting will be on November 08, 2014 at the home of Don & Fern Shaw in 

Phoenix, AZ. There will be no guest speaker due to our GPPS election of officers for 

2015. The annual elections are an important part of our organization and it requires your 

time, participation, effort and input to keep it running so please come on out for the 

November meeting; I hope to see you all there! 

 
Dave Nelson - President
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October's meeting was at the home of Les and Janice Tanzer. Les described the 

building of his pond and the ups and downs they went through along the way. I can't 

believe they accomplished so much in their yard in less than a year. He also did a 

wonderful and informative hands-on demo on pond liners and how to splice them. He 

will be a great resource and I'm sure he would be happy to answer any questions you 

may have. Our thanks to Les and Janice for the opportunity to see their wonderful pond 

and yard. 

 

 

 

******************************************************** 
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GPPS Executive Committee 

President Dave Nelson 480-357-7205 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Ed Tunstall  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Kristy Jolly  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter 
Co-Editors 

Gloria Skylstad  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Fern Shaw  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Gary Ures  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 
Voting for new Board Members at November Pond Meeting! Check out job descriptions on 

our website – Click here for the bylaws.  
 

GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net 

Jon Jolly tcferret@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

  This could 
be you! 

http://phoenixponds.com/News/2009/By_Laws_Greater_Phoenix_Pond_Society_042509.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
mailto:lctricfrog@cox.net
mailto:tcferret@hotmail.com
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Help Wanted! 

 

The November meeting is when we have our GPPS Officer elections. Below is the list of office 

positions and who is running for re-election and who is not. As you can see there are several key 

positions that will need to be filled and it is up to you the GPPS members to step forward and fill 

them. Please do not “assume” that someone else will automatically “take care of it” so you do 

not have to; you need to act and be a part of your club. Without leadership the club will cease to 

exist so please come to the November meeting, volunteer to help guide, lead & support your club 

in 2015! There are lots of openings opportunities… 
 

President  Dave Nelson  Will not be running for re-election 

Vice-President  Rita Karsten            Will not be running for re-election 

Secretary  Sue Beard               Is running for re-election 

Treasurer  Ed Tunstall              Is running for re-election 

Newsletter Editor Gloria Skylstad        Will not be running for re-election 

Newsletter Editor Fern Shaw               Will not be running for re-election 

Event Coordinator Kristy Jolly               Will not be running for re-election 

Librarian  Gary Ures                 Will not be running for re-election 

Webmaster  Dennis Beard           Is running for re-election    

 

Details on the position roles and responsibilities are on our website; please go to our website at: 

http://phoenixponds.com/ …on the homepage scroll down to:  
 

Adopted By-Laws April 25, 2009 - Microsoft Word file or Portable Document Format 

(PDF) file 
 

Click on either the word document or PDF file link to view our by-laws and the sections that 

cover officer elections and duties of officers.  

 

 

Article VI Election of Officers 

Article VII Duties of Officers 
 

 

Remember, this is your club! Do not stand 

idly by and assume someone else will help 

keep things headed in the right direction. It is 

up to you; each and every one of you! 

 

  

http://phoenixponds.com/
http://phoenixponds.com/News/2009/By_Laws_Greater_Phoenix_Pond_Society_042509.doc
http://phoenixponds.com/News/2009/By_Laws_Greater_Phoenix_Pond_Society_042509.pdf
http://phoenixponds.com/News/2009/By_Laws_Greater_Phoenix_Pond_Society_042509.pdf
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December Meeting - Christmas Party! 

December’s meeting will be another pot luck extravaganza at Pet and Richard’s. Start 

planning your strategy for the White Elephant Gift Exchange early! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

YES, one of our (Fern  and Don’s) little tadpoles made it to 
adult stage… we just discovered him last week!  

Isn’t he beautiful?! 

Want to know more about these amazing leopard frogs, read on… 
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Leopard Frog (Rana spp.) 

At least 9 species of leopard frogs and several close relatives are found in 
the Sonoran Desert region. Differences among species are small and often 
indistinguishable to the human eye. All species are fairly large with pointed 
snouts, webbed hind toes, long, powerful hind limbs, and large external 
eardrums. Colors vary from tan to green or brown with irregular patterns 
composed of spots, bars, and blotches of darker green, brown or black. 
 

 These frogs occur from coast to coast and from Canada through Range:
Mexico. They are found throughout the Sonoran Desert along permanent 
and intermittent streams from near sea level to 7900 feet (2410 m). 
 

These frogs inhabit permanent and intermittent streams, irrigation Habitat: 
canals, and some ponds. 
 

Leopard frogs are insectivorous and piscivorous (fish-eating). Life History: 
Highly aquatic, they often jump into water from the streambank to avoid 
capture. Leopard frogs may breed year-round, and tadpoles may take more 
than a year to metamorphose. Tadpoles get very large. 
 

There appears to be a world-wide decline in amphibian Vanishing Frogs: 
populations. In our region, leopard frogs are much scarcer than in years 
past. A close relative, the Tarahumara frog (Rana tarahumarae), has 
disappeared from Arizona, the only place in the United States where it 
occurred. No one knows for sure why amphibian numbers are decreasing, 
but surely there is more than one cause. Water pollution, acid rain, ozone 
depletion and excessive ultraviolet radiation, habitat destruction, and 
introduced species (such a bullfrogs in Arizona) are being examined as 
potential causes for the crisis. Unfortunately natural populations of 
amphibians have not been subjects of intensive, long-term study. We 
therefore rarely know about normal population fluctuations and cannot 
easily determine if what we are seeing today is an overall trend or just a 
temporary aberration. 
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KEY 

Wanda = weeping juniper 

Robby = phx robelinnii 

Queenie = queen palm 

Phil = philodendron giganteum 

Tammy = taro  

C-o’s = co-owners (jeff & rita) 

W A N D A ’ S  W O R L D  
 

Things have been really busy in my realm this month. I think my c.o.’s are kind of 

euphoric with the cooler weather. They have been giving everyone their semi-annual 

haircuts and clean up. 

 

One thing none of us cared for was when they cleaned out the upper pond. My Lord! It 

smelled like someone’s septic tank. For a while there, we thought some of those koi fish 

had expired.I heard them say something about “anaerobic bacteria”. Whatever! It 

smelled to high heaven.Sure are glad they only do that about once a year. 

 

Now they are redoing the lawn.It sure is pitiful looking.About all you can see is dirt.I 

know it will beautify my realm for the winter but it looks pretty sad in the meantime.My 

c.o. , Rita, has been planting a tiny fall garden.(Sometimes I think she is a “little off”, if 

you know what I mean.)I saw her taking all the potting soil out of the planting bed and 

replacing it with garden soil.She seems to think that will help to keep the plants better 

hydrated.We’ll see…Not quite what her gardens were in the Midwest but she is forever 

the optimist.The peppers and herbs do well for her but we’ll see if the tomatos, 

cucumber, green beans, and lettuce do better this year.Last year they were not so 

good.She’s always hoping for a backyard salad patch. 

 

My friends of the realm are doing just awesome after the rain and the cooler 

weather.The one thing that keeps my c.o.’s from enjoying it more is those pesky 

mosquitos.I don’t know how something so small can be so blasted annoying.They even 

had a fire in the fire pit last weekend so they could sit outside and enjoy the evening.(I 

think they had a little libation too!)  

 

 My c.o., Rita, has been planting the citronella geraniums, lavender, and using her 

rosemary (crushed to release the oils) to help keep the miniature bombers 

away.Sometimes they have no choice but to use spray repellent to avoid the itchy welts 

resulting from the mosquito bites.I tell them this will pass and just “suck it up” and enjoy 

the weather. 

 

My c.o.’s asked me to tell you to be sure to vote in the local elections and also to be at 

the next pond meeting to vote for your next year’s club leaders. 

 

Till next month… 

 

Wanda 

(The Weeping Juniper) 
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****Sale, Trade, or Free**** 

 
FREE Goldfish and Turtles, please contact 
president@phoenixponds.com  
Dave Nelson at (480) 357-7205 
 
If you would like to advertise an item or service in the 
newsletter, send your submission to: 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings & Events 

Date Location 

November 8-9 
Tucson, AZ 

Saturday Nov. 8th 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Koi Judging / Vendor Fair 
Sunday Nov. 9th 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Koi Viewing / Vendor Fair / Super Raffle / Koi Auction (12:00) 

December 13 Pet and Richard Smith… GPPS Pot Luck Extravaganza~ 

January 10 TBD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Need Christmas 
shopping 
money? 

Sell your stuff! 

 
Don’t fish in my pond! 

 

or a whole  
pumpkin pie! 

mailto:Bigd_1956@yahoo.com
mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com

