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Pond Happenings 
A Monthly Newsletter 

Published by the Greater 
Phoenix Pond Society 

May 2014  

May – June Tasks 

 Add barley product to 
prevent stringy growth - 
boost beneficial bacteria 

 Provide areas for 
spawning using plants. 

 Step up pond fish 
feeding schedule 

 Test and adjust pond 
water 

 Observe pond fish for 
sores and parasite – 

medicate if necessary 

WEB 101: 
When the Pond Tour Map is made available on May 5th, it will open in your web 
browser, e.g., Internet Explorer. There should be menu bar somewhere (mine is 
on top) on the screen. (The menu bar has: File, Edit, View, Favorites, Tools, and 
Help) Click on File to open a pull down menu. On the menu you should see 
"Print preview." When you open it a new screen should appear which you can 
scroll through the potential printed pages to see how they will print. There is a 
printer icon that actually sends the document to your printer. 
 
If you do not see a menu bar, you can use other alternate methods to make the 
web page print: Place the mouse pointer inside the page and click it once. Next, 
click your right mouse button to open an option list which will have the "Print 
preview" option to click. As a last resort do an Alt-P keyboard option. 
  
The very last printed page will have some other information made available like 
the membership application. 

No Meeting in May 
Enjoy the Pond Tour and support your fellow GPPS Members 

 
The June meeting is yet to be determined possibly The Japanese Friendship 
Garden… stay tuned. 

Pond Tour: 
May is the month to get out and enjoy a Saturday checking out 11 of our 

members’ ponds. Have fun! 
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President's Letter 

Hi GPPS members! 

Well it is finally May and you know what that means; is 
everyone ready for the annual GPPS Pond Tour? Our April 
meeting was great and we had a good turnout. The meeting 
was held at the home of Jeff and Rita Karsten. Jeff talked 
about their pond and Rita showed off her “secret garden.” We 
did not have a scheduled guest speaker but Dr. George 

Brooks attended the meeting and told us about a new aquaponics club and an aquaponics class 
that he wrote the curriculum for at Mesa Community college. He also said he would like to be a 
guest speaker again at one of our future meetings. I would like to thank Jeff and Rita for 
extending their gracious hospitality and opening up their home and yard for the April GPPS 
meeting. 

As you know the annual GPPS pond tour is on May 10th and we are all gearing up and 
preparing for a great tour this year. Preparations have been underway by Rita Karsten, GPPS 
Vice-President and pond tour chair person. She has been working tirelessly with her pond tour 
“team” to organize the tour; if you have any questions or would like to help, please contact Rita 
or any of the GPPS officers.  

Among the events we use in preparation for the pond tour is the Maricopa County Home and 
Garden Show at the Arizona State Fairgrounds. This year’s event is May 2nd, 3rd & 4th. I had a 
volunteer schedule at the April meeting and there were several members who volunteered to 
help out at the booth for a few hours on one of the days. During this three day event we must 
have someone at the booth at all times during the hours the event is open. Please volunteer a 
couple of hours during one of those days so we can interact with the show patrons and let them 
know about GPPS and our pond tour. Remember, our annual pond tour is the only opportunity 
we have to let the general public see what GPPS is all about and hopefully get new members to 
join GPPS. Membership dues are our only source of “revenue” to pay our bills so getting the 
“message” out about GPPS is important to the sustainability of GPPS. If you can help out at the 
booth please contact me and I will put you on the schedule. 

The next meeting is supposed to be on June 14, 2014. We are trying to get the meeting set up 
at the Japanese Friendship Garden but they already have an event scheduled for that date so 
we are working on either another date or location for the June meeting. 

I hope to see you all out on the pond tour! 

Dave Nelson - President
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April’s pond meeting was at the beautiful home of Jeff and Rita Karsten. Jeff and Rita’s 
place can be pretty intimidating looking like it belongs on the cover of a magazine, but 
their love of design and style is only surpassed by their willingness to share their stuff. 
Love their plants? Rita offered clippings to take home a little of her magic. It was a 
perfect morning with the group… not too sunny, not too shady, just right! 
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GPPS Executive Committee 

President Dave Nelson 480-357-7205 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Rita Karsten  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Ed Tunstall  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Kristy Jolly  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter 
Co-Editors 

Gloria Skylstad  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Fern Shaw  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Gary Ures  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 
GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net 

Jon Jolly tcferret@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

Save the Date: 
 
 

May 2014 - No Meeting 
Pond Tour - May 10th 
Support your club! 

 
 
Nov. 10, 2013-May 18, 2014 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Chihuly in the Garden Exhibition 
Desert Botanical Garden 
www.dbg.org/luminaria  

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
mailto:lctricfrog@cox.net
mailto:tcferret@hotmail.com
http://www.dbg.org/luminaria
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The GOOD, the BAD, and the UGLY… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Koi versus Goldfish… what’s the story? Goldfish and Koi are cousins; sometimes 
kissing cousins having offspring! But the family lines ends with those babies – they are 
sterile. No koi/goldfish grandchildren! Goldfish eat koi babies, but koi do not eat goldfish 
babies. Neither fish have true teeth, so hand-feeding any size of specimen is safe. Their 
throat plates serve as crushers to mash up food prior to swallowing. Goldfish produce 
less ammonia than koi… but then you have the whole eating baby fish thing.  
 

 Koi Goldfish 
Color Koi come in a much greater variety of color 

combinations. The base colors are red, 
white, black, yellow, orange, and blue. The 
patches of contrasting color they display 
tend to be larger than those of goldfish. 

Goldfish are pretty limited in their patterns 
and tend to come in solid colors of orange, 
white, black/blue, or red.  

Fins Starting at the top, the dorsal fin of the koi is 
curved out; it's curved in on the goldfish.  

Starting at the top, the dorsal fin of the 
goldfish is curved in 

Whiskers Koi have barbels around their mouths and 
chins, feelers that resemble whiskers 

Goldfish tend to be more rounded with a 
blunt nose and do not have barbells  

Tail Both koi and goldfish can have elongated 
tails 

Only goldfish will have the signature double-
tail. This is where the caudal fin (tail fin) is 
doubled. 

Body Grow to full sizes of 18 inches to 4 feet.  
Koi have a more torpedo-shaped or narrow 
body shape 

 Fully matured goldfish are typically 8 to 
12 inches, growing to 16 inches at their 
largest and bodies are generally more 
egg-shaped 

 Can have different tail and body shapes 
and may have one of three different eye 
types 

Needs  Koi need aeration and filtration, and 
enough room to stay happy and healthy. 

 Koi fish can live longer in colder and 
more shallow water than goldfish 

Goldfish do not have the aeration and 
filtration requirements, calculation for 
figuring their water volume needs, is based 
on weight rather than length. 

Goldfish 

Koi 
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****Sale, Trade, or Free**** 

Fishmate 2000UV Pressurized Filter $100.00; 
OASE Pond Vacuum $125.00 
please contact newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 
FREE Goldfish and Turtles, please contact 
president@phoenixponds.com  
Dave Nelson at (480) 357-7205 
 
If you would like to advertise an item or service in the 
newsletter, send your submission to:  
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings & Events 

Date Location 

May 2-4th 

Maricopa County Home and Garden Show at the Arizona State 
Fairgrounds. This year’s event is May 2nd, 3rd & 4th 
 
Call Dave ASAP to sign-up and volunteer. 

May 10 Pond Tour! 

June TBD 
June meeting is yet to be determined… possibly the Japanese 
Friendship Garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11058 W. Oraibi Drive 
Sun City, AZ 85373 

 

Guess 
what I 
am? 

Who remembers this? 

Or this? 

 

Spring Cleaning? 

Send YOUR ad to 

the newsletter 

team! 

mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com
mailto:Bigd_1956@yahoo.com
mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com

