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Pond Happenings 
A Monthly Newsletter 

Published by the Greater 
Phoenix Pond Society 

December 2014  

It’s that time of the year… dues are due! 

 

2014 Dues are $25.00 per individual/family and are payable 

by December 31st.   

 

Please send your payment to: 

Ed Tunstall  

5439 E. Dolphin Ave.  

Mesa, AZ 85206-2208 

Next Meeting: December 13th at 11:00 a.m. 

Party time! 

The December meeting will be our annual feast at the home of Richard and Pet Smith. 

 Telephone: 480-821-9412 

 Address:  3096 W. Ironwood Circle,  Chandler, AZ 85226 

 

NOTE THE TIME CHANGE FOR THIS MEETING! 

We will be having our annual Members Luncheon Potluck at this meeting. Please bring your 

favorite side dish and/or desert and join us. GPPS will be furnishing baked ham, fried 

chicken and drinks.  Please join us for the festivities. 

 

Please MapQuest for directions and bring your own lawn chairs and  

bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be available. 

 

 Don’t forget your White Elephant gift! 
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President's Letter 

Happy Holidays GPPS members! 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends! The 

November election meeting was held at the home of Don & Fern Shaw. I would 

like to thank the Shaws for being our gracious hosts, for opening up their 

beautiful yard and home for us all to enjoy! Don & Fern have a gorgeous pond 

in their back yard. Don talked about their pond and about the bog garden they added to the original 

pond. We did not have a guest speaker due to the 2014 GPPS officer elections. I would like to thank all 

of the GPPS members who came to the meeting and supported their club! With that being said the turn-

out for the November meeting/election was very disappointing; especially considering the importance 

of our elections for the following year’s officers. This is your club, if you don’t support it who will? 

 

The November meeting is when we elected our officers for 2015 and all officer positions were voted on. 

Some positions had incumbent officers who volunteered to return and ran for re-election to their 

current positions while other positions had the current incumbent not seeking re-election. The GPPS 

officers for 2015 are: 

 

President  Don Shaw   (newly elected) 

Vice-President  Jon Dean   (newly elected) 

Treasurer  Ed Tunstall   (re-elected) 

Secretary  Sue Beard   (re-elected) 

Event Coordinator Rita Karsten   (newly elected) 

Newsletter Editor E. J. Brooks   (newly elected) 

Webmaster  Dennis Beard   (re-elected) 

Librarian  Jeff Karsten   (newly elected) 

 

I would like to thank all of the current 2014 GPPS officers for all of their hard work, time and effort in 

helping to make 2014 an outstanding year! I would also like to welcome back those that were re-elected 

and welcome our newly elected officers for 2015! Additionally I would like to thank all of the members 

who showed up to the meeting and cast their votes! Our club is only as strong as our membership and 

their participation, THANKS! 

 

The next general meeting will be on December 13, 2014 at the home of Richard & Pet Smith in Chandler. 

We are having our potluck luncheon at the December meeting so the meeting will start at 11:00AM. 

GPPS will supply the main dishes, fried chicken and baked ham, and we will also supply the water & soft 

drinks. We are asking that the members please bring a side dish or a desert. We also decided to have a 

“white elephant” gift exchange for those who wish to participate. This is just for fun so please keep your 

gift fun but inexpensive. This is also an excellent way to “re-gift” that special “treasure” you are not sure 

what to do with. Please come on out and enjoy our host’s yard, pond, hospitality, a terrific potluck lunch 

and of course the white elephant gift exchange! 

 

I hope to see you all at the December meeting!  

 

Happy Holidays to you and your families! 

 

Dave Nelson - President
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November's meeting was at the home of Fern and Don Shaw. Don described the pond 

and the bog and the many projects Fern continues to add to his Honey Do List. It was a 

pleasure hosting November’s meeting. In case you were missing (unfortunately, many 

were not at this important voting meeting), here is what you missed seeing. 
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GPPS Executive Committee 

President Don Shaw 602-332-8112 president@phoenixponds.com 

Vice President Jon Dean  vicepres@phoenixponds.com 

Secretary Sue Beard   secretary@phoenixponds.com 

Treasurer Ed Tunstall  treasurer@phoenixponds.com 

Event Coordinator Rita Karsten  events@phoenixponds.com 

Newsletter Editor E. J. Brooks  newsltr@phoenixponds.com 

Librarian Jeff Karsten  librarian@phoenixponds.com 

Webmaster Dennis Beard  webmaster@phoenixponds.com 

 
Thanks to all who stepped up and volunteered for the 2015 Board of Directors! 

 

GPPS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com 

Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net 

Jon Jolly tcferret@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

  

file:///C:/Users/Gskylstad/AppData/AppData/Roaming/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/rj_kars10@yahoo.com
mailto:lctricfrog@cox.net
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December Meeting - Christmas Party! 

December’s meeting will be another pot luck extravaganza at Pet and Richard’s. Start 

planning your strategy for the White Elephant Gift Exchange early! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What GPPS will provide: 

 Baked ham 

 Fried chicken 

 Drinks 

 Dinnerware and utensils 

What to bring: 

 Your favorite dish to pass 

 White Elephant gift if you want to join 

the gift stealing fun 

 

Please join us for the festivities! 
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KEY 

Wanda = Weeping Juniper 

Robby = Phoenix Robelinnii 

Queenie = Queen Palm 

Phil = Philodendron Giganteum 

Tammy = Taro  

Diablo = Spanish Dagger 

C-O’s = Co-Owners (Jeff & Rita) 

W A N D A ’ S  W O R L D  

Things are getting bright around here!  My c/o’s 

are putting up the annual Christmas lights and 

decorations.  This always puts all of us in a better 

mood. 

 

Even ole Diablo, the Spanish Dagger plant is 

more pleasant.  My c/o, Rita, in not at all fond of 

him.  She was giving him an (unwanted?) 

trimming and he poked her right below the 

eyebrow with one of his dagger-tipped leaves. 

The poison control center told her she should be 

okay but she had a swollen and black and blue 

eye for a week or so.  It has been a few months 

and she still has a lump there.  

 

He is a nice architectural feature, likes the 

morning sun, and doesn’t require much water or 

care.  Otherwise, I think she would have gotten 

rid of him.  Diablo probably better not push his 

luck and do it again though. 

 

The winter lawn is doing quite well except for 

some spots those dogs contribute.  The c/o’s say 

it is really nice to see the green in winter after all 

those (highly overrated white Christmas’) winters of the Midwest.  They seem to enjoy 

decorating for Christmas here.  This weather probably makes it a lot easier to do compared to 

back there. 

 

I’m just thrilled with all the lights and well-deserved attention we are all getting in my realm.  

We look forward to this time of year.  I’ll try to get my c/o’s to show you some pictures next 

month of all of us dressed up for the holidays. 

 

Peace to all of you this holiday season! 

 

Wanda 

 

Till next month… 

 

Wanda 

(The Weeping Juniper) 
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After the turkey and the shopping, something to do… 
 

Hidden In the Hills - 2014 

 
 

 

18th Annual Hidden In The Hills Studio Tour & Sale 
Open 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
November 28, 29 & 30 
 
Welcome to our 18th Annual Hidden in the Hills Studio Tour & Sale! Join us for this FREE, self-
guided tour of 46 private artist studios and 180 participating artists in the beautiful Sonoran 
Desert of Cave Creek, Carefree and North Scottsdale. 
 
Use the links to the left to create your own self-guided tour or to find an artist or studio. 
Click here to view an online version of the directory. 
 
Hope to see you there! 
 

 
 

  

This would be a great opportunity to 
find some artists to participate in 
our joint venture 2015 pond tour! 

https://interactivepdf.uniflip.com/2/22110/282341/pub/html5.html
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A: Swimming trunks.  
 

 

 

****Sale, Trade, or Free**** 

 
FREE Goldfish and Turtles, please contact 
president@phoenixponds.com  
Dave Nelson at (480) 357-7205 
 
If you would like to advertise an item or service in the 
newsletter, send your submission to: 
newsltr@phoenixponds.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings & Events 

Date Location 

December 13 Pet and Richard Smith… GPPS Pot Luck Extravaganza~ 

January 10 TBD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Need Christmas 
shopping 
money? 

Sell your stuff! 

 
Don’t fish in my pond! 

 

mailto:Bigd_1956@yahoo.com
mailto:gskylstad@gmail.com

