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HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEBSITE? Logon to: www.phoenixponds.com

Next Meeting: September 8, 2012 – 9:00 a.m.

The September 8th meeting will be held at the home of Jon and Kristy Jolly
of Gilbert.

Address: 3544 E. Hopkins Rd., Gilbert AZ 85295.
Telephone: 480-390-5761

Please MapQuest or call for directions.

The presenter will be DVM Nick Saint-Erne, PetSmart Animal Health
Quality for Aquatics.

Please bring your own lawn chairs and bags/buckets for any plants/fish
that may be available.

Casino Arizona Pond Rescue by GPPS Volunteers



Welcome Back GPPS members!

It’s finally September! I hope everyone had a great summer and you are all ready to get back in to the
GPPS swing of things again!

As I told everyone in the last newsletter GPPS members performed a total pond “rescue” out at
Casino Arizona in Mesa. GPPS member Tom Briggs found out that the casino was going to be
tearing out a pond near the entrance to the casino and put together a rescue mission to save and
repurpose all of the aquatic plants and rescue all of fish and turtles that called the pond home. You
would not believe what all we took out of that pond! In addition to the numerous bags of plants we
removed there were approximately 12 turtles, 1 large goldfish, 2 catfish, 2 crappie and 18 bass. The
turtles that were not “adopted” the day of the rescue were taken to the Arizona Herpetological
Society. The catfish were taken by one of the “rescuers”, I put the large goldfish in my pond and took
the remaining fish to one of the urban lakes and released them. This was a large undertaking but we
made sure all of the aquatic life in the pond end up being “rescued” and taken care of instead of being
discarded.

The Casino Arizona rescue was a great project that was a great success; many thanks to Tom and all
of the volunteers! I am sure Gloria will have some great photos to share as well. The best part will be
at the September meeting where Tom can tell everyone about it and share all of the successes we
had performing this rescue.

The next general meeting will be on September 08, 2012. The meeting will be at the home of Jon &
Kristy Jolly in Gilbert. The guest speaker is DVM Nick Saint-Erne. Please come out and enjoy the
presentation by Dr. Saint-Erne, the Jolly’s gracious hospitality and support your Greater Phoenix
Pond Society!

I hope to see you all at the September meeting!

Dave Nelson - President

*****************************************

Welcome New Member

Ed Rooney of Phoenix

President’s Letter
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CASINO ARIZONA POND RESCUE PROJECT

As most of you know, on July 28th in the wee
hours of the morning, a band of intrepid
GPPS Volunteers showed up at the Casino
Arizona to save the turtles, fish and plants
that were in the pond that was scheduled to
be demolished in order to expand the Casino.

Tom Briggs was the organizer of this endeavor
with back-up provided by GPPS President Dave
Nelson.

Many of the plants were taken by members and
other volunteers.
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CASINO ARIZONA POND RESCUE PROJECT

The total animal rescue was 18 fish and 11 turtles.
Lucy Ross adopted a juvenile and another volunteer
adopted one, the remainder of the turtles was taken to
the Herpetological Society. The fish were also
rescued.
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The list of volunteers is long and
I’m sure someone was missed,
for that we sincerely apologize;
you should certainly be
recognized for your hard labor.

If we did miss you, please let me
know and I will be sure you are
acknowledged in our next
newsletter.

I know it looks like everyone is
working very hard, but I received
an email from Tammy Purtell that
pretty much summed up the
sentiments of everyone who was
there.

According to Tammy “Well, for me
it was better than being a little kid
on Christmas morning!”

I am pretty certain that you won’t
get any disagreements from any
of the volunteers.



-5-

Pond Happenings

CASINO ARIZONA POND RESCUE PROJECT

Volunteers:

Tom Briggs
Diane Evenson

Sally Arnold
Laurie Ramsbacher

Tom Knight
Don & Dawn Jarratt

Gloria Skylstad
Dave Nelson

Roger Michael



Volunteers

Tammy Purtell
Russ & Debbie Stallman

Jerry Cook
Karen Kelner
Larry Kirsch
Matt Watson

Laura Barnaby
Dan Drane

Alan Koepcke
Lucy Ross

Yes Folks, patience does pay off.

Editors Note: We will have tips for the fall pond maintenance in the next newsletter.
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GPPS Newsletter

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18
th

of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28
th

of each month. All submissions
are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that
all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to gskylstad@gmail.com

Did you know? Receiving an electronic version will save GPPS Members money every month.
Contact gskylstad@gmail.com if you’d like to change your newsletter option to “paperless”.
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Have a tip, trick, recommendation or idea? Send it to gskylstad@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President Dave Nelson Bigd_1956@yahoo.com 480-357-7205

Vice President Gene Goerke plantabi@concentric.net 602-410-7147

Treasurer Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net

Secretary Fern Shaw
Fdg1953@cox.net

602-332-8112

Events Coordinator Kristy Jolly tcferret@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor Gloria Skylstad gskylstad@gmail.com -

Librarian Gary Ures gures@koioffire.com 480-278-6847

GPPS Technical Committee

Gene Goerke Plantabi@concentric.net
Jeff Karsten rj_kars10@yahoo.com
Dick Wilson radwilson@cox.net
Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net
Tom Briggs tcbriggsphx@gmail.com
Jon Jolly tcferret@hotmail.com
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Upcoming Meetings & Events
Month Location Month Location

Sept. 8 Jon & Kristy Jolly, Gilbert Dec. 8 Gary Ures, Gilbert

Oct. 13 Liz & Mike Mantsch, Chandler Jan 12, 2013 TBD

Nov. 10 Richard & Pet Smith, Chandler Feb 9, 2013 TBD

11058 W. Oraibi Dr
Sun City, AZ 85373

Time To Rejoin GPPS for 2012!

Membership forms will be on the table at the monthly meetings or contact the treasurer,
Ed Tunstall, 5439 E. Dolphin Ave, Mesa, AZ 85206-2208.

The cost is $25 to join or renew your membership. Dues should be received by December 31st.

A request from GPPS Webmaster Dennis Beard

GPPS has "FAQs" that are listed on the http://www.phoenixponds.com/archive/gppsfaq.htm web
page. This page is now a link on the left navigation bar titled -- guess? FAQs

I solicit your assistance in helping the club's website. Please write some questions with the
answers and send them to the webmaster link on the FAQ page. If you know a good outside
source to your answer -- copy the address at the bottom of the supplied answer.
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Have a Safe Holiday!!


