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No Meeting in July

This fellow is Beardie, a Bearded Dragon from Australia. His parents are Ed
Tunstall and Susan Smithwick, they brought him to the June meeting for us to
enjoy. He’s a beautiful, friendly boy.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Karen Kelner of Peoria

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEBSITE? Logon to: www.phoenixponds.com
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President’s Letter

Hello GPPS members!

I hope everyone is finding “cool” ways to beat the heat!
I am sorry I was not able to attend the June meeting at Gloria Skylstad’s home but I was told that
there was a great turnout and the presentation and discussion by Ed LaBounty was well received.
Additionally Ed LaBounty facilitated the donation of two Ryukin goldfish that were raffled off at the
meeting. The raffle raised $51.00 for GPPS and the raffle winners were Pet Smith and Kristy Jolly.
Congratulations to Pet and Kristy and thanks to all who purchased raffle tickets. Ed LaBounty is a
member of the Valley of the Sun Koi Club and the Ryukins were donated by Barstow Koi in Barstow,
CA. A big “THANKS” to Ed and Barstow Koi!
Things here at GPPS are not cooling down! Even though we are not having meetings for the next two
months that does not mean that we all just stop taking care of business at GPPS. At the last meeting
Ed Tunstall brought up a possible “field trip” up to the Williams, AZ area to see some “native” lilies.
Another project that is being worked on in our “down” time is to see if we can put together another trip
to a commercial aquaponics facility. The “off season” doesn’t mean the “stop season”!
I will keep you all posted on these or any other opportunities that may come along this summer.
Although the year is half over there is still half to go and plenty of meetings, topics and discussions on
your questions and/or issues.
The next general meeting will be on September 08, 2012. The meeting will be at the home of Jon &
Kristy Jolly in Gilbert. Please come out and enjoy the Jolly’s gracious hospitality and support your
Greater Phoenix Pond Society!
Whatever you and your family have planned this summer please enjoy and be safe! I hope to see you
all at the September meeting!
Dave Nelson - President
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s
Chiricahua Leopard Frogs
As many of you may know, the first of July 2011, 50 adult, endangered Chiricahua Leopard frogs and
62 tadpoles were rescued from a pond at the Beatty Ranch in Hereford, AZ.
www.phoenixzoo.org/learn/conservation_efforts_detail.aspx?ARTICLE_ID=100098
With the fires having destroyed the vegetation in that area, the fear was that the summer rains would
destroy the pond that they were in. Several biologists caught about half of the frog population and
released them into the Riparian Habitat at Glendale Community College.
The frogs are susceptible to a virus called Batrachochytrium
dendorbatidis; commonly know, (to scientists and biologists) as
“Chytrid fungus;” or “Bd”, so it was important that the frogs be
taken to a location that was virus free. The link below has more
information about the virus”
http://www.savethefrogs.com/chytrid/articles.html
I had the pleasure of being able to see the frogs this past week,
Philip Fernandez, PhD., the Biology Chair of GCC, was kind
enough to give me a personal tour of the Habitat and the new
residents.
The Riparian Habitat at the college was constructed in 2003 as part of the Life Sciences Building and
is located at the NW corner of that building. It is an enclosed habitat and serves as a terrarium, as
well as a pond. The frogs can be viewed through the glass and the public is welcome to view them
during campus hours. The link below will give you a bit more information about the habitat.
http://www.gc.maricopa.edu/biology/greenhouse.html
An update to the frogs, the intent was to house them until the danger to their pond was past,
unfortunately two weeks after the capture, the rains created a mudslide that filled their pond.
Article and photos: G Skylstad
**************************************************************
The above article was printed in the August 2011 newsletter. There is an update to this story from
Phillip Fernandez, PhD. He reports that on April 18, 2012, Game and Fish took half of the frogs, the
10 largest males and 10 of the largest females and released them in a frogless pond in Ramsey
Canyon which was not burned in the Monument Fire. One week later the biologists found 7 large egg
masses each with hundreds of eggs. The biologists consider this a great success.
The frog population is in serious danger from this fungus, Chytrid, and there are several countries
working with universities to preserve the endangered frogs. If you would like to know more about this
rescue effort, go to http://amphibianrescue.org/about/. There is a lot of information regarding this
project and many beautiful pictures of the rare frogs.
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At the June GPPS meeting, Ed LaBounty spoke on pond and fish
care. He has graciously written a synopsis of his presentation so
that all of the members will be able to take advantage of this
information.
Koi:
Buy what you like; chances are you'll be looking at the fish for a long
time. Koi can grow to about 36 inches. So that cute youngster you
bought at 6 inches can turn into a monster in just a couple of years.
Folks don't realize that they should base the depth of their pond on
what type of fish they're going to keep. Koi will dislodge most plants
and eat the roots, and in the process cloudy the water. Most people
feed Koi floating pellets so they can see them, not realizing that the depth of their pond has a lot to do
with the size of their fish. The 24 inch Koi will drag and fray his tail on the bottom of a 20 inch pond.
Most Koi ponds should be at least 4 feet deep to avoid this condition. Koi will live with goldfish as
long as the pond is deep enough.
Goldfish:
Most pond goldfish will grow between 8 and 16 inches depending on the type of goldfish and the size
of the pond. Regular Comets, Wakins and Jinkins can be raised in Arizona’s weather and are suited
to a standard goldfish pond with a minimum of problems.
The good news is that you can spend as little or as much as you like on fish, it's up to you!
Quarantine:
By putting the fish directly into your main pond you run the risk of infecting the established population
with disease or parasites and can be expensive. If this happens you can use a general tonic or in the
case of parasites use non-iodized pond salt. However excessive amounts of salt can affect plants
adversely. All fish should be quarantined between 20 and 30 days depending on the time of year.
The warmer the weather, the shorter the quarantine period.
To plant or not to plant:
I have seen both types of ponds. It's really personal preference however most Koi ponds are not
planted. This encourages breeding as most Koi keepers do not want this to occur. I do keep plants
in my pre-filter to help absorb the nitrates and away from the Koi.
Filtration:
People have no problem spending money on fish but most times neglect the most vital part of the
pond. Filtration. Buy the biggest filtration unit you can afford. If you find a unit that’s sized to your
pond double it, you can never have enough filtration, you won't be sorry. It's the heart and soul of
your pond and will make your life so much easier. Get a prefilter with a drain. It separates all of the
large material from the main filter and can be emptied separately. When considering new pond
construction or a redesign project whatever the size of your pond, go bigger if you can because after
a few years you'll wish you had.
cont:
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Ed Labounty, cont.
Three Things That Will Make Your Fish Grow:
Water changes:
I cannot tell you how passionate I am about water changes. Closed systems are a virtual toilet
without them. Think about it, the aquatic life are literally living in their own waste. Can you imagine
living in a 10 x 12 room with no air exchange for a month or longer. Aquatic life and plants will benefit
from a periodic water change. Once a week is not too often. Not only will it take out any debris, waste
material and hormones given off by the fish, but it will replace the vital trace elements and minerals
used up by any life in your pond. A drip system with an overflow is great and an alternative to making
large water changes. I have a 4000 gallon pond and change about 1000 gallons of water per week.
When changing the water be sure to consider chlorine and chloramines in the new water. You can
change 10 or 15% of the water without any treatment. Sodium Thiosulfate or a Coconut Carbon
system such as I have will alleviate any chlorine problem with the new water.
You don't want a regular charcoal filter for water changes. You need a special pressurized unit filled
with coconut carbon. As I mentioned the initial cost is higher but changing 1000 gallons per week, it
lasts for 4.5 years! The web address for SpectrePure located in Tempe is:
(http://www.spectrapure.com/)
Food:
Buy the best you can afford. Most folks feel it sufficient to feed one type of food however variety of
food be it frozen, live, or pellets/dry food will make your fish grow and thrive. If you have fancy
goldfish Ranchu, Lionhead, Oranda or any of the round type goldfish, feed sinking food. This will help
avoid swim bladder disease. Should you feed flake food or other types of floating food put it in a cup
of pond water and stir it till it sinks, then feed.
Temperature:
As a rule controlling the temperature in a pond is not something that most of us can afford. In the
summer my pond gets up to 93°. As long as you provide adequate aeration and water movement
most fish will do just fine. My fish, even at those high temperatures look like they're swimming in 72°
water.
I can only tell you that this has worked well for me. If anyone ever tells you that they are an expert
don't walk, run the other way!
Ed LaBounty

*****************************************************
Here’s a tip to try…..There are those who have ponds, claim realistic statues of
herons deter these birds because the heron is territorial and when they see one
standing beside a pond, the real bird won't come in.
If any of you have tried this, please let me know if it works or not. I would imagine
that the statue would have to be moved once in a while in order to work.
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Sodium Thiosulfate

If you have ever had concerns about PH shock when moving you aquatic animals or changing out
your pond water, Sodium Thiosulfate might be a product you would consider for the control of certain
constituents in your pond or aquarium water.
Sodium Thiosulfate is a natural substance, is extremely inexpensive and is used by pet shops, pond
and aquarium owners to control not only PH but to control the adverse affects of heavy metals such
as copper and free radicals in water supporting aquatic life.
The correct procedure for introducing Sodium Thiosulfate into you water is to dilute 1 cup per 1000
Gal. of pond water in 1 Gal. of water and add it to your pond. It should be noted that undiluted Sodium
Thiosulfate should not be added to your water when there is aquatic life present.
Sodium Thiosulfate is so benign that you could increase the dosage to 100 parts per million and not
adversely affect your aquatic life. But let’s not do that.
Sodium Thiosulfate in combination with Fulvic Acid is a great foliar feed fertilizer. The down side to
purchasing Fulvic Acid is that the Department of Homeland Security will follow you home. One more
technical note Sodium Thiosulfate breaks down into sodium chloride which is considered a basic
plant nutrient.
At this point I would ask those of you who experimented with the gypsum/sulfur/iron recipe I
gave you at Tom and Katie Knights please raise your hand and report your results.
Information in this report was obtained from various on line sources including Aquatic Eco Systems
and the collective wisdom of the VSKC.
Gene Goerke, Technical Committee

*****************************************************
Gene Goerke reports that there have been 36 tickets from the GPPS Pond Tour Maps
used at the Japanese Friendship Garden to date.

*****************************************************
July is an excellent time for Dragonfly viewing. The artificial wetlands at the Gilbert Riparian Preserve
near the crossroads of Greenfield and Guadalupe is one of the best places to find the beautiful
creatures and capture them with your camera.
Boyce Thompson Arboretum State Park near Superior, AZ offers guided Dragonfly walks once a
month on summer Saturdays.
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Thank you to all who attended the meeting at Gloria Skylstad’s house. Thank you to Dan Drane for
supplying coffee and help setting up the shade canopies. The prize for traveling the farthest goes to
George and Diane Morris from Queen Creek.

Ed Tunstall and Susan Smithwick brought their
Desert Tortoise, Jack on the right, for a play date
with Gloria’s tortoise, ‘Lyric” on the left.
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Ed LaBounty donated these two beautiful fish to the GPPS for raffle.
There were 51 tickets sold at $1.00 each. Susan was in charge of
counting the money. Kristy Jolly and Pet Smith are the proud owners
of the fish.

*****************************************************
Keep in mind that increased sunlight, higher organic levels and rising water temperature create ideal
conditions for aggressive algae growth.
To keep your pond cool and well oxygenated, consider adding a waterfall, fountain, or aerator.
Higher oxygen levels mean less algae.
Aquatic plants such as Lilies, Parrot’s Feather and Water Lettuce act as natural algae control and will
help provide shade and keep water cooler.
Anytime the water temperature is above 85 F, you will want to feed your fish sparingly. A pool
thermometer can be helpful for watching your pond temperature.
Fertilize your pond plants regularly while they are growing. Lilies like to be fed monthly to keep the
blooms prolific and vibrant.
As we are sharing fish and plants, it is always a good idea to quarantine plants as well as fish before
we add them to our ponds.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President

Dave Nelson

Bigd_1956@yahoo.com

480-357-7205

Vice President

Gene Goerke

plantabi@concentric.net

602-410-7147

Treasurer

Ed Tunstall

lctricfrog@cox.net

Secretary

Fern Shaw

Events Coordinator

Kristy Jolly

Fdg1953@cox.net
tcferret@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Gloria Skylstad

gskylstad@gmail.com

-

Librarian

Gary Ures

gures@koioffire.com

480-278-6847

602-332-8112

GPPS Newsletter
th

th

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18 of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28 of each month. All submissions
are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that
all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to gskylstad@gmail.com
Did you know? Receiving an electronic version will save GPPS Members money every month.
Contact gskylstad@gmail.com if you’d like to change your newsletter option to “paperless”.

GPPS Technical Committee
Gene Goerke
Jeff Karsten
Dick Wilson
Ed Tunstall
Tom Briggs
Jon Jolly

Plantabi@concentric.net
rj_kars10@yahoo.com
radwilson@cox.net
lctricfrog@cox.net
tcbriggsphx@gmail.com
tcferret@hotmail.com

Have a tip, trick, recommendation or idea? Send it to gskylstad@gmail.com
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Upcoming Meetings & Events
Month

Location

Month

Location

July

No Meeting

Oct. 13

Liz & Mike Mantsch, Chandler

Aug.

No Meeting

Nov. 10

Richard & Pet Smith, Chandler

Sept. 8

Jon & Kristy Jolly, Gilbert

Dec. 8

Gary Ures, Gilbert

A request from GPPS Webmaster Dennis Beard
GPPS has "FAQs" that are listed on the http://www.phoenixponds.com/archive/gppsfaq.htm web
page. This page is now a link on the left navigation bar titled -- guess? FAQs
I solicit your assistance in helping the club's website. Please write some questions with the
answers and send them to the webmaster link on the FAQ page. If you know a good outside
source to your answer -- copy the address at the bottom of the supplied answer.

Time To Rejoin GPPS for 2012!
Membership forms will be on the table at the monthly meetings or contact the treasurer,
Ed Tunstall, 5439 E. Dolphin Ave, Mesa, AZ 85206-2208.
The cost is $25 to join or renew your membership. Dues should be received by December 31st.

11058 W. Oraibi Dr
Sun City, AZ 85373

Have a Safe and Happy 4th of July!
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