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HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEBSITE? Logon to: www.phoenixponds.com

Next Meeting: April 14, 2012 9:00a.m.

The April meeting will be held at the Japanese Friendship Gardens in Phoenix. The
address is 1125 N Third Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85030 (602) 256-3204

A reminder from Dennis that 3rd Ave is one-way northbound and Roosevelt is the
major east - west cross street to the south of JFG.

Please bring your own lawn chairs and bags/buckets for any plants/fish that may be
available.

Please join us for the April meeting at the Japanese Friendship
Garden; it will be a chance for you to see the work that the GPPS
volunteers have done.

Photo: G. Skylstad



Hey GPPS members!

Can you believe it’s already April? We had a great turnout at the
March meeting! I would like to thank our gracious host Deneen
Rogers for opening up her home and yard to our members. Deneen

has a beautiful yard with gorgeous wild flowers everywhere! I would also like to thank all of the
members who joined us at Deneen’s for carefully avoiding her wild flowers so they were not trampled.

Our guest speaker was Dr. George B. Brooks Jr. Dr. Brooks gave a great presentation on
aquaponics. This was a fascinating topic and it generated a lot of discussion, in fact more discussion
than time would allow! Please keep checking our website for additional links and information on
aquaponics!

There were numerous items discussed at the meeting but ultimately most of the topics had to do with
the upcoming pond tour and/or getting ready for it. Below is a list of upcoming events that will require
some volunteer commitment from our members

1. Friday, Saturday & Sunday April 27, 28 & 29, 2012 – Maricopa County Home & Landscape
Show – Arizona State Fairgrounds

2. Saturday May 12, 2012 – 16th Annual GPPS Pond Tour

To be on the Pond Tour please contact GPPS Vice-President Gene Georke at
plantabi@concentric.net or (602) 410-7147. For additional information about the pond tour please
go to our website.

We need your assistance helping out in the booth at the Maricopa County Home & Landscape Show.
Please look for the volunteer schedule posted on the GPPS website and at the meetings. You may
also contact me by phone or via e-mail; my contact information is on our website. You may also
contact any of the GPPS officers if you wish to volunteer or help with any and/or all of these events.
These events are the ways we get the message out about GPPS and through these events help grow
our membership. Remember, this is your club and it is up to you to help support it!

The next general meeting will be on April 14, 2012. The meeting will be at the Japanese Friendship
Gardens at Margret T. Hance Park in Phoenix. This is an excellent opportunity for our members so
please come on out and enjoy the Japanese Friendship Gardens and support your Greater Phoenix
Pond Society!

I hope to see you all at the April meeting!

Dave Nelson - President

President’s Letter
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Thank you to all the GPPS
members who volunteered to
work at the Japanese Friendship
Garden Saturday March 3rd.

They are: Right to left, Pam
Roger Michael, Edlyn Soderman,
Gloria Skylstad, Dan Drane, Katie
and Tom Knight.

And of course, our project
leader, Gene Goerke.

Pond Happenings
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Welcome New Members

Rod & Pam Larkin, Phoenix
Nick & Peggy Johnson, Phoenix

Photos: G. Skylstad



Thank you to Dr. George Brooks Jr. for his
presentation on Aquaponics.

GPPS Webmaster Dennis Beard his wife
Sue attended the Dr. Brooks class on
March 14. Dan and Carol Catlin were also
in attendance.

The class was 1.5 hours in length. It
covered Aquaponics and AZ law. The next
class subject is yet to be determined but it
will be in April around the second
Wednesday.

You have to go to Home Grown Hydroponics, www.homegrownhydro.com for the exact schedule.
Dennis has added the Aquaponics FAQ to our FAQ page under “Ponds”.
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The GPPS website needs your input. The Resources page has had little input from the members
about who they have had successful and not so successful dealings.

Likewise, Dick mentioned an idea about pdfs being displayed on our site. While the concepts of a
keyword search revealing pdfs is a doable entity. I do not see it as being within our limited budgets
and the volunteer nature of this club. However, if the members have any good pdf documents
relating to goods and services useable by club members -- please send them to
dbeard_html@hotmail.com which could be added to resources and/or FAQs pages.

Web 101
Some internet service providers cache pages that you have visited in the past in an effort to make
you think your pages load quickly. In fact the next time you visit that page you are probably NOT
looking at the most recent changes. Using your keyboard and mouse, you can have your service
provider bypass the cached pages and have the actual web server reply to your request.
Example: if we inform you that there have been changes made to a page and you see the "old"
material, you must hold down the "Ctrl" key and then refresh the page you are on. You can refresh
by using your mouse and click the refresh button (normally behind the address at the top of the
screen) or by right mouse click in the page to a content menu and select the "refresh" option with a
normal mouse click on "refresh" while still holding down the "Ctrl" key.

GPPS Webmaster, Dennis Beard



Pond Happenings

Editor’s Note:

At the March meeting it was moved and seconded that there will be a $1.00 fine levied on anyone
who does not wear his/her name tag at the meetings. At the rate I lose my name tag, I’m pretty
sure the fine will encourage me to take VERY good care of it in the future. It will also give
newcomers a chance to get to know us as well.
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Thank you to Deneen Rogers for hosting the
March meeting. Thank you also to Don Shaw for
taking the beautiful photos at the meeting.



*********************************************

Pond Happenings

Upcoming Dates:

March 31st Valley of the Sun Koi Club, Inc. will be at the Japanese Friendship Garden Children’s
Kite Festival from 10:00-3:00 p.m. The Greater Phoenix Pond Society will also be there and they
will need help setting up and running a booth/tent to hand out information about GPPS and the
upcoming Pond Tour.

April 21, 2012 Phoenix Bonsai Society – Bonsai Show 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Valley Garden
Center, 1809 N. 15th Ave, Phoenix, AZ, Indoors, Free Admission.

April 27-29th Home show at Maricopa County Fairgrounds. President Dave Nelson will be
needing volunteers to help with the GPPS booth for the three days. This is an important event to
promote the upcoming Pond Tour, so please be as generous with your time as possible. Contact
Dave to sign up for the event.

May 12th GPPS Annual Pond Tour will be held on Saturday, May 12th. If you would like to be a
tour host, contact Gene Goerke at Plantabi@concentric.net .

May 18-20, 2012 Nonnative Turtle Trapping at the Phoenix Zoo, which will be the weekend
before World Turtle Day: Wednesday, May 23. For more information on Arizona’s nonnative turtles
and why we trap turtles at the zoo pond each year, visit our nonnative turtle page.
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Now that spring is here, it’s time to check your pond to be sure that everything is in good working
order.

Check your pond liner to make sure that there are no leaks or tears in your pond liner. Make
certain that the pond is not leaking around the perimeter. Check all your tubing, connections, pond
pumps and filters to make sure they are all secure and working properly.

Remember that even though your UV light may be lighting, it doesn’t mean it is still working. The
UV light tends to lose its efficacy after about 10 months.

If you have a pond vac, use it to clean the debris from the bottom of the pond.

Once everything has been checked out, you can begin thinking about feeding your fish and
dividing some of the pond plants that have out grown their planting containers and fertilizing them.

Newsletter Editor, Gloria Skylstad



GPPS Newsletter

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18th of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28th of each month. All
submissions are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it
is not guaranteed that all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to gskylstad@gmail.com

Did you know? Receiving an electronic version will save GPPS Members money every month.
Contact gskylstad@gmail.com if you’d like to change your newsletter option to “paperless”.

-4-Have a tip, trick, recommendation or idea? Send it to gskylstad@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President Dave Nelson Bigd_1956@yahoo.com 480-357-7205

Vice President Gene Goerke plantabi@concentric.net 602-410-7147

Treasurer Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net

Secretary Fern Shaw
Fdg1953@cox.net

602-332-8112

Events Coordinator Kristy Jolly tcferret@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor Gloria Skylstad gskylstad@gmail.com -

Librarian Gary Ures gures@koioffire.com 480-278-6847

President Dave Nelson Bigd_1956@yahoo.com 480-357-7205

Pond Happenings
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Upcoming Meetings & Events
Month Location Month Location

Apr 14, 2012 Japanese Friendship Garden July 2012 No Meeting

May 12, 2012 2012 Pond Tour Aug 2012 No Meeting

June 9, 2012 Gloria Skylstad, Sun City Sept. 2012 Jon & Kristi Jolly

11058 W. Oraibi Dr
Sun City, AZ 85373

Time To Rejoin GPPS for 2012!

Membership forms will be on the table at the monthly meetings or contact the treasurer,
Ed Tunstall, 5439 E. Dolphin Ave, Mesa, AZ 85206-2208.

The cost is $25 to join or renew your membership. Dues should be received by December 31st.

A request from GPPS Webmaster Dennis Beard

GPPS has "FAQs" that are listed on the http://www.phoenixponds.com/archive/gppsfaq.htm web
page. This page is now a link on the left navigation bar titled -- guess? FAQs

I solicit your assistance in helping the club's website. Please write some questions with the
answers and send them to the webmaster link on the FAQ page. If you know a good outside
source to your answer -- copy the address at the bottom of the supplied answer.

-8-

Pond Happenings


