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HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEBSITE? Logon to: www.phoenixponds.com

Next Meeting: September 10, 2011, 9:00a.m.
at the home of Don and Carol Catlin, Mesa

Japanese Friendship Garden Volunteers

Welcome New Members

Jerry & Sharon Reichman



Hi GPPS!

I hope everyone’s summer is going well. The letter below was meant for the
July newsletter but I did not get it submitted in time to make the submittal
deadline for publication. Yes we do have a deadline; it is the 18th of each
month so if you want to submit something please do so by the deadline or it
will not be published. There are no exceptions, not even for the President!

Our monsoon season has not produced the rain we so desperately need
but it has produced some nasty high winds and dust storms including a record breaking storm that turned the
valley into a dusty mess. The wind and dust turned my backyard, pool and pond into quite a mess; everything
blew into the pool, chairs, cushions, leaves, debris and of course dirt. Both the pool and pond had a messy
layer of mud on the bottom and it had an adverse effect on the water quality of both.

Enjoy the rest of your summer and I look forward to seeing everyone in September!

Happy 4th of July GPPS members,

Is it hot enough for you? It was 109 degrees on Saturday, 103 degrees at 10:00AM. This is why we do not
have meetings in July and August! Summer is in full swing and normally we would head up to the mountains
for some cooler climate. Unfortunately so much of the forested areas are being affected by all of the fires
across the state. It is a shame to lose so many trees and forested areas up in the high country. Yes it’s a
shame to lose the homes too, but they can be rebuilt in a matter of a few months; the forests on the other hand
will take many, many years to grow back. What does this have to do with ponds? Absolutely nothing, but it
does have an effect on all of us as Arizonans and will have an effect for years to come.

On a happier note, Happy Independence Day America! I hope everyone is able to enjoy the upcoming holiday
weekend with family and friends. BBQ, picnic, day at the lake or maybe by the pool, whatever you do have fun
but please be safe and do not forget the fireworks! I am not sure where fireworks are going to be allowed but
there are sure to be several large displays going off around the valley so go find one and enjoy!

The June meeting was held at the home of Jeff and Rita Karsten in Chandler; a big “THANK YOU” for sharing
your lovely yard and pond with everyone. The meeting was great! Not only was there excellent attendance, the
topics brought out some great discussion as well. Basically, we have challenged ourselves as an organization
to do a better job taking care of our members and addressing our member’s problems and issues with their
ponds. There will be many more discussions at future meetings so please attend them and help make the
Greater Phoenix Pond Society the absolute best club we can possibly be. It is your club and you can make a
difference!

The next general meeting will be on September 10, 2011 at the home of Dan and Carol Catlin in Mesa. Come
on out and enjoy our host’s yard, pond and hospitality!

Enjoy your summer and I hope to see you at the September meeting!

Dave Nelson – President

President’s Letter
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Attracting Dragonflies to your pond.

It’s that time of year the Dragonflies and
Damselflies are flying. You will see
them perching in full sunlight on twigs
or grasses near ponds and in gardens.

If you have underwater plants that
provide these perches, the Dragonflies
will lay their eggs on them. The nymphs
will then hatch and grow, using the
perches to climb up and out of the
water to complete their transition to
adulthood. http://www.derbyshire-
dragonflies.org.uk/create.php has great
information on how to create a
welcoming habitat.

There many colors and types of Dragonflies and Damselflies. www.desertusa.com has a wealth of
information on the various species and colors with great photos to help you identify them.

I thought this website was pretty interesting; apparently Dragonflies are harbingers of monsoon
season. http://www.buzzle.com/articles/what-does-a-dragonfly-symbolize.html

Water isn’t just useful for egg laying of course, it also attracts a host of flying insects which act as a
source of prey for dragonflies. They eat bugs and catch flying insects on the wing so that the more
insect life you have in your pond or garden, the more interest there will be for the Dragonflies to make
a home there. For more information on their eating habits: http://www.eatinghabits.org/animals-
eating-habits/dragonfly-eating-habits.html.

Dragonflies make wonderful photographic subjects. If you stand quietly, they will return to their perch
and pose for you. This is the time of year when they are active and photographic opportunities are
abundant.

For those of you who are interested in viewing the Dragonflies and Damselflies, there are several
Dragonfly Outings coming up so grab your camera or binoculars and head out to one or two of them.
Please note that these walks are led by experts who will be available to help you identify the
Dragonflies and answer any questions you might have.

Article and Photos: g Skylstad
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Dragonfly Outings:

 Veterans Oasis Park 7:30 a.m. July 30, Free

4050 E. Chandler Heights Road, Chandler

www.Chandleraz.gov/content/environmental_nature_programs.pdf

 Riparian Preserve at Water Ranch 7:00 a.m. Aug. 27th, $5.00

2757 Guadalupe Road, Gilbert

www.Riparianinstitute.org

 Boyce Thompson Arboretum 9:30 a.m. Aug 6th, Sept 3rd, Oct 1st $9.00

37615 U.S. 60, Superior

www.Ag.arizona.edu/tba

 Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area 7:a.m. Aug. 27th $3.00

44000N. Spur Cross Road, Cave Creek

www.Maricopa.gov/parks/spur_cross

*************************************************

Late Summer Pond Tips:

 Now is a good time to divide Water Lilies and most marginal pond plants! There is still time for
the new starts to grow healthy roots.

 Now is also a good time to test the pond water for ammonia and nitrite because it is much
easier to change the pond water now, if necessary, than later when it is much colder

 Feed high quality, high protein pond fish food to enable the pond fish to fatten up before the
long period without food in the winter.

 Observe the pond fish closely during feeding to detect any parasites, ulcers or other problems.
Treatments work better in warm water than very cold water later.

Article courtesy of www.pondmarket.com
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Chiricahua Leopard Frogs

As many of you may know, the first of July, 50 adult, endangered Chiricahua Leopard frogs and 62
tadpoles were rescued from a pond at the Beatty Ranch in Hereford, AZ.
www.phoenixzoo.org/learn/conservation_efforts_detail.aspx?ARTICLE_ID=100098

With the fires having destroyed the vegetation in that
area, the fear was that the summer rains would destroy
the pond that they were in. Several biologists caught
about half of the frog population and released them
into the Riparian Habitat at Glendale Community
College.

The frogs are susceptible to a virus called
Batrachochytrium dendorbatidis; commonly know, (to
scientists and biologists) as “Chytrid fungus;” or “Bd”,
so it was important that the frogs be taken to a location
that was virus free. The link below has more
information about the virus”
http://www.savethefrogs.com/chytrid/articles.html

I had the pleasure of being able to see the frogs this past
week, Philip Fernandez, PhD., the Biology Chair of GCC,
was kind enough to give me a personal tour of the
Habitat and the new residents.

The Riparian Habitat at the college was constructed in
2003 as part of the Life Sciences Building and is located
at the NW corner of that building. It is an enclosed
habitat and serves as a terrarium, as well as a pond.
The frogs can be viewed through the glass and the public
is welcome to view them during campus hours. The link
below will give you a bit more information about the
habitat.
http://www.gc.maricopa.edu/biology/greenhouse.html

An update to the frogs, the intent was to house them until the danger to their pond was past,
unfortunately two weeks after the capture, the rains created a mudslide that filled their pond.

Article and photos: g Skylstad

*************************************************
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Check out the new FAQ’S at www.phoenixponds.com



Japanese Friendship Garden Project

On July 23rd, members of GPPS volunteered at the
Japanese Friendship Garden to transplant Iris and
fertilize the bogs.

A great thank you to Gene Goerke, Diane Evenson, Ed
Tunstall, Susan Smithwick, Lori Ramsbacher,Dan
Drane, and Gloria Skylstad.

If you would like to join us for our next adventure,
please contact Gene Goerke at plantabi@concentric.net
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GPPS Newsletter

Monthly Submission Deadline: 18
th

of each month. Newsletters will be sent out the 28
th

of each month. All submissions
are subject to review and all materials become the property of GPPS. Due to space and timing, it is not guaranteed that
all submissions will be printed. Submissions can be emailed to “gppsnews@blue-fish.biz”.

Did you know? Receiving an electronic version will save GPPS Members money every month.
Contact gppsnews@gmail.com if you’d like to change your newsletter option to “paperless”.
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Have a tip, trick, recommendation or idea? Send it to gppsnews@gmail.com
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President Dave Nelson Bigd_1956@yahoo.com 480-357-7205

Vice President Niina Koepcke --

Treasurer Ed Tunstall lctricfrog@cox.net

Secretary Fern Shaw

Events Coordinator Dan Stough

Newsletter Editor Gloria Skylstad gskylstad@cox.net -

Librarian Gary Ures 480-306-6417

Webmaster Dennis Beard dbeard_html@hotmail.com --



Upcoming Meetings & Events
Month Location Month Location

Aug No Meeting Nov 12 George & Diane Morris, Queen Creek

Sept 10 Don & Carol Catlin, Mesa Dec 10 Tom & Katie Knight, Phoenix

Oct 8 Mike & Karen Valenzuela, Chandler TBD TBD

11058 W. Oraibi Dr
Sun City, AZ 85373

Time To Rejoin GPPS for 2011!

Membership forms will be on the table at the monthly meetings or contact the treasurer,
Ed Tunstall, 5439 E. Dolphin Ave, Mesa, AZ 85206-2208.

The cost is $25 to join or renew your membership. Dues should be received by December 31st.

A request from GPPS Webmaster Dennis Beard

GPPS has "FAQs" that are listed on the http://www.phoenixponds.com/archive/gppsfaq.htm web
page. This page is now a link on the left navigation bar titled -- guess? FAQs

I solicit your assistance in helping the club's website. Please write some questions with the
answers and send them to the webmaster link on the FAQ page. If you know a good outside
source to your answer -- copy the address at the bottom of the supplied answer.

How Hot Is It?
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